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OUTRAGEOUS
California Senator Leland Yee (D-San Francisco/San 
Mateo) has introduced legislation to stop employers 
from formally requesting or demanding employees or 
job applicants provide their social media usernames 
and passwords. The bill comes after a growing number 
of businesses and public agencies around the country
are asking job seekers and workers for their Facebook 
and Twitter account information and passwords. “It 
is completely unacceptable for an employer to invade 
someone’s personal social media accounts,” said Yee.
“Not only is it entirely unnecessary, it is an invasion of
privacy and unrelated to one’s work performance or 
abilities.” Rather than formally requesting passwords 
and usernames, some employers have demanded ap-
plicants and employees to sit down with managers to 
review their social media content or fully print out their 
social media pages. Yee says his bill will also prohibit
this practice. IIT Chicago-Kent College of Law professor 
Lori Andrews, who specializes in Internet privacy, told
the Associated Press that these practices, even when 
given voluntarily, should not be allowed. (from Senator
Yee’s press release)

ISRAELI DELICACY
Try shakshuka (eggs poached in spicy tomato sauce). I
adapted the recipe from Saveur magazine and further
modified it for the labor-saving cuisine of Juan “Chef
Boyardee” Mayburrito, with apologies to the nation of
Israel. This dish is easy, delicious, nutritious, and low
in carbohydrates. Feeds a small army: 1/4 cup olive oil;
chopped chiles or sriