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Project Development Team Meeting No. 01 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

Location/Time: Caltrans, District 04, 111 Grand Ave, Oakland 
 Room 9-989 
 Thursday, February 14, 2008 
 10:00 am 
Attendees: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes by: Mark Thomas & Company, Inc. (MTCo), B. Leveen 
 
 
I. Review of Project & Previous Meetings 
 
Mohammad Suleiman, Caltrans, announced the start of the meeting and asked everyone present to 
introduce themselves. Everyone present made self introductions.  
 
Joe Hurley, SMCTA, gave a brief introduction of the project. This project is high priority project 
for SMCTA. The Hwy 1/Calera Parkway project will relieve congestion on this section of Hwy 1 
which is about 2 miles north of the Devil’s Slide Project. SMCTA wants to have this project done 
by the time new Devil’s Slide tunnel opens in late 2010. Mike Thomas, Caltrans, mentioned how 
Devil’s Slide project is not a capacity improvement project but rather a storm damage project but 
agreed that it is still relevant to this project.  
Joe briefly explained the purpose of the project: to relieve AM and PM congestion and minimize 
environmental impact. To do this the project proposes to widen Hwy 1 from 4 to 6 lanes from 
Fassler Avenue to Reina Del Mar Avenue.  
 
Joe Hurley also mentioned that this project might be a good candidate project for a program meant 
to improve relationships between “self-help” counties and Caltrans. He explained that a “self-
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help” county is a county that has a Tax Measure and San Mateo County is one of these counties 
along with most counties in the Bay Area. 
 
Brad Leveen, MTCo, gave a more detailed explanation for context, background and purpose of 
the project. There are traffic congestion issues at the 2 signalized intersections in the project. In 
the morning there is traffic congestion at the intersection of Fassler Ave and Hwy 1 caused by 
large amount of traffic merging at the intersection from Fassler Ave and northbound Hwy 1. Mike 
Thomas asked about the volumes at the intersection and Greg Riessen, Fehr & Peers, provided 
current volumes at the intersection. The volume at this intersection is calculated at about 2600 vph 
and Mike stated that based on these values, mainline capacity is not an issue but this is an 
intersection control issue. Greg and Brad agreed with Mike’s statement. Mike asked if there have 
been any traffic forecasts done at the intersection. Phillip Cox, Caltrans, said there were traffic 
forecasts done but a long time ago. Brad stated that the traffic analysis for 2035 was finished and a 
draft report was submitted. Greg read out the values of the traffic forecast for 2035, which showed 
an 18% increase in traffic at the intersection with a linear increase of 0.75% per year. 
 
Brad briefly reviewed the two previous project meetings: the Project Initiation Meeting held on 
March 1, 2007 and the Environmental Scope Meeting held on March 15, 2007. 
 
II. Traffic 
 
Brad reviewed the proposed geometric design and explained how the highway will be widened 
between the intersections from 4 to 6 lanes and the widening limits will extend before and after 
the intersections to allow for merging from 2 to 3 lanes. Brad explained that the latest traffic study 
shows we can use the inside southbound lane for a left turn lane at Fassler and only need to carry 
2 lanes through the intersection. At this point Lance Hall, Caltrans, said he would not recommend 
“trapping” that left lane.  
 
Mike Thomas asked a few questions about the project: 

• Based on the numbers we need 6 or more lanes at the intersections but not necessarily all 
the way from one intersection to the other. Mike asked if this alternative was considered. 
Brad mentioned that the alternative was considered along with various other ways to deal 
with this from changing the timing at the intersections to only widening at the intersections 
but it came out that the widening essentially has to extend the full length between 
intersections to provide the maximum benefit. 

 
• Mike Thomas asked if anyone knew what the statutory designation of Route 1 is at this 

location; if it is on a freeway or expressway system. Nobody knew about this and Mike 
said this is something we should be aware of. This information is available in the Caltrans 
Statutes manual. Mike retrieved a copy of the manual during the meeting and said that 
Hwy 1 is part of the freeway/expressway system at this location. Mike also said the 
Statutes manual is a bit outdated but he doubts anything changed regarding the 
designation. From the discussion it is agreed that we don’t necessarily have to build an 
expressway here but we should progress towards building the expressway and not away 
from it. Mike said if the road is not making progress toward an expressway it could result 
in future issues. Also the issue of road designation must be addressed in the environmental 
documents. 
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• Mike also asked if grade separation was considered for this project. Brad explained that 

grade separation is being considered but the widening at grade seems like a more viable 
alternative for now.  

 
The discussion included issues related to doing a grade separation at Reina Del Mar, improving 
and widening Fassler Ave and reducing the footprint of the project by using a concrete barrier or a 
striped median on Hwy 1. 
 
III. Environmental Studies 
 
Brad asked John Schwarz, David J Powers & Assoc., to talk about environmental issues for the 
project. John talked about the Environmental Scope Meeting held on March 15, 2007 and issues 
brought up at that meeting and what environmental issues and documentation would be needed for 
the project. He said that at that time it was concurred by everyone that the appropriate 
environmental document would be an EIR/EA. At this point Joe Hurley asked if federal 
requirements are needed for the project and from the discussion it was agreed that since Federal 
Action or Federal Funding will be relevant to the project, then federal requirements will have to be 
addressed for the project. 
 
