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DOOM AND GLOOM
One by one, the sparkling holiday lights come down off 
the houses, hedges, and trees. Winter sets in with a ven-
geance. The newspaper, once fat with Christmas shopping 
come-ons, shrinks as the doorbuster sales wind down. The 
besieged malls and stores empty out. The awful, piped-in 
faux holiday music gives way to normal Muzak. People 
stay indoors watching contact sports on TV, thinking
about signing up for Weight Watchers or gym member-
ships. Fishing boats out at sea light up the horizon all 
night long, working to bring us the seafood we crave but 
probably can’t afford to buy anymore because Wall Street
has robbed us blind. Bright stars twinkle in the clear night
sky, but where is the rain? It is way too dry and cold. The
creeks are so low you can see rocks and debris lying high
and dry on the nearly empty streambeds. What is wrong
with this picture? What has happened to our so-called
happy new year? Do you need a happy pill? Sorry, afraid
all I have for you is bad news and more bad news.

CITY BUDGET CRISIS
An alarming yellow postcard from the City of Pacifica hits
everyone’s mailbox on New Year’s Eve shouting with a
bold headline: “BUDGET CUTS ARE IMMINENT! AND
CITY SERVICES WILL CHANGE!” In the crosshairs are
our libraries, senior services, and police department. If
you care about your community, make your voice heard
at City Hall: Take the online survey on the city website at
cityofpacifica.org/FinancingOptions or on PacificaRiptide.
com. Also, attend the Open House on Wednesday, January

11 from 6:30 to 9 p.m. at the Community Center, Crespi 
Drive at Highway 1. If you don’t take the survey and attend 
the meeting, if you don’t scream and holler like bloody hell, 
you may lose your librarian or cop. They are talking about 
cutting library hours and the Pacifica Resource Center 
budget. They are talking about shutting down our excel-
lent, community-focused police department and contract-
ing out law enforcement to the county sheriff – a really bad 
idea, a bonehead move.

FIGHT THE 1 PERCENT
As if our local fiscal crisis were not bad enough, we also
face a troubling future on the national front. Four years
ago we elected our first African-American president,
Barack Obama, amid high expectations and high fi ves.
Today we cling to the hope that our underdog hero from
Illinois can survive another beating at the hands of the 
Republicans, who have hounded and blocked Obama 
throughout his first term, while protecting and serving the 
interests of the 1 percent: the wealthy, the powerful, the 
untouchable, unspeakable class that is ruining this coun-
try. If the rich 1 percent continues to gridlock Congress,
stymie the president, and dispossess us (the 99 percent),
then we are done for. We had better focus on the real en-
emy and not waste our energy fighting among ourselves.

TEA PARTY PROPAGANDA
In recent weeks, you have been subjected to a stream of
Tea Party propaganda at the top of this page. In letters to 
the editor, Mark Coby, Mike Gaynes, and others have done
yeoman work responding to this propaganda and its true
believers, so I have not entered the fray, and do not intend 
to. For a little counterbalance, though, I simply ask you to 
read political analysts like Michael Lind and Robert Reich,
who see the rise of the radical Tea Party as a dangerous 
precedent for the Republican Party and the nation. And
when you have processed that information, I urge you to 
write letters to the editor of this newspaper. As I do on my 

Pacifica Riptide blog, I beseech my readers who comment
for posting not to attack personalities but to address is-
sues, ideas, and facts. In other words, keep it civil, even if
the other side does not. Do not stoop to their level. What-
ever you think of the Tea Party and its teabaggers, try to 
take the high road!

