
Letters and Op-Ed policy
We welcome your letters to the editor and 

guest opinion columns. They are a vital part of 
this community newspaper. But our time and 
space are limited, so we ask you to share re-
sponsibility with us by following these rules:

•Be brief: 250-300 words for letters, 750 
words for op-ed pieces. We don’t plan to count 
words, but submissions clearly exceeding 
these limits will not run. People may edit down 
and resubmit if they wish.

•Be civil and neighborly: no name-calling, 
no rants or sermons, no personal attacks. 
Stick to the issues. We will not print any libel-
ous or inflammatory material. We reserve the 
right to decline a letter.

•Be clear and concise. Check your gram-
mar and logic. Do NOT send multiple or rough 
drafts — final version only. We reserve the 
right to edit minor errors of spelling, punctua-
tion, and fact, but if your submission requires 
major editing, we will return it to you to fi x and
resubmit if you wish.

•The deadline for all submissions is Friday 
noon of the week preceding publication.

•We will apply these rules fairly and con-
sistently to all our valued contributors: no ex-
ceptions, no special favors.

•Please provide your full name, address, 
and telephone number with all submissions,
but only your name and district where you live 
will appear in print.

• Send your submission by email to elar-
sen@bayareanewsgroup.com, U.S. mail to 59 
Bill Drake Way, Pacifi ca, Calif. 94044, fax 359-
3821, or in person to 59 Bill Drake Way (for-
merly Aura Vista Dr.). Please type and double 
space. Email submissions are preferred.

Submitted Photos Policy
• Send jpeg photos by email to elarsen@

bayareanewsgroup.com. Photos submitted 
may be published at our discretion in the Pa-
cifica Tribune or any of its publications, or any 
other BANG newpaper or website.

* The opinions and “factual
assertions” expressed by columnists &
letter writers are theirs alone and not 
those of the Pacifica Tribune.
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Cartoon commentary by Tom Jackson

Re: Gun control
Editor:
In the aftermath of the horrifi c murders at 

SandyHook and while the NRA is being vilifi ed
for daring to suggest we place armed guards
in our schools to protect our children; while 
MNBC liberal commentator, Ed Schultz sug-
gest gun “confiscation” and lastly, while the 
touchy, feely liberals resurrect Rahm Eman-
uel’s soliloquy— “You don’t ever want a crisis 
to go to waste,” let us not forget the following: 
Mass killers are determined, deliberate and 
dead set on committing murder. They plan 
methodically how to execute their victims no 
matter what laws or other impediments the 
state attempts to place in their way. To these 
God-less, soul-less and evil-to-the-core indi-
viduals, the will to kill cannot be denied. For 
clarity, I shall repeat that again in the upper 
case: The Will to Kill Cannot Be Denied.

Bill Alverson
Pacific Manor

More on gun control
Editor:
Bob Hutchinson likes to use words like 

“dumb” and “stupid” in describing the pro-
posed reintroduction of the assault weapons 
ban. I won’t use the same terminology, but for 
a “pro gun person” Hutchinson has absolutely 
no idea what he’s talking about.

Hutchinson is fl at-out wrong that the “nut-
cases” in recent attacks all used handguns. 
Those 26 people in Newtown were slaugh-
tered with an AR-15 Bushmaster assault 
rifle, which was banned under the old assault 
weapons law. The Newtown killer and most 
of the other recent mass murderers were also 
armed with large-capacity ammunition mag-
azines that were previously illegal, and should 
be again.

Hutchinson is also totally off base in blam-
ing these tragedies on mental illness (which 

he knows nothing about) as if the weaponry
was irrelevant. By sheer horrifying coinci-
dence, another elementary school suffered a 
bloody attack on the exact same morning as 
the Newtown massacre. Twenty two small 
children and a teacher were the victims of a 
deranged man in Henan, China. The death 
toll: zero. The attacker was armed with a 
knife, not an assault rifl e. So the children are 
in the hospital, not the cemetery.

