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done his homework. Rich has a clear grasp 
of our city’s financial challenges, and has 
solid, sensible plans about how to grow 
revenues, build smartly, and keep Pacifi ca
beautiful. His experience, credentials and
balanced approach in this area won him 
the endorsement of both the labor unions 
and the Sierra Club. The other two candi-
dates for council I’m supporting are Mary 
Ann Nihart and Karen Ervin. Please join 
me in voting for Richard Campbell, Mary 
Ann Nihart and Karen Ervin for Pacifi ca
City Council.

Andrew Leone
Vallemar

Another vote for
Ervin, Campbell and
Nihart

Editor:
I am voting for Rich Campbell for the 

two-year Pacifica City Council seat, and 
Karen Ervin and Mary Ann Nihart for the 
four-year seats. I have talked in depth with 
these individuals, and am impressed by 
the knowledge, skills and experience each
one of them brings to the table.

Campbell is uniquely qualifi ed to get
our commercial development on track 
with reasonable, smart growth. His back-
ground as a land use attorney represent-
ing large developers, combined with his
environmental credentials as an Environ-
mental Protection Agency attorney and 
in-depth knowledge of planning as a plan-
ning commissioner, are what we need to
get our economy going.

Karen Ervin, a scientist, former school 
board trustee and member of the city Fi-
nancing Services Task Force, has a thor-
ough understanding of the city’s fi nancial
issues and knows how to balance budgets. 
She has demonstrated the ability to study 
issues and carefully consider all sides.

Incumbent Mary Ann Nihart has put 
her heart and soul into improving our city. 
Her efforts have begun to bear fruit as we 
have seen budgetary improvements and 
new businesses opening in Pacifi ca during
her term. We need her experience as we
transition into the next term.

Please vote for Rich, Karen and Mary
Ann.

Dinah Verby
Vallemar

Thanks from
Pacificans Care

Editor:
The board of directors of Pacifi cans

Care is proud to announce we raised more 
than $6,000 in sales and sponsorships for
local social service organizations at our 
Third Annual Fall Sweep City Garage 
Sale on Oct. 13. We would like to thank
the following garage sale hosts for making 
this such a successful event: Jenni Guib-
abdoulive, Pacifica Sea Lions; Christine 
Krenzel, Craig Corwin, Shirley Lorence 
and Janis Haynes, Pacifica Senior Ser-
vices; Amy Hogan, Pacifica Mother’s Club, 
Christine Stahl, Seaview Baptist Church, 
Bruce Banco, Leslie Kehoe, Danny Es-
trella, Pedro Point Community Associa-
tion, Jayanthi Linert, Donna Faber, Kathy 
and Stan Gustavson, Julie Lancelle and 
Nattie Juvland. The remaining hosts chose 

to remain anonymous.
We also would like to recognize the fol-

lowing organizations for the contributing 
to the success of the event. Big thanks to 
the Chamber of Commerce, the Pacifi ca
Tribune (particularly Elaine Larsen, Jean 
Bartlett and Carol Schivo), Pete Pereira,
Stan Gustavson, Nick Kiest, Channel 26 
TV, Coast Views Magazine and our Fall 
Sweep sub-committee.

Our major sponsors were Recology of 
the Coast, Caroline Totah Organizing So-
lution and The GraphicWorks. Their spon-
sorship covered the supplies and adminis-
trative costs of the event so that all funds 
raised could go to our grantees — Pacifi ca
Resource Center, Pacifica Youth Service
Bureau, Pacifica Senior Services and Pa-
cifica Child Care Services.

We couldn’t have done it without you, 
the shoppers and garage sale hosts/sellers.
Thank you for helping to “pay it forward”
during these challenging times and to care 
for those most in need in the community.

Anyone else who would like to contrib-
ute to our ongoing efforts or would like to 
be added to our mailing list or email list, 
please contact Pacificans Care at PP.O. 
Box 875, Pacifica, CA 94044 or email
Kathy Gustavson at kathygustavson7@
gmail.com

Pacificans Care Board of Directors

Two cents’ worth
Editor:
City Hall could have called Caltrans

and asked it to reset the lights in Paci-
fica. In fact, I called Caltrans as a private 
citizen and was told it would have taken a 
simple request by City Hall. I brought the 
information to City Hall and they sat on it, 
circular-filed it or shredded the informa-
tion. That would have been a very simple 
request.

As for asking local schools to stagger 
student drop-off times and encourage 
carpool kids in the morning, I understand 
parents drop off their kids on the way out
of town but many just turn around and 
come back home. Maybe the open enroll-
ment has to be studied. Send kids to school 
in their own neighborhoods instead of 
having people driving kids all over town. 
A drop-off point in Vallemar would help. 
Keep in mind this intersection hasn’t been 
changed or been perfected in more than 
30 years. Thirty years ago, Vallemar had 
considerably fewer homes than now.

Remember the city had the chance to 
be the lead agency and put money into this 
project but did nothing. This Highway 1 
debate was going on since the mid 1970s.

It is sad that a core few would rather 
see the town fail and fi le bankruptcy and 
not take its true potential as a beach town
and capitalize on it. Every other beach
town on the West Coast makes money off
being a beach town except Pacifica.

The core group continues to put its 
self-centered needs and wants ahead of 
everyone else in town. Only the core 50 
or so people cannot see the writing on the 
wall. Only a few parcels in town are left to 
bring in revenue producing projects, and 
the same old song and dance goes on.

You claim there was a traffi c problem
for Peebles to build in the quarry, but now 
you say there isn’t enough traffi c to justify
fixing Highway 1.

What about the Manor overpass? Last 
I heard, that was crumbling apart. Asking 
Caltrans to help fix this; have heard noth-
ing.

When I mention the area around San 
Bruno and the 1,000 housing units built 
across the Tanforan Shopping Center, 

I don’t hear a word. I offered to bring a 
couple of the core group members over to 
San Bruno for a fi eld trip and hear nothing 
but crickets.

Caltrans will do what Caltrans will do. 
You can start a blog, whine, complain,
start a bitch and moan site. Caltrans and 
the prison officers’ union are the most
powerful in the state.

Try to sue to slow them down and this 
core group will be crushed.

Just my two cents.
Jim Alex
Park Pacifica

Improve Pacifica
Editor:
I have recently come to know Mike

O’Neill and have had the chance to talk
with him about his views on the current 
state of affairs in Pacifica.

In talking to Mike I believe he can bring 
Pacifica to a better place, a place where we 
can sustain ourselves, providing services
that we all want and need. A vote for Mike 
O’Neill is a vote for an improved Pacifi ca.

Ray Richards
Pacifica

Campbell tells
it straight

Editor:
When asked about a critical issue, 

so many politicians these days put their
finger up to see which way the wind of 
public opinion is blowing before giving a 
carefully hedged answer. A case in point 
is the recent environmental issues forum 
at which all city council candidates were 
asked whether they support the widening
of Highway 1. Among the candidates for 
the two-year seat, Victor Spano and Mike 
O’Neill both said they don’t support the 
widening, yet both have stated elsewhere 
that they do. Which is it? (See the candi-
dates’ full answers on Pacifi ca’s Environ-
mental Family Facebook page).

For the two-year seat, Richard Camp-
bell stands out as the only candidate who 
has been willing to state a clear position.
He is against the widening and he sup-
ports alternatives to reduce traffi c. Camp-
bell clearly explains his position and backs 
it up with thoughtful research. And no
matter the audience, he tells them all the 
same thing. That is the sort of leadership
we desperately need in Pacifi ca. One need 
not agree with all Campbell’s positions,
but his honesty, straightforwardness and 
true leadership win my vote.

