
Letters and Op-Ed policy
We welcome your letters to the editor and 

guest opinion columns. They are a vital part of 
this community newspaper. But our time and 
space are limited, so we ask you to share re-
sponsibility with us by following these rules:

•Be brief: 250-300 words for letters, 750 
words for op-ed pieces. We don’t plan to count 
words, but submissions clearly exceeding 
these limits will not run. People may edit down 
and resubmit if they wish.

•Be civil and neighborly: no name-calling, 
no rants or sermons, no personal attacks. 
Stick to the issues. We will not print any libel-
ous or inflammatory material. We reserve the 
right to decline a letter.

•Be clear and concise. Check your gram-
mar and logic. Do NOT send multiple or rough 
drafts — final version only. We reserve the 
right to edit minor errors of spelling, punctua-
tion, and fact, but if your submission requires 
major editing, we will return it to you to fi x and
resubmit if you wish.

•The deadline for all submissions is Friday 
noon of the week preceding publication.

•We will apply these rules fairly and con-
sistently to all our valued contributors: no ex-
ceptions, no special favors.

•Please provide your full name, address, 
and telephone number with all submissions,
but only your name and district where you live 
will appear in print.

• Send your submission by email to elar-
sen@bayareanewsgroup.com, U.S. mail to 59 
Bill Drake Way, Pacifi ca, Calif. 94044, fax 359-
3821, or in person to 59 Bill Drake Way (for-
merly Aura Vista Dr.). Please type and double 
space. Email submissions are preferred.

Submitted Photos Policy
• Send jpeg photos by email to elarsen@

bayareanewsgroup.com. Photos submitted 
may be published at our discretion in the Pa-
cifica Tribune or any of its publications, or any 
other BANG newpaper or website.

* The opinions and “factual
assertions” expressed by columnists &
letter writers are theirs alone and not 
those of the Pacifica Tribune.
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FULL STEAM AHEAD
Happy New Year to all my loyal readers. Keep in touch in 2013. 
You are my eyes and ears in the community, so remember to
email me your news and views. My email address is in
MAYBURRITOVILLE at the end of this column.

CAR ALARM: SECURITY SOLUTION
Put your car keys beside your bed at night. If you hear a suspi-
cious noise outside or inside your house, just press the panic
button for your car alarm. The alarm will go on and the horn 
will continue to beep until you turn it off or the car battery
dies. It’s a security alarm system that you probably already
have and requires no installation. Test it. It will go off from 
almost everywhere inside your house. It works whether you 
park in your driveway or garage. If your car alarm goes off 
when someone is trying to break into your house, odds are the 
bad guy won’t stick around. After a few seconds, the neigh-
bors will be looking out their windows to see who is out there.
Also, remember to carry your keys while walking to your car
in a parking lot. The alarm can work the same way there. This 
is something that should really be shared with everyone. It 
could also be useful for any emergency, such as a heart attack,
where you can’t reach a phone. (adapted from an Internet
posting)

LOWER SCHOOL TAX PASS RATE TO 55%
State Senator Jerry Hill (D-San Mateo) has introduced leg-
islation that would lower the threshold for voters to approve
school parcel taxes from two-thirds to 55 percent. If approved
by the Legislature during the new session and voters on the
statewide ballot in 2014, Senate Constitutional Amendment 3
would allow local school districts, community college districts,
and county offices of education to approve a local parcel tax 
with the same 55 percent vote required for local school bonds
used for capital expenses. “This legislation provides local
control for school funding and gives school districts flexibility
to prioritize spending on programs critical to students, teach-
ers and parents in each community,” said Hill, who served two
terms in the Assembly before being elected to the Senate in
November. “Voters in my district identified education funding

as their top priority and I’m committed to addressing this
critical issue which impacts the future workforce of our state.”
Since voters approved Proposition 39 in 2000, reducing the
voter threshold for approval of bonds from 67 percent to 55 
percent, 80 percent of local school bonds have passed. By com-
parison, during the past two decades only 55 percent of parcel 
taxes have met the required two-thirds threshold.

HERO PILOT
Scott McKellar says he recently took down an old book from
the shelf. It was a Jack London novel published 1904. Inside
the front cover, Scott found the signature “Rudolf Ander-
son.” On the Internet, Scott discovered several articles about
Anderson, the U-2 pilot shot down over Cuba while fl ying a
reconnaissance mission for the U.S. Air Force. It is generally
accepted that Anderson’s high-altitude photographs of Soviet
missile bases in Cuba helped bring an end to the Cuban missile
crisis and possibly prevented World War III.

SWAMI SEZ
Pierre Messerli passes along a new word making the rounds: 
ineptocracy. Pierre says this pretty well describes most forms 
of government today.

FREE CREDIT REPORT
Don’t forget to order your free online credit report for this
year or next year at Annual Credit Report. This one covers all 
three credit bureaus: Experian, TransUnion, and Equifax.

SITESEER
Harmonica ace Buddy Greene wows ‘em at Carnegie Hall, 
playing classical-music favorites and other tunes. Just google
his name and check out the videos of this plain-talking mouth 
organ maestro.

HILL’S BILLS BECOME LAW IN 2013
State Senator Jerry Hill’s signed legislation goes into effect 
January 1. Google Jerry Hill for contact information and de-
tails on all of his bills, including gas pipeline safety, consumer 
rights, and education reform. Hill is Pacifica’s newly elected 
representative in the state Senate, and formerly our state 
assemblyman.

MAYBURRITOVILLE ONLINE
•Copyediting: Goofbuster
•Blogging: Pacifica Riptide
•Teaching: Inner Editor classes (community colleges)
•Meandering: Sierra Club (Loma Prieta Chapter) 
online newsletter column
•Email: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury

Both guns and
drugs should be
well
regulated

Editor:
Fear of inadequate police protec-

tion has driven Americans to buy more 
guns per person than ever before, de-
spite lower crime rates and a decline in 
hunting. Fear of boredom, insomnia or 
emotional pain drives many to buy alco-
hol and other drugs, risking addiction.
Money spent on weapons and drugs re-
duces that available to spend on hobbies
and other much more rewarding ac-
tivities. Many conservatives, who tradi-
tionally have believed with John Stuart
Mill that the only legitimate reason for 
restricting freedom is to prevent harm 
to others, ironically demand the right to 
harm others by shooting them yet forbid
people to take drugs, which, if they harm
anyone, harm the user, not others.

We require people to register and in-
sure their cars, even though cars aren’t 
designed to harm people. Why not re-
quire people to insure their firearms,
which are designed only to harm peo-
ple? Why not require drug users to buy 
insurance? Then insurance companies
would compensate the innocent victims
of gun or drug violence or their heirs for
their losses. Insurance companies could 
offer lower rates to people who keep
their guns and drugs locked up and take 
continuing education to reduce their 
chances of shooting innocent people. Al-
ternatively we could tax guns, ammuni-
tion and drugs and use the proceeds to 
compensate victims.

Modern technologies such as bar 

codes and RFID allow every dose of ev-
ery drug and every gun and bullet to be 
registered and tracked so that if minors 
or others forbidden to possess them are 
caught with them the source could be 
tracked and everyone involved could be 
fined, i.e., the purchaser, retailer, dis-
tributor and manufacturer would all be 
fined, which would encourage them all 
to be more careful.

Most recreational drugs cost very lit-
tle to produce and only the fact that they 
are illegal makes them expensive and 
thus so profitable to dealers. Legalizing,
controlling and taxing drugs would turn 
them from a cost into a profit center for 
government and remove the profits that 
violent drug gangs currently reap, just 
as happened after Prohibition ended. 
If addicts could obtain drugs cheaply,
they wouldn’t need to steal to support
their habits. Legal drugs would not 
be adulterated with impurities and of 
consistent dosage, reducing drug over-
doses and HIV infections from shared 
needles.

Our goal, however, should be to im-
prove society so citizens live with hope 
rather than fear and enjoy life without 
numbing or stimulating themselves 
with drugs and feel secure without pos-
sessing guns. If used at all, both guns 
and drugs should be used occasionally
for recreation, not as a substitute for 
adequate policing or just to get through 
another day.

James Goodell
Linda Mar

Dear Santa:
(Editor’s Note: The Tribune agreed 

to publish this letter that was delivered
to the Trib offices too late for publica-

tion, but our staff elves made sure it got 
to the North Pole in time).

What I want for Christmas is But-
terscotch Pony Doodle Bear, Barbie doll 
house, toy bunny, Fijit, Lalaloopsy doll, 
Bouncy the puppy, Moxie doll, Orbreeze 
soothing spa, furby, cutie pops doll, 
Alice in Wonderland, lip balm, guitar, 
baby hamster, socks, jean skirt, shirts, 
jacket, soccer ball and a teacup pig also. 
Santa, I will leave you cookies and milk 
and carrots for the reindeer. I love you. 
Merry Christmas.

Chanel, 8

Thanks, McDonald’s
Editor:
On Dec. 17, around 4:30 p.m., I inad-

vertently disrupted the operation of the 
drive-through windows at McDonald’s 
at 125 Monterey Road. While attempt-
ing to back out of the drive-through
lane, I pushed the right rear wheel of 
my vehicle over the curb. This caused 
my vehicle to become high-centered and 
stuck, blocking the lane. I told the staff 
working in McDonald’s what had hap-
pened and they were very supportive 
and helpful as I tried to get my vehicle 
moving and out of their way. One em-
ployee lent me her cell phone so I could
call roadside assistance and another 
drove me home (less than 5 miles from
McDonald’s) so I could talk to my wife 
and see if we could get the vehicle out of 
the drive-through lane.

Finally roadside assistance was able 
to free my vehicle and set me “on my
way.” All the same, I am grateful to the 
staff at McDonald’s for their courtesy 
and assistance at this trying time.

Craig Corwin
Vallemar