Hutchinson wanders off into the bizarre 
when he says police should be able to order 
mental evaluations of gun owners and inspect 
the homes of the “mentally challenged” at any 
time to see if guns are properly secured. How 
odd for such a passionate defender of the Sec-
ond Amendment to be so completely unac-
quainted with the rest of the Bill of Rights.

When machine guns were banned for pri-
vate ownership in the 1930s, America some-
how remained free. The 1994 assault weapons
ban likewise did not result in any loss of our 
ability to defend our freedom. Instead, we 
must now defend our freedom against those 
who believe their right to own weapons of war 
— guns designed for the sole purpose of kill-
ing large numbers of people – supersedes the 
right of America’s children not to be blown to 
bits in their classrooms.

Mike Gaynes
Moss Beach

Linked Taxation
Editor:
 As we move closer and closer to the fi scal

cliff, I’d like to present an idea that could help 
move the debate about taxation from philoso-
phy and self interest toward mathematics and 
common sense. It’s called Linked Taxation.
Linked Taxation is a fl exible, time based tax 
system designed to adjust to changes in the 
economy. In this system the unemployment
rate is directly linked to income tax rates ap-
plied to taxpayers making above $250,000 
per year. When unemployment drops to 2 
percent or less, the more fortunate would pay 
a predetermined lower rate depending on 

population, debt, and need. If the unemploy-
ment rate skyrockets, the tax rate for this
higher bracket would follow suit. Because of 
current technology, tax rates can be adjusted 
quarterly as well as exponentially. With 
Linked Taxation, the rate for taxpayers in the 
$250,000 per annum group would see a mar-
ginal rate increase, possibly 2 percent, while 
those above $400,000 per annum would see a 
slightly higher rate, perhaps 4 percent and so 
on. If someone works for 45 years and aver-
ages $100,000 per year, they will have made 
$4.5 million during their working life. As a
result, the most severe increases wouldn’t be-
gin until the $4.5 per annum mark, and would 
lower quarterly with increased employment. 
Essentially, the more people working in the 
United States, the less the top ratepayers will 
be asked to contribute. Linked taxation also
includes the idea that deductions can be built-
in to refl ect public contributions, job creation, 
and other charitable spending. This rewards
people after jobs are created instead of before 
they’re created and it will motivate business 
to keep people employed in the United States. 
These are tax deductions that are positive ec-
onomically. The Shiners Children’s Hospitals 
were not only a profound act of kindness and 
conscience; they’ve also functioned as a job 
creator if you will, and as a consumer. When 
someone pays the rent for a sick neighbor,
it not only benefi ts the sick neighbor, but al-
lows them to pay their landlord, who in turn
can pay the mortgage to the bank, which ulti-
mately benefits as well. This is “Trickle Down 
Economics” at its best. Ronald Reagan gladly 
paid 42 percent on his millions, President
Clinton paid 38 percent on his fortune. Com-
pare that with today where billionaires pay 13 
percent or less and you can see the problem.
Linked taxation ends the philosophical debate 
over the ethics and constitutionality of tax 
programs and laws and allows the wealthiest
Americans to set its own tax rate. What could
be more democratic and market friendly?

Michael Foley
Pacifica
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BRAND-NEW BAG
Go online to watch Ian Butler and The Humpbacks play an envi-
ronmentally friendly version of “Papa’s Got a Brand-New Bag” 
(vimeo.com/56030827). Their performance was part of Pacifica’s
2012 Earth Day celebration at Linda Mar State Beach. The City of
Pacifica recently passed a plastic-bag ordinance that will go into 
effect on Earth Day 2013. Thankfully, we may be spared the fate 
of New Jersey, which a comic said had the plastic bag as the state 
flower.