SWAMI SEZ
“People are often unreasonable, illogical, and self-cen-
tered; forgive them anyway. If you are kind, people may
accuse you of selfish motives; be kind anyway. If you are 
successful, you will win some false friends and some true 
enemies; succeed anyway. If you are honest and frank, 
people may cheat you; be honest and frank anyway. What
you spend years building, someone could destroy over-
night; build anyway. If you find serenity and happiness, 
they may be jealous; be happy anyway. The good you do 
today, people will often forget tomorrow; do good any-
way. Give the world the best you have, and it may never
be enough; give the world the best you have anyway. You 
see, in the fi nal analysis, it is between you and God; it
never was between you and them anyway.” (attributed to
Mother Teresa)

FOR THE RECORD
Last week’s Wandering & Wondering column about my 20 
years in Pacifica was supposed to be titled “Twentysome-
thing,” but somehow the gremlins who live in the alley
behind the Tribune building got into our page proof and
changed my headline to “Thing,” which of course makes 
no sense. Oh well. FUBAR happens and I don’t want to
make a big “Thing” out of it. Just wanted you to know.
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What I would say if
anyone cares to listen

My New Year‘s Wish:
That we fi nally get a City 

Council member and/or Plan-
ning Commissioner who will 
speak the truth and do the right 
thing.

For example, a developer 
wants to build an assisted liv-
ing facility in an area of town 
that already has a senior com-
plex, local shopping center and 
library on the site of an old, 
broken-down greenhouse. It’s 
right in line with the politically 
correct worries about an aging 
Baby Boomer generation need-
ing extended care and yet some 
over-zealous environmentalists 
claim this project will harm the 
Steelhead trout in the creek.
The only thing harming the 
creek’s wildlife is all the tires
and junk and debris that Lynn 
Adams and her dedicated band 

of Earth Day volunteers pull out 
every single year. Trash that is 
tossed into it by Pacifi ca resi-
dents.

Environmentalism is a good 
thing. But over-zealous environ-
mentalism is an insult to intelli-
gent people. Let’s stop pander-
ing. So my New Year’s wish is 
this: For a Pacifi ca leader to say 
to the person arguing this non-
sense at the council  podium: 
“That’s the most ridiculous ar-
gument I’ve ever heard.” And 
to mean it. That’s who I would 
consider a true leader.

Editor’s Note: I have been 
a reporter and later managing 
editor of the Pacifi ca Tribune
since 1987 and was promoted 
to Editor/Publisher in 2007. I 
welcome rebuttals to any of my 
commentary in the spirit of free 
speech.

BY JEAN BARTLETT
CORRESPONDENT

At the end of March
2011, I approached Pacifica 
Tribune editor and pub-
lisher Elaine Larsen with 
a column idea – Bartlett’s 
Bullets. With a notepad, a 
camera and a relatively an-
cient, yet small recording 
device my plan was to hit
the streets of Pacifica and 
ask a question weekly to
six individuals. (The ques-
tions are my choice and 
are based on news events 
and community conversa-
tions.) Why?

First off, I like people 
and I like Pacifica. It’s the
most community-spirited
town I have ever encoun-
tered as well as one of the 
most opinionated. And it’s 
just plain interesting to 
hear what people think –
especially those who aren’t 
expecting a question. In
this case, maybe it could
offer a tiny bit of volume 
to quieter citizens. Finally 
there was the lure of “only 
in your Pacifica Tribune.” 
If the bullets only ran in 
the paper, and not online,
maybe that would inspire
more people to buy more
papers.

At the end of March,
Elaine gave the “Bullets” a
green light and on April 5, 
I asked my first question:
“Do you think our govern-
ment should look towards 
fixing and acknowledg-
ing poverty in this coun-
try first before it spends 
money on another coun-
try’s problems?” I knew 
this was a strong question
and one that people might 
run from. It’s one thing to
have an opinion, it’s an-
other to attach your name
and face to it. Still, each
person I asked that day an-
swered it and answered it
strongly.

“Our pockets hurt ev-
ery time we set foot out-
side of the United States,” 
said one person. “Our own 
people are hurting and we
really should be the focus,” 
said another. “We have 
kids starving in Oakland,
in Appalachia, and every-
where else in our country 
and I get tired of seeing
our country taking care
of everybody else but we 
don’t seem to take care of 
ourselves,” said a third re-
spondent.