Carlos Davidson
Vallemar

Bad for business?
Editor:
Regarding the letter from Douglas Rob-

erts suggesting that President Obama is 
bad for business: Most Americans are mid-
dle class, and we cannot afford to splurge 
on automatic and retractable roofs and op-
erable skylights such as those found at Rol-
lamatic Roofs Inc. They could be afforded 
by the Mitt Romneys of America in the 14 
percent tax bracket. And if they aren’t buy-
ing, you can’t blame Obama for that one.

If the “trickle down effect” that the Re-
publicans believe occur because they pay 
about half the percentage that the middle 
class pay in taxes really worked, Rolla-
matic Roofs just might be rolling in sales. 
Just give the man his coat back.

Marie Martin
Park Pacifica

Rich Campbell 
for City Council

Editor:
I am supporting Rich Campbell for Pa-

cifica City Council and I hope you do, too. 
Rich has had a stellar tenure on the plan-
ning commission. Under his leadership the 
commission worked with the owner of the 
Pedro Point Shopping Center to get nicer 
signage, and has given approval to the 
kinds of businesses that Pacifica needs,
like The Surf Spot. This town has been di-
vided between a pro-environment commu-
nity and a pro-business community. While
standing strong for the environment, 
Campbell is the rare candidate who under-
stands that for Pacifica to have a thriving
business sector, we need to capitalize on 
our strengths as a beautiful spot and as a
place for us locals to spend our money. His 
plan for smart growth is unique in its abil-
ity to actually work. It is one thing to say 
you are for development, and another to 
have a thoughtful understanding of a real-
istic path to viable business development
consistent with our town’s strengths.

Cynthia Kaufman
Vallemar

Benghazi terror at-
tack

Editor:
I watched the Oct. 10 congressional

hearing on the Benghazi terrorist attack 
and it came out that Charlene Lamb, dep-
uty assistant secretary of international
programs for the U.S. Department of 
State, was getting a blow-by-blow account
of the attack as it went down. She had 
been asked multiple times in the past for 
additional security and the request was 
refused.

One congressman requested the re-
lease of what Lamb was receiving as the 
attack happened. There are also multiple
emails related to this attack and requests 
for additional security that should be made 
public.

So for Secretary of State Hillary Clin-
ton and President Barack Obama to spend 
two weeks blaming the attack on a video 
when they had proof it was a terrorist at-
tack as it was going down can be nothing
else but a cover-up and lies.

Apparently we could also have re-
quested help from our military for the U.S. 
Consulate and it would have been there 
within an hour. No request for help was 
ever sent.

For President Obama to go to Las Ve-
gas to raise funds almost immediately after
the attack was disrespectful and uncaring. 
He’s been meeting with entertainers such
as Beyonce, appearing on The View and 
different late night comedy shows many 
times. Yet he didn’t meet with one leader 
at the U.N. and couldn’t fi t in a meeting 
with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu. He has missed more than half of 
the presidential daily briefings.

The man who produced this question-
able video was arrested, supposedly on a 
probation violation, and is still languishing 
in jail. I heard he may not be released until 
after the election.

I recommend you order on Comcast 
pay-per-view the just released DVD movie
“2016: Obama’s America.” Also, read 
Obama’s two books. The Oct. 10 congres-
sional hearing on the Benghazi terrorist 
attack was on CSPN, and if you can watch 
a replay of it or read a transcript I would

First Flush
At the Secret Waterfall, volunteers with the Pacifi ca
Beach Coalition picked up 243 pounds of trash (mostly 
plastic bags) after last week’s first big rain. Styrofoam 
pieces were too numerous and too small to collect. Ian 
Butler called an alert, and the Pacifica Public Works 
Department within an hour had six men at the water-
fall picking up debris. Ian says, “This is a tiny fraction
of what was washed out to sea.” Public Works is inves-
tigating sources of the Styrofoam litter that flushes out 
at the waterfall several times a year after heavy rain.
Public Works is seeking funding to put in a storm drain
catchment device by Fairmont Park, and recently in-
stalled such devices at seven storm drains that flow to
the waterfall.

Esplanade Beach Cleanups
Esplanade Beach cleanups are on the second Thursday
afternoon of each month. Email Lynn Adams for info and
sign-ups: lynn4promos@aol.com

Blast Victims’ Families Target PG&E, CPUC
San Bruno residents, including Susan Bullis, who lost
three family members in the fatal Pacific Gas & Electric

Co. pipeline explosion, held a news conference Oct. 22 
near ground zero to announce they have collected more 
than 200 signatures in a petition drive calling for the 
ouster of California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) 
President Michael Peevey. The residents and their sup-
porters want Gov. Jerry Brown to replace Peevey be-
cause of the CPUC’s decision to suspend public hearings, 
which were to determine how much PG&E will be fi ned 
for the 2010 blast. Eight people were killed and more 
than 50 injured in the pipeline explosion. In addition, 38 
homes were destroyed and 17 damaged in the blast and 
fire that followed. San Bruno Mayor Jim Ruane and As-
semblyman Jerry Hill, who represents San Bruno, sup-
port the petition drive.  (Info: Kimberly Archie, spokes-
woman for San Bruno residents, 310-498-5985; Aurelio 
Rojas, communications director for Assemblyman Hill, 
916-747-3199)

Get the Facts Before You Vote
See all City Council candidate forums on PCT Channel 
26 on demand from the TV station website (pct26.com), 
if you have Windows Media Player.

Pirate Law #45
Pirate gunners on board pirate vessels must never wear 
hearing protection of any sort.

Block That Cliche
“Paint the town red.” Apparently, this expression comes 
from the quaint cowboy custom of busting out of the red-
light district (brothels and saloons) to whoop and holler 
all over town. (Gregg Levoy)

Swami Sez
“Corporation (noun): an ingenious device for obtaining 
individual profi t without individual responsibility.” (Am-
brose Bierce)

The Highwayman
Most vehicles on Highway 1 have only one occupant — 
the driver. Widening the highway just encourages more 
solo drivers. What a waste! Instead, why not encourage 
ridesharing, carpools, public transit, bicycles, Segways, 
walking, and telecommuting?

Siteseer
Mitt’s hidden agenda: romneytaxplan.com

Mayburritoville
•Copyediting: Goofbuster.com
•Blogging: PacificaRiptide.com
•Meandering: LomaPrieta.SierraClub.org
•Email: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury

Last Monday’s Pacifica City
Council meeting was somewhat 
disappointing regarding fairness
in applying business fi re inspec-
tion fees. Preventive measures
to improve fire safety clearly are 

important, but the process and 
fees involved need some atten-
tion.

State law requires, and com-
mon sense dictates, that a fee for 
a city service or a fire inspection

has to be fair and match the staff
time spent on the inspection. 
In other words, the city cannot 
overcharge for service.

The fire inspection fee is a key
example. Some inspections take 
five minutes and the fee is the 
standard $150. Some inspections 
for more complicated facilities 
may take longer. The fee remains
$150.

The Pacifica Chamber of
Commerce and the San Mateo
County Association of Realtors 

(SAMCAR) asked council to hold 
a study session to review this fi re
fee. After all, we are still in very 
challenging economic times and 
every expense is looked at really 
hard.

Council declined to hold the 
study session but moved ahead 
and gave the Sanchez Art Center
an exemption. Sanchez now pays 
a flat $150 for an inspection for 
the entire facility, which contains 
maybe 20 separate businesses/
art studios with signifi cant fl am-

mable material. A comparable 
office complex in town still pays 
$150 per offi ce and not a building 
flat rate. That is not fair and sets 
two standards for fi re inspec-
tions: Sanchez Art Center and 
everyone else.

Moving forward, the Chamber 
and SAMCAR will press forward
with council to schedule a study 
session to review fees and work 
to standardize and streamline 
fire inspection fees, as well all 
other fees.

Courtney Conlon
CEO, Pacifica Chamber of Commerce

Chamber Matters
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