
 

 

 
Quarry Cove Art Gallery: "Facets of Life" Exhibit 
(Reception, Saturday, August 13) 
 
By Karen Rosenstein 
 
Now showing at the Quarry Cove Art Gallery is “Facets of Life,” a collection 
of 32 works of art, featuring photography by guest artist Denise Buckley 
Crawford and clay sculpture by Cindy Chan, member of the Pacifica Art 
Connection. 
 
As I walk through the exhibit, my eye is caught by so many intriguing 
images causing me to pause to step closer, to take a moment and 
appreciate what each artist is trying to say with her work. Each artist brings 
her unique perspective to the show, yet both artists’ work portrays facets of 
life we each experience: stillness, timelessness, wonder, joy, and 
satisfaction. 
 
Crawford’s photography reflects facets of the scenic beauty we take for 
granted here in Pacifica. “Lunge-Feeding Whale” captures the essence of 
our recent wave of leviathan visitors off the Pacifica coast. “Inside the 
Marine Layer” and “Big Sky” reflect the many moods of Pacifica’s Pier. 
Most people’s attention will be caught by her piece “Foggy on Skyline.” This 
large canvas photograph captures the essence of that road amid the 
redwoods in a rare moment of no cars, just the quiet of the fog. 
 
In addition to her landscape photographs, Crawford captures the many 
facets and faces of local animal and marine life in her photography. My 
favorite piece is “Sanderlings,” a black-and-white photograph featuring a 
group of these birds skittering along the sand in anticipation of the next 
wave and a potential meal. Adjacent to this piece is “Dewdrop on 
Spiderweb” featuring that brief moment in time when a drop of water hangs 
suspended on the thread of a spider web just before gravity pulls the drop 
down. Another favorite piece is “Last Gull of the Day.” This piece is a 
beautiful use of the darkness of twilight and brilliance of sunset in contrast 
to show the day's end and the gull resting after a long day. 
 



 

 

While Crawford celebrates the world around us in her photography, Cindy 
Chan portrays through her figurative sculptures the emotional facets of life, 
joy and sadness as well as rage and contentment. "Angel" embodies the 
many emotions associated with the passing of a loved one. In "Little 
Brother," a wood-fired mask, Chan reflects the happiness and mischief that 
her younger brother represents in her life. My favorite piece is "Grace," a 
life-size clay bust that expresses many moods; "Grace" is pensive, 
pondering, and yet content at the same time, perhaps a facet of living life 
with grace. In looking at Chan’s work, I feel that many of her pieces are 
very expressive, especially "Rage and Release," which clearly 
demonstrates an emotion we all can relate to…. ACK! Well known for her 
fun, colorful, happy birds, Chan’s exhibit also features many of them in 
conversation, spreading good cheer. Many of Chan’s pieces have an 
element of communication; the sculptures are arranged as if in 
conversation, and the viewer is invited to participate.   
 
The exhibit "Facets of Life" celebrates life through photography and 
sculpture. You are invited to attend a reception with the artists on Saturday, 
August 13 from 2 to 4 p.m. The exhibit closes Saturday, August 20. Quarry 
Cove Art Gallery is at 225 Rockaway Beach Avenue, next to Avani Salon 
and adjacent to the Pacifica Chamber of Commerce. The gallery is open 
Monday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