Admittedly, most people
said much more off the re-
cord than on, which is not 
unusual for the harder hit-
ting questions. Questions
such as – “Are we losing 
our social skills with our 
dependence on computers 
and cell phones?”

“Do you think Congress
represents the people?” 
“How does this country 
rate in regards to pro-
viding necessary dental 
care?” and “What do you
think of the Occupy Wall
Street movement?” – all 
elicited this response: “I 

know you can’t print all of 
this in the paper, but let 
me just say…” One gentle-
man talked for 15 minutes
“off record,” regarding his 
opinions on Congress.

One local question 
also stirred up hearty re-
sponses – “What kind of
event would you like to see
Pacifica host?” In all cases, 
people loved their town 
and wanted to see more in-
come-bringing, fun events 
right here in Pacifica.

Every person met did 
not answer a question.
Some because they were
from out of town and the
question was Pacifica spe-
cific. Some didn’t answer 
because English was not 
their first language. Some 
people wanted to hear the 
question but were too shy
to be in the paper and some 
were afraid their answer 
might inspire a terse Let-
ter to the Editor response. 
(No person who responds 
to a “Bartlett’s Bullet” will 
be singled out because of 
their answer in a Letter to 
the Editor. This has been a
condition from the start.)

The most surprising re-
sponse was a guy who told
me he would answer my
question until he realized I 
really wasn’t kidding about 
needing his name and his
photo in order to use his 
response. The question 
was “What business in Pa-
cifica, do you think is one 
of our local treasures?”

The man raged against 
the press and how they 
had ruined this country 
by making everything up
and that he didn’t want his 
name attached to anything 

that was a lie. However, he 
would be happy to anony-
mously speak on which Pa-
cifica business was his fa-
vorite. Declining his offer, 
I made my move over to an-
other possible “answer-ee” 
about 15-feet away. “Fine!” 
he called out. “That’s what
you people do. Run when 
you can’t take the truth!”

One time I pulled into 
a parking place on Beach 
Blvd. Figured, I’d talk to 
people walking along the 
Sharp Park promenade. 
But no sooner did I park 
when at least 10 seabirds 
began dive-bombing my 
car with unrelenting vigor. 
Driving away with equal 
vigor, I made a mental note 
to self: “Always check a
parking space for a hearty 
pileup of favored bird 
snacks before pulling in. 
Ask question tomorrow.”

Once walking down 
Palmetto, armed with a 
question, I wondered if I 
was the last person living 
on the Earth. I could have 
shot a bowling ball in any 
direction for a good 10 min-
utes without hitting a soul. 
But then magic! People be-
gan turning onto Palmetto
from every corner.

Sometimes I see friends
I haven’t seen in too long 
(Nicole and Patrick come 
to mind) going by in the
distance while I am inter-
viewing someone. Some-
times, as I enter a space 
with my camera around 
my neck and notebook in 
hand, I see people that I 
know well, giggling while 
they scurry out of reach 
– “No! Don’t ask me a ques-
tion. Wait. What is the 

question?” And sometimes
I meet people who tell me 
stories that cover so much
more then I could have
ever asked for – the fish-
ermen along the Pacifica 
Pier come immediately to 
mind.

Because of seeking out 
locations where I can find
more than a few people to 
ask questions, I learned 
that Mazzetti’s Bakery
hosts an extraordinary
group of individuals who 
go there daily to discuss 
any topic. They range in 
age from 50 plus to 90
plus, many are retired,
they offer the spectrum of 
political views, and all have
worked, or work at, a great
variety of jobs. Their only
rule is, “Be nice.”

Generally, and to my 
surprise, I’m not asked
much about the paper, 
other than people worry
if it’s doing okay in these 
struggling newspaper 
times – “subscribe” is al-
ways the answer. I do hear 
occasional complaints
about the Letters to the 
Editor being too nasty or 
too long, but mostly peo-
ple just enjoy the fact that 
someone wants to know 
what they think.