The discussion moved towards environmental impacts and the issue of positive environmental 
opportunities was brought up.  
 
Pat Boursier and Julie Klingmann, H.T. Harvey, talked about the work done for addressing the 
issue of environmental impacts at the wetland area. 
 
John Schwarz asked where to submit environmental documents to Caltrans. It was agreed that all 
documents should be submitted through Mohammad Suleiman and Ed Pang and they will route 
the documents as necessary. To make submittals more efficient, Julie Klingman will contact 
Margaret Gabil, Caltrans, to discuss details about necessary documents. 
 
The issue of access to the wetland on the old quarry site (private property) was discussed and it 
was agreed that Joe Hurley will address this issue with the property owner. 
 
 
Cultural Resources 
Brad asked Colin Busby, Basin Research, to talk about cultural resource impacts. Colin talked 
about work that has been done already and pointed out areas that are going to be relevant to 
cultural resources. Colin also mentioned he prepared rough drafts of needed documentation and at 
the moment is waiting for APE Map and Project Description to be finalized. There is a draft of the 
APE map and Project Description and Brad Leveen will submit these to Caltrans soon (they were 
submitted to Mohammad after the meeting). 
 
Lance Hall and Mike Thomas again showed concern about the #1 lane being “trapped” into a left 
turning lane at Fassler intersection and suggested to Brad to look into widening Fassler Ave. Joe 
Hurley agreed to evaluate, from an operations point of view, the widening at Fassler Ave and 
include that into the APE if it is relevant. 
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It was agreed that everybody should use the same Project Description for the technical studies 
once this is finalized and the Project Description should touch on all alternatives presented. At this 
point there are two primary alternatives being considered: (1) a 4 to 6 lane widening at-grade; and 
(2) a grade separation at Reina Del Mar Ave with 4 to 6 lane widening at-grade at Fassler Ave. 
 
Biological Resources 
Biological Resources have been discussed already and it was agreed to move on. 
 
Water Quality 
Han-Bin Liang, WRECO, gave a brief description of areas within the project where water quality 
issues would have to be addressed. 
  
Decided it was premature to discuss air quality, noise and the other environmental issues in the 
agenda since there had been little work done in those areas. 
 
IV. Engineering Studies 
 
Brad mentioned that a consultant would prepare necessary geotechnical studies but at this time 
there wasn’t any work done.  
Brad also said that work will begin shortly on all other engineering studies now that we have a 
good idea about project limits and footprint. 
 
V. Other Agency Coordination and Public Involvement. 
 
These issues were briefly discussed in the interest of time. 
Joe Hurley raised a question about Caltrans involvement in community meetings and it was stated 
that Caltrans supports the project and will participate and be involved in community meetings, but 
will not be involved in setting up and coordinating these meetings. 
 
VI. Other Concerns 
 
A Coop agreement is needed between SMCTA and Caltrans for this project. 
 
No other concerns were addressed at this time as it was considered premature. 
 
VII. Next PDT Meeting 
 
Mohammad Suleiman and Brad Leveen will set up the next meeting within the next 4 to 6 weeks. 
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ACTION ITEMS 
 
The following list indentifies outstanding or recently completed action items from the current 
and previous meetings. 
 

PDT Action Item From To Provide By Status 
00 (1)   Provide schedule for traffic analysis Brad Leveen Joe Hurley Mar 9, 2007 Done 
00 (2)   Provide forecast methodology Chris Mitchell Phil Cox Mar 9, 2007 Done 
00 (3)   Approve forecast methodology Phil Cox Chris Mitchell Mar 16, 2007 Done 
00 (4)   Provide recent SMCTA traffic counts Joe Hurley Chris Mitchell Mar 7, 2007 Done 
00 (5)   Provide existing/future traffic models Chris Mitchell Lance Hall Mar 30, 2007 Done 
00 (6)   Provide detailed environmental scope John Schwarz Ed Pang Mar 2, 2007 Done 
00 (7)   Provide comments on PA/ED scope Ron Moriguchi Brad Leveen Mar 9, 2007 Done 
00 (8)   Set follow-up meeting with Environmental John Schwarz Ed Pang Mar 16, 2007 Done 
00 (9)   Begin environmental technical studies Consultants  Mar 5, 2007 Started 
00 (10) Provide extra PSR copies to Caltrans Van Ocampo Ron Moriguchi Mar 9, 2007 Done 

00 (11) Provide copies of current project exhibit Joe Vu 
Ron Moriguchi, 
Tracy Bertram, 
John Schwarz 

Mar 9, 2007 Done 

00 (12) Provide confirmation on English/Metric 
format requirements for Supplemental PSR Ron Moriguchi Brad Leveen Mar 16, 2007 Open 

01 (13) Obtain access to private property at wetlands  Joe Hurley ASAP Open 
01 (14) Submit APE Map and Project Description  Brad Leveen Feb 16, 2008 Done 
01      
01      
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