
I wanted to give you a heads up about a new book from local author 
Peter Richardson, NO SIMPLE HIGHWAY: A Cultural History of 
the Grateful Dead by Peter Richardson (St. Martin’s Press; 
January 20, 2015; $26.99 hardcover). Harper’s Magazine recently 
acclaimed that “Richardson writes with enthusiasm… [and] paints the 
Dead as a utopian experiment in a long American tradition” (full list of 
praise below). 
                                                                                                           
For almost three decades, the Grateful Dead was one of America's most 
popular touring bands. While many of their peers flashed brilliantly 
across the scene, the Grateful Dead became one of the counterculture’s 
most distinctive, successful, and durable institutions. Now, with the 50th 
anniversary of the band’s creation in 2015, NO SIMPLE HIGHWAY 
is the first book to attempt and answer the deceptively simple question 
of why. To do so, Richardson draws on new research, interviews and a 
fresh supply of materials from the Grateful Dead Archive, arguing that 
the band’s lasting appeal came from successfully tapping powerful 
utopian ideals that inspire generations of American youth. 
  

EVENTS 
                                                                                                        
January 20, 2015  DIESEL BOOKSTORE – talk/signing, 5433 
College Avenue, Oakland 
  
January 21, 2015  THE BOOKSMITH – launch party 

1644 Haight Street, San Francisco 
  
January 22, 2015  CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY – panel 
discussion (entry fee applies), 678 Mission Street, San Francisco 
  
January 28, 2015  BOOK PASSAGE – in conversation with Paul 
Liberatore, 51 Tamal Vista Boulevard, Corte Madera 
  
February 20, 2015  COPPERFIELD’S BOOKS – talk/signing, 138 
North Main Street, Sebastopol 
  



March 12, 2015  PUBLIC LIBRARY – talk/signing, 840 West Orange 
Avenue, South San Francisco 
  

ADVANCE PRAISE 
“While Dead devotees will revel in the wealth of biographical details 
here, every reader interested in music and its social repercussions will 
find Richardson’s work both captivating and instructive.” —Booklist 

  
"[A] far-ranging look at the ultimate jam band in the acid-drenched 

context of their formative years."—Kirkus 
  

"The psycho-socio-musical experiment that was the Grateful Dead 
packed a unique complexity and sheer substantiality into their ongoing 
if occasionally bumbling attempts to recast the American dream. In No 

Simple Highway, Peter Richardson deftly applies a clear-eyed, 
insightful, and wide-ranging vision in explicating the reasons that a 

gaggle of stoned musicians was able to generate one of the most 
enduring communities in American social history." —Dennis McNally, 

G.D. historian and author, On Highway 61/Music, Race, and the 
Evolution of Cultural Freedom 

  
"Training his eye through the telescope of cultural history, Peter 

Richardson's entertaining and well-researched No Simple Highway 
reveals the valleys, craters, and mountains of the moonscape that 

comprise the history of the Grateful Dead."—Peter Conners, author of 
Growing Up Dead and JAMerica 

 
“No Simple Highway is a rare combination of excellent research and 

move-it-along readability. This is a book to return to, again and 
again.”—Rosie McGee, Author/Photographer, Dancing with the 

Dead—A Photographic Memoir 
  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
PETER RICHARDSON is an author and lecturer in the humanities 
department at San Francisco State University and outgoing chair of the 
California Studies Association. Before that, he was an editor at the 



Public Policy Institute of California, a think-tank based in San 
Francisco; a tenured English professor at the University of North 
Texas; and an acquisitions editor at Harper & Row, Publishers. He 
holds a Ph.D. in English from the University of California, Berkeley. 
He lives in San Francisco. His previous book, A Bomb in Every Issue, 
recounts the rise and fall of Ramparts magazine.	  