Bartlett’s Bullets is a
foot journey – you can’t get 
an answer unless you are 
willing to walk to where
an “answerer” travels. In 
2011, 198 people all agreed 
to have their photo taken,
have their thoughts quoted 
and attach their name to 
their opinion for the Paci-
fica Tribune. For me this 
walk is a journey of com-
munity.

Street tales from the
Bartlett behind the bullets

Mike’s Minutiae
 Happy New Year!  We all cer-

tainly hope that it is better for us 
all. I looked it up to see where the 
name for January came from and 
discovered not surprisingly that it 
came from the ancient Greek and 
Roman mythology. The Greeks
had the god Janus who was the 
God of the doorway and thus it 
became January the door to the 
New Year. The Romans also had 
the name of the first month of 
the year to be January Statues of 
Janus often depict him with two 
heads one looking back and the 
other forward. Like one of those 
fire exit doors that are locked.
Onceyougothrough you can’t get 
backinand have to walk down the 
12 flights of stairs to get out. For
those of us old enough to remem-
ber “E Tickets” at Disneyland we 
have bought the ticket and are on 
theride.

Lots of stuff happens in Janu-
ary. You get your 1099’s and W-
2’s so you can settle up with your 
Uncle Sam and Sacramento by 
April 15th. Did you know Uncle 
Samoriginated during the War of 
1812? Sam Wilson, a meat packer 
from Troy, NY, packed barrels
of beef for the Army and labeled
each barrel “US” for Untied 
States. The troops started calling
the grub Uncle Sam’s and thus 
was born our present day symbol 
ofthe beardedgentleman.

This was the month that a 
couple of events happened that 
still affect us today economically.
On January 1, 1502 Portuguese 
Explorers landed at Guanabara
Bay on the coast of South Amer-
ica and named it Rio de Janeiro
(River of January). Rio de Janeiro
iscurrently Brazil’s second largest
city. Rio de Janeiro is the capital
of Brazil which is now one of the
fastest growing economies in the 
world.Brazilisnotthe fifth largest 
economy in the world overtaking
the United Kingdom last year. 
By 2016 it is estimated that it will 
overtake France by 2016.  In Janu-
ary 1958 the European Economic
Union was formed by six coun-
tries that eventually formed the 
European Common Market we 
knowtoday. EEU is, as you know, 

goingthrough its challenges but in
general the economies of Asia and 
South America are overtaking
Europeingrowth.

January 1, 1863 is when our 
16th President Abraham Lincoln 
signed the Emancipation Proc-
lamation. A historical footnote is
that the Proclamation only freed 
slaves in states that were at that 
time in rebellion against the Fed-
eralGovernment. The four states,
Missouri, Maryland, Kentucky 
and Delaware that remained in 
the Union were still allowed to
keeptheir slavesasslaves.

As we face another year of 
Presidential politics and another 
Presidential election we should 
note that there have been up to 
now 56 Presidential elections, 44 
Presidents and 43 men that have 
beenPresident (Grover Cleveland
is counted as 2 Presidents having 
served 2 non-consecutive terms 
the22nd and 24th.) The only Presi-
dentialelection in an odd year was 
1789, when George Washington
waselected unanimously.

James Smithson, an English-
manwhonevervisited the United 
States, left his entire fortune of $10 
million, adjusted for inflation,  to 
the United States for “Estabillish-
ment of an institution for the in-
creaseand diffusion of Knowledge 
among men.” Smithson’s Institu-
tion now has a collection of over
100 million artifacts spread over 
19 museums and nine research
centers. The common nickname 
for the Smithsonian is America’s 
Attic.

It is generally acknowledged
that Portola’s expedition discov-
ered San Francisco Bay from Pa-
cifica’s own Sweeny Ridge. What 
is not generally known is that it 
was discovered by accident. Por-
tola and his group were supposed 
to find Monterey Bay but missed 
it. So Portola and Christopher
Columbus both have a couple of 
things in common. Both worked 
for Spain on their journey and 
both discovered something they
werenotlooking for.

—Mike O’Neill
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