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�San Mateo, CA (April 11, 2016) – Peninsula Conflict Resolution 
Center (PCRC) will present a symposium 
entitled “ADRx: Innovations in Strengthening Race Relations 
in Our Communities” in San Mateo, California. In a series of 
short yet compelling presentations, our distinguished speakers will 
share innovative approaches to improving communication and 
understanding around race and diversity. �The event will be 
held at Franklin Templeton Investments, 1 Franklin Templeton 
Parkway, Building 920, Jamieson Auditorium in San Mateo, 
on May 20, 2016, from 7:30 AM to 9:30 AM.  Breakfast will be 
provided. � �“For more than 30 years, PCRC has been providing 
mediation services and hosting a variety of community-based 
workshops to educate and engage people and encourage dialogue,” 
said Michelle Vilchez, PCRC Executive Director. “These 
presentations offer a great opportunity to learn about innovative 
ways to think about race and diversity in our communities through 
increased communication and understanding,” Vilchez added. 
  
��Guest Speakers: 
Orson Aguilar, President 
Greenlining Institute, one of the nation’s largest and most 
successful multi-ethnic, advocacy and leadership development 
nonprofits. 
  
Zahra Billoo, Executive Director   
Council on American-Islamic Relations, San Francisco Bay Area 
chapter (CAIR-SFBA), the nation’s largest American Muslim civil 
rights organization, and a leading advocate for justice and mutual 
understanding. 



  
Shakti Butler, Ph.D.,President and Founder World Trust 
Educational Services 
Dr. Butler’s work as producer and director of groundbreaking 
documentaries has challenged and inspired learning for over two 
decades.  
  
Matt Hammer, Founder and CEO 
Innovate Public Schools, a school reform organization working to 
promote and initiate great public schools for all children in Silicon 
Valley and the Bay Area, particularly low-income children and 
children of color. 
  
Grande Lum, Executive Director  
Divided Community Project, Lecturer and Research Fellow at 
Stanford Law School, Senior Advisor at Nextdoor and former 
Director for the Community Relations Service at the United States 
Department of Justice.  
� � 
  
Moderator ��: 
Mauricio Palma, Director of Initiatives and Special Projects 
Silicon Valley Community Foundation 
  
�For more information and to register, please contact Zehra 
Vahanvaty at zvahanvaty@pcrcweb.org or 650-513-0330 x 
320        � �  
� 
About Peninsula Conflict Resolution Center: � �The mission of 
the Peninsula Conflict Resolution Center is to foster collaborative 
engagement by bringing people together, facilitating conversation, 
and building these skills in our community.  PCRC’s community-
building work and all current programs focus on three initiatives: 
Engaging Communities, Empowering Youth and Strengthening 
Families.  These focus areas are supported by the organization’s 



expertise in training, facilitation, and mediation.� �The Empowering 
Youth Initiative creates opportunities for young people to 
reshape their communities and manage conflicts, by becoming 
critical thinkers and active participants in developing solutions. 
The Strengthening Families Initiative assists parents in supporting 
their children’s education and building their leadership skills. The 
Engaging Communities Initiative brings together people in our 
communities and creates opportunities for each to have a say in 
the decisions that affect their lives.	


