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November 13, 2014 

City of Half Moon Bay      
Attn: Bruce Ambo & General Plan Advisory Committee 
501 Kelly Street 
Half Moon Bay, Ca  94019 
	  
Re: General Plan Update Alternatives (3) 

On behalf of the Sierra Club, the Loma Prieta Chapter's Coastal Issues Committee offers the following 
commentary regarding the three alternatives being presented to the General Plan Advisory Committee 
(GPAC) tonight. 

The Sierra Club has a proud history of supporting the California Coastal Act and the certified Local Coastal 
Programs (LCPs) that have the effect of state law due to that certification. We do not understand why the 
City of Half Moon Bay would engage in the radical planning changes contained in all three alternatives:  
 

1. - that are clearly inconsistent with the certified Local Coastal Program in myriad instances,  
2. - that entail no discussion of these instances of policy inconsistencies,  
3. - that abandon in wholesale manner the protective conditions and policies associated specifically and 
generally with the Planned Development areas - especially LCP Chapter 9 policies, 
4. - that abandon agricultural properties to development,  
5. - that convert Urban Reserve areas to development without explanation as to why such areas need to be 
planned now rather than after other areas have been planned,  
6. - that countenance the placement of non-priority housing into known wetland areas for which surveys the 
City possesses reports confirming the existence of those wetlands, 
7. - and that present highly questionable and very expensive transportation schemes that were not mapped in 
the Circulation Element and therefore have not been vetted by the citizens of Half Moon Bay nor by 
governmental oversight agencies as to impacts, costs or legality. 

Half Moon Bay has just concluded two elections that strongly signal citizen discontent relative to the 
functioning of their government. It is time for the new City Council to achieve a new consensus as to the 
direction the Update is moving in and we strongly advise that this process be suspended pending that new 
consensus. To do otherwise is to invite unnecessary discord and would waste planning energy and resources. 
 
Sincerely,

 
 
 

Peter Fairchild    Ken King 
Co-Chair    Co-Chair 
 
Sierra Club, Loma Prieta Chapter - Coastal Issues Committee
 


