
 PACIFICA AND FAIR RENTS
District Attorney Investigates Petition Drive

In the coming weeks, we in Pacifica will be given a lot of information 
on the coming ordinance on the November 7 ballot, Measure C.  This 
ordinance, drafted by our city attorney and placed on the ballot by our 
City Council in a 4 to 1 vote, was the result of a community effort to 
address sudden rent increases and no-cause evictions.

Rents in Pacifica increased 51-122%, while median income increased 
only 2.5% over the same period.  The increased cost, hard to justify, is 
forcing many in Pacifica to leave.  Displacement of families, the 
elderly, and the disabled is occurring as witnessed by evictions at 
Pacific Skies Estate.

In May of this year,  paid petitioners of the California Apartment 
Association and San Mateo County Association of Realtors initiated a 
signature drive resulting in removal of temporary protections for 
renters before the November election.  This signature drive, plagued 
by aggression, name-calling, misinformation, and alleged assaults, is 
currently under investigation by San Mateo County’s District Attorney.  
The petition drive was close. Some 1100 fictitious names and 
addresses submitted by one of the petitioners were disqualified by the 
election board.  The final tally was only 63 signatures over the number 
required to overturn the moratorium.  Fair Rents 4 Pacifica were 
unable to submit 50 forms of petition signature removal in which 
residents felt they were misled. 

Since the ballot measure and petition drive,  many tenants in Pacifica 
received rent increases - some as high as $700/month - and some 
were given no-cause eviction notices.  This too is unjustifiable.

Measure C is a balanced ordinance which allows apartment owners a 
fair return, supports just-cause eviction, and allows petition for higher 
rents for justifiable reasons.  Restricted by state law to multi-unit 
apartments built before 1995 (approximately 2300 units in Pacifica), 



the ordinance protects tenants from high rent increases and no-cause 
evictions.  It will be cost neutral to the city of Pacifica.  It protects 
families, young people starting careers, those on fixed incomes, and 
the disabled.  

 The housing crisis in Pacifica has impacted education: 30% of 
teachers at Terra Nova left in 2016.  Public health is affected:  the San 
Mateo County Chief Public Health Officer states displacement causes 
serious health risks, especially for children.  Transportation is 
impacted: 60% of workers in San Mateo commute from outside the 
county.  For this reason, the ordinance is currently endorsed by 
teacher’s union 4NC, the California Nurses Association, San Mateo 
County Central Labor Council, and the Sierra Club, among others.

Please resist the rhetoric, misinformation, and fear-mongering that will 
soon come from groups that want to maintain a status quo and put our 
community at risk.  

Suzanne Moore, Retired Family Nurse Practitioner
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