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The suspension of John Maybury's Wandering and Wondering column has sent a flurry of letters to me,
requesting the reinstatement of his column. John's supporters are under the impression that he would not
return as a weekly contributor to the Tribune.

That was not the intent. In my discussion with Mr. Maybury I told him we would re-visit a time for him to
return after the Nov 4. election. However, with the misunderstanding -- and it's probably because of the
word "indefinitely" being used instead of saying "after Nov. 4" in my statement last week -- I want to defuse
this matter now. Mr. Maybury has the opportunity to resume writing his weekly column on Wednesday,
Nov. 5.

* * *

Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 4. The last day to register to vote is next Monday, October 20. The last day
to request a Vote by Mail ballot is Oct. 28.

Be sure and vote and if you are mailing your ballot, it has to be received by the Registration and Elections
Division on or before Election Day by 8 p.m. If received after that time, your ballot will not be counted.

The postmark does not matter. It's not like paying your income taxes where you can have your check
postmarked right up until the minute before midnight on April 15. Don't forget to affix a 49 cent stamp.

There are pros and cons for voting by mail. The biggest reason for voting by mail Monday, October in line
at your precinct on Election Day. A reason a person might not want to vote by mail is that there's always
that last minute decision to change your mind about a candidate or issue.

Our own assemblyman, Kevin Mullin, submitted legislation for allowing Vote by Mail elections in San Mateo
County. Assembly Bill 2028 was signed by Governor Jerry Brown recently allowing the County to join Yolo
County in conducting a series of elections primarily by mail under California's vote by mail pilot project.

Under this pilot program, all registered voters will receive ballots by mail. Postage would be pre-paid. San
Mateo County could hold elections primarily by mail on up to three election dates prior to 2018, when the
program expires.

Three states already require counties to conduct all elections by mail. That's Oregon, who started the
movement in 1998, Washington and Colorado, who initiated the program in 2013.

I put my ballot in the mail on Monday.
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