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High rents push aside Coastsiders 
Some call for rent control 
By Carina Woudenberg [ carina@hmbreview.com ] 
 

 

Cat Cutillo/Review  Salma Euan looks out the window of her curent Half Moon Bay home.  Her family has 
struggled to afford a place to live on the Coastside, despite the family's two incomes. 

After roughly half a decade’s struggle to find decent housing on the Coastside, Salma Euan and her longtime 
life partner, Geisler Zapata, successfully rented a one-and-a-half bedroom duplex in El Granada for $1,400 per 
month. 

The duplex wasn’t in the best condition, but it was a far cry from where the family had been. Euan, Zapata and 
their daughter, Andrea, now 11, have experienced a variety of less-than-ideal living situations over the past 14 
years, including extremely close quarters, in which 13 people shared one bathroom, and living in another 
dilapidated house with a gaping hole in the kitchen floor that provided an entryway for unwanted animals. 

But this relatively inexpensive duplex brought peace of mind. It was too good to be true. 

The landlord jacked up the rent six times over the course of two years, Euan said. He would tell them they had 
to get out because he had to fix up the place, then said he would raise the rent and provide repairs while the 
family remained inside. 
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“He said more lies,” Euan said. “He raised it (to) more than $2,000. We stayed there and he never fixed 
anything.” 

Ultimately, Euan and her family were forced to move out due to the dramatic rent increases. For the last year, 
they have been sharing one bedroom at a family member’s house in Half Moon Bay while they search for a 
more permanent solution. The family wishes to stay on the Coastside where both adults are employed, but fear 
they will have to move out of the area if they can’t find another place to live. 

Euan’s story strikes a chord with many current Coastside residents and former Coastsiders as well. 

Felix Salazar lived in Half Moon Bay with his family for 15 years but says he was forced to move to Modesto 
nearly two years ago due to a tricky situation between roommates and his landlord. While Salazar lived with his 
wife and three children on the Coastside, they looked for roommates to help share in the monthly rent. They 
found a family, Salazar said, but that family somehow got control of the house. Essentially, Salazar explained, 
the other family had contacted the landlord and convinced him the Salazars didn’t have the proper paperwork. 

“We felt very powerless,” Salazar said, speaking through a translator. “We had to make the decision to move 
out.” 

Salazar’s family moved to Modesto where the rents were cheaper, but Salazar continued to keep his job as a 
roofer working for a variety of companies on the Coastside. He makes the nearly five-hour round-trip commute 
five days a week. Salazar said he tried looking for work closer to his new home in Modesto, but the work, along 
with the better pay, are here on the coast, he said. More recently, Salazar said he and his family were working 
hard to come back to the area. 

“We tried a month ago,” Salazar said. “We tried to come back, but the issues are there.” 

Belinda Arriaga, who works as a social worker in the community and is involved with the city of Half Moon 
Bay’s Latino Advisory Council, says the housing issue has always been a problem, but one that seems to be 
getting worse. 

“It kind of seemed to creep up overnight,” Arriaga said. “We’re seeing it move into a crisis mode.” 

Arriaga and others say the city needs rent control and more subsidized housing as the Bay Area at large 
becomes an increasingly popular destination for tech employees who can afford to pay more than service 
workers. 

“We’re seeing families move to Hayward, Los Baños and Oregon,” Arriaga said. “Families that have long-
standing roots in our community who are having to leave.” 

Jason Tarricone who works as a directing attorney at the Housing and Economic Advancement Community 
Legal Services says his East Palo Alto office has seen the affordable housing shortage issue countywide. The 
service fights for tenants’ rights and aims to help keep them in their homes as long as possible. 

“It’s really destabilizing for the community and the workers who do the working-class jobs in San Mateo 
County,” Tarricone said. “We definitely want more housing to be built. 

“We push for that, but it’s going to take years to build our way out of the crisis,” he said. 

In the meantime, some of the burden falls on local nonprofits that offer assistance in any way they can. 



Keith Terry works at Coastside Hope, an El Granada-based nonprofit that assists low-income families through a 
variety of services. He says the need for affordable housing has been a long-standing issue on the Coastside. 

“There is a constant demand for housing assistance on the coast,” Terry wrote in an email to the Review. “It 
spikes when the economy booms because rents increase, and it spikes when the economy busts because incomes 
drop.” Terry reported that, between 2008 and 2009, the nonprofit saw a 93 percent increase in housing 
assistance requests and a 27 percent increase in the same requests between 2014 and 2015. 

Euan’s family was lucky to have a home during the economic recession but faced many of its housing 
difficulties before and afterward. The room they are currently renting is in the home of Yolanda Novelo and her 
family. Novelo works in mental health services but is also involved in the Latino Advisory Council and sees 
many families that are struggling with the issue. 

“It’s been an issue for a long time,” Novelo said. “But before, it was more homeowners losing their homes.” 

Novelo says now the concern is more around the rental increases and the fact that places that offer low-income 
housing options on the Coastside are either full or selective. The Moonridge community is only for migrant 
workers, she said. The new Midpenninsula Housing facility on Main Street is geared toward seniors and has 
strict income requirements. “You need to prove you’re able to pay for this,” she said. 

Half Moon Bay City Councilman Rick Kowalczyk said the issue was brought to his attention at a recent Latino 
Advisory Council meeting when a longtime resident shared how her family was being pushed out due to the 
excessive rents. Kowalczyk said he learned from county sources that roughly 30 Half Moon Bay families had 
been forced to leave in the last few months. 

“It is the saddest thing for longtime Half Moon Bay families to have to relocate due to housing costs and huge 
rent increases,” Kowalczyk said in an email to the Review. “The families that are impacted by the housing crisis 
are our friends and neighbors, and we need to do a better job of taking care of one another. I, personally, intend 
to work closely with county resources to try to bring more solutions and services to our community.” 

Meanwhile, Euan and her family continue to look for a place to move on the Coastside, but may have to 
consider Santa Cruz or Tracy. Euan’s daughter is getting older and complains about wanting to have her own 
room. As a seventh-grader at Cunha Intermediate School, Euan says Andrea offers to help her parents anyway 
she can. 

For example, she has offered to walk other people’s dogs for a little bit of extra cash. Euan wishes life to be 
easier on her daughter, and although the stress has gotten to her family she says they work hard to stay afloat. 

“We have to keep going,” Euan said. 
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