
Dear City of Pacifica, 
 
On Sunday afternoon, January 8th, the western 
portion of Anza Drive experienced yet another 
flooding event. Flooding alone is bad enough, with the 
last serious flood causing thousands of dollars of 
damage just at our house at 959 Anza Drive. This 
past Sunday’s flood was potentially much worse and 
much more dangerous as the flood was caused by a 
fountain of raw sewage gushing out of the manhole in 
the center of the street. The sewage began creeping 
up the driveways, but luckily, very luckily, did not rise 
any higher than that. 
 
To point out what should be extremely obvious, a 6 
inch deep lake of RAW SEWAGE in a residential 
neighborhood poses a HUGE health risk and is 
UNACCEPTABLE. 
 
After the manhole stopped gushing and the rain 
subsided, a crew came in and vacuumed up the 
remaining sewage water and power-washed the area. 
However, they only washed the west side of the street, 
whereas the east side of the street had also been 
flooded, and I didn’t see the crew going up into any of 
the driveways, which had also been contaminated. 
Undoubtedly, a test for Coliform bacteria would reveal 
that serious contamination remains in the area. 
Beyond that, before the sewage water was removed, 



numerous vehicles drove through the sewage lake, 
splashing sewage to both sides and transporting it on 
their vehicles to who knows where. When conditions 
dry out, the wind will facilitate airborne transport of the 
bacteria. 
 
My understanding of the problem is that the sewage 
flood was caused by a pump burning out after having 
worked hard through the night, and the flooding 
stopped when the pump was repaired. If that is the 
case, and given the flooding history of this part of the 
city, it would seem more than prudent to have a 
backup pump ready and waiting for the next time the 
primary pump burns out or otherwise fails. 
 
I am aware of the planned retention basin to deal with 
storm water overflow, but I have been told that the 
completion of that project is probably at least a couple 
of years in the future. Whether or not the area has a 
retention basin, doesn’t a burned out pump still cause 
problems wherever the sewage water is being sent? 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Paul Donahue 
959 Anza Drive 
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