
Pacifica City Council Meeting, September 10, 2018 
 
We had a Closed Session beginning at 4:00 PM, regarding labor negotiations, 
litigation, and a real estate negotiation. Closed session topics typically involve 
labor or personnel, legal proceedings, or real estate negotiations.  Because of 
the sensitive nature of the topics, participants are prohibited from talking about 
them. 
 
The Open Session began at 7:00. 
 
The Special Presentation was delayed until after the Consent Calendar to allow 
the FogFest group to get ready. 
 
The Consent Calendar was next. The items on the consent calendar are 
thought to need no discussion and are all approved together, unless anyone has 
an objection or comment.    
 
1. Approval of Disbursements for 7/16/18 through 7/31/18. Checks issued. 
 
2. Approval of Minutes for August 13, 2018 
 
3. Proclamation Confirming Existence of Local Emergency of the Pacifica 
Coastline from Westline Drive (at the far north end of Pacifica) to the End of 
Beach Boulevard.   
 
This is required by certain State grants to repair damage from winter storms in 
Jan. 2016 that we proclaim each month (with photos) a State of Local 
Emergency. 
 
4. Response to San Mateo Civil Grand Jury Report Titled "Law Enforcement 
Officers + Narcan = Lives Saved From Opioid Overdoses".  
 
The Police Department endorses the use of Narcan, a nasal spray, to saves lives 
from opioid overdoses. Purchase costs are estimated to be less than $3,000, 
with a shelf life of 18-24 months. Training is expected to be led by paramedics to 
minimize costs. Note that officers can be exposed to opioids during the course of 
their duties, so Narcan may save their lives on occasion. 
 
5. Agreement between the City of Pacifica and TPx Communications for 
Network and Internet Services. 
 
This is for 3 years to increase the speed and reliability of internet 
communications, at an annual charge of $89,000, about $13,000 more than we 
currently spend.  
 



6. Amendment No. 1 to the Agreement with Construction Testing Services, 
Inc., for Wet Weather Equalization Basin Material Testing and Geotechnical 
Services. 
 
This amendment is for $101,000 for additional testing services that were outside 
the original scope of work. Additional testing was required for the slurry walls, the 
micropiles, dowels, rebar, and mat slab concrete pour. This brings the total 
contract to $365,000. 
 
7. Amendment No. 1 to the Consultant Agreement with Erler & Kalinowski, 
Inc. (EKI) for the Pedro Point Collection System Project. 
 
This amendment is for $45,000 for additional work in the pre-qualification phase 
to ensure a large bidder pool. In addition, there were more public outreach 
meetings than originally planned. This brings the total contract to $311,000. 
 
8. Second Amendment to the Consultant Services Agreement for Building 
Division staff augmentation with CSG Consultants, Inc. 
 
Council modified this agreement to only one year, during which time planning 
staff will evaluate whether to go out for bid. The amended contract is not to 
exceed $380,000, which is already in the 2018-19 budget. The cost is offset by 
permit fees.  
 
9. Third Amendment to Consultant Services Agreement for On-Call 
Planning with Raney Planning & Management, Inc. 
 
The Planning Department is seeking an increase in the cost ceiling for this 
contract by $150,000, and extending the timing of the contract to June 30, 2019, 
due to several projects requiring more extensive environmental review than 
previously thought. The total contract is not to exceed $400,000. The expense is 
paid by project applicants. 
 
10. Direction to the Voting Delegate Regarding League of California Cities 
2018 Annual Conference Resolutions. 
 
The first resolution states the League should assess the vulnerabilities to local 
authority, control and revenue and explore the preparation of a ballot measure 
and/or constitutional amendment on the subject. Pacifica supports this. 
 
The second resolution declares the League's commitment to support the repeal 
of preemption in California Food and Agriculture Code § 11501.1 that prevents 
local governments from regulating pesticides. This is to allow regulation of 
anticoagulant rodenticides at the local level. Pacifica supports this also. 
 



Council voted 5-0 to approve the Consent Calendar, minus item 8. After council 
modification, item 8 was approved 5-0. 
 
 
Oral Communications, for members of the public to comment on items not on 
the agenda, Council Communications, and Staff Communications, came 
next. 
 
Followed by Items for Consideration. 
 
11. Resolution of Necessity Authorizing the Acquisition of 310 and 320 
Esplanade by Eminent Domain. 
 
Bluff erosion threatens public infrastructure located around the section of 
Esplanade Avenue bordering 310 and 320 Esplanade Avenue. The bluff is 
critically over-steepened and the bluff face displays large cavities and failures. 
Retreat at the bluff top should be anticipated when the unprotected bluff toe is 
struck by high winter waves or when seasonal rainfall causes elevated moisture 
contents within the bluff. Underneath Esplanade Avenue lie sewer, water, and 
electric lines. Therefore the city has initiated the Esplanade Infrastructure 
Preservation Project, which includes shoreline protection structures to protect 
against wave action and erosion. 
 
The following four findings support the Resolution of Necessity. 
1) Public interest and necessity require the project, as detailed above. 
2) The properties sought to be acquired are necessary for the project. The 
shoreline protection structure cannot be installed without acquiring the properties. 
3) The project achieves the greatest public good and least private injury. Staff 
considered four alternatives to the project chosen, but none would stabilize 
Esplanade and the buried utilities. Also, the property is currently undeveloped. 
4) The city offered to purchase the property in conformance with Government 
Code section 7267.2(a). After obtaining an appraisal of the properties of $76,500, 
the city made its offer, but negotiations did not result in agreement on the fair 
market value. 
 
Council voted 5-0 to approve the Resolution Of Necessity. 
 
12. Study Session to Evaluate Strategies Related to Single-Use Plastics by 
Restaurants and Reducing Litter.  
 
This was a continuation of an item on August 13. Council refined our discussions 
about which single-use plastics to potentially ban. Straws, coffee stirrers, and 
utensils made from plastic or bioplastic have compostable alternatives, and are 
candidates for an ordinance to ban. For hot and cold drink cups, and lids, 
restaurants would be encouraged to offer compostable alternatives. To go 



containers would also be encouraged to be compostable, and plastic bags would 
be potentially banned.  
 
On the litter issue, there was general agreement that more trash cans would be a 
good thing, but Recology's Chris Porter said that some folks deposit their 
household trash in them. More frequent emptying of cans was also deemed 
good, especially in high use areas and times, like sunny weekends at the 
beaches. There was some talk of new signage, for example, "Pack it out" signs 
at beaches.  
 
 
We adjourned in memory of John McCain. 
 
John Keener, Mayor 


