
 

 

Quarry Cove Art Gallery: "Down the Garden Path — with a Handbag" 
Art Reception, Saturday, October 1 from 2 to 4 p.m. 
 
By Cindy Chan 
 
For lovers of flowers and hummingbirds, this exhibit offers the perfect 
garden getaway, with the added bonus of browsing for the perfect handbag.     
Pacifica Art Connection proudly features the nature photography of Darcy 
Rowley and Leo Leon, and the ceramic purses of Denise Buckley 
Crawford. Fifty photographs and 12 purses are on exhibit. 
 
The complementary pairing of Rowley's and Leon's photographs, of flowers 
and of hummingbirds, respectively, are arranged in vignettes of harmonious 
hues. Rowley focuses on the minute details of flowers, highlighting their 
sculptured patterns. Her photographs-on-metal are saturated with brilliant 
colors and illustrate topics such as  "Bebop," "Days of Sun," "Love Has 
Layers," "Spiraling," and  "Misty Morning." Her photographs reveal the 
intrinsic beauty and complexity of each flower. 
 
Leon is inspired by hummingbirds that live year-round in hillside gardens on 
Milagra Ridge in Pacifica. His extensive collection of photographs features 
these birds in their dance of pollination and everyday life. His series 
"Climbing, Feeding, and Displaying Joy," taken from a bench in his garden, 
captures the Allen's hummingbird enjoying the peak sweetness of the 
butterfly bush. In "Joyful Two," a youthful pair visits a sheltered waterfall in 
a moment of joy and sharing of space. Leon's photography brings us close 
to one of the smallest bird species in the world, captivating for both the 
serious and casual birdwatcher. 
 
Along this botanical garden path are the show-stopping ceramic handbags 
created by Denise Buckley Crawford, a clay artist of 12 years. These 
functional works of art are often mistaken for "real" leather handbags 
because of their texture, ornamentation, and straps. Every bag has its own 
personality, and even with a few basic shapes, Crawford creates a wide 
variety. Her handbags, open at the top, may act as watertight vases or 
vessels with drainage for potted plants. They are great fun to admire, 
collect, and use! 
 



 

 

"Down the Garden Path—with a Handbag" is bursting with beauty, joy, and 
fun! You are invited to attend a reception with the artists on Saturday, 
October 1 from 2 to 4 p.m. This exhibit runs through Saturday, October 15.  
Quarry Cove Art Gallery is at 225 Rockaway Beach Avenue, next to Avani 
Salon and Pacifica Chamber of Commerce. The gallery is open Monday 
through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 pm. 