HEARTS OF THE DULCIMER
Pacificans Patricia Delich and Wayne Jiang are creating a docu-
mentary about mountain dulcimers. Visit their “Hearts of the Dul-
cimer” Facebook page to learn more about the making of the film
and the mountain dulcimer musicians and builders interviewed for 
the film.

EXTRA MILE
The Alliance gas station at Reina del Mar and Highway 1 is now a
Chevron Extra Mile station, and for now it offers one of the lower
prices in town: $3.43 a gallon. Stay tuned, fossil fuel consumers.

MAY THE PUNISHMENT FIT THE CRIME
State game wardens shot and killed two mountain lion cubs near
downtown Half Moon Bay on December 1. Now those officers
admit the cubs were much smaller and younger than they origi-
nally thought when they fired their weapons, and they say they
regret shooting the starving youngsters. The state fish and wildlife
agency has officially apologized for the mistaken shooting. That is
all well and good, but I think the guilty game wardens should do a
year of community service cleaning out cat litterboxes at the local 
animal shelter.

KEEP OUR CREEKS CLEAN & HEALTHY
As the rains pour down, we celebrate our coastal creeks. Ap-
propriately, someone distributed an anti-pollution flyer last
week to households along San Pedro Creek in Linda Mar. The
flyer describes how plastic six-pack rings, plastic shopping bags,
and cigarette butts can choke and poison wildlife and fish. The
solution? Reuse and recycle. Another problem for the creek is
dog waste. Dog owners need to clean up after their pets to keep

harmful bacteria out of the creek. Finally, vehicles drivers should
not wash their vehicles at home, where detergent and chemicals 
go down the storm drains and right into the creeks. Instead, they 
should use a commercial car wash, where wash water is recycled 
and cleaning agents are kept out of the environment. 

SECRET WATERFALL
Speaking of rain and creeks, Ian Butler says: “Recent downpours 
have brought out our hidden waterfall in all its glory. Not only are
the falls Yosemite-like, but the creek mouth is probably 100 feet
across! A few days later, all that will remain is the usual trickle of 
water, a few minor landslides, and a whole lot of trash.”

CUBBY BEARS
Alan Wald writes: “I’m a volunteer at the Pacifica Senior Center
monthly rummage sale, and have a couple of vintage Chuck E. 
Cheese-type animatronics bears that I want to sell on eBay to
benefit the seniors. Do you know anyone who can take a 30-second
video of these bears in motion, and upload it to YouTube (or even
to these bears’ eBay auction page) so I can incorporate the video
(or at least a YouTube link) in the item description? It would be 
nice to have someone do this for free, but I’m happy to give them a
few dollars or, better, a percentage of the net sale price. If you can 
help, please email me.” (alanwald@comcast.net)

ECO-WRAP
Amelia Williams has a good idea for next year, or any gift-giving
occasion: “Here’s an eco-wrap idea. I was inspired by the amazing
art form of Korean Wrapping Cloths. Buy holiday-themed yardage
to wrap presents and reuse every year. Some of this fabric is way
more beautiful than paper anyway. Too late for this year? Pop 
down to a Jo-Ann store after Christmas and buy it at half-price. 
You’ll be ready for next year. Each year I get another assortment.
Now I’m going to implement birthday cloth wraps. Encourage
your giftee to pass on the wrap.”

INNER EDIROT
“According to US website TMZ, Mila Kunis has allegedly been tar-
geted by a Ukrainian politician in an anti-Semantic rant.” (Yahoo 
Screen and dozens of other websites and blogs posted this item 
as is, including the uncorrected “anti-Semantic,” which should be 
enshrined as Typo of the Year in the Grammar Hall of Shame.

MAYBURRITOVILLE ONLINE
•Copyediting: Goofbuster
•Blogging: Pacifi ca Riptide
•Teaching: Inner Editor classes (community colleges)
•Meandering: Sierra Club (Loma Prieta Chapter) online newslet-
ter column; Peninsula Progress newspaper column
•Email: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury


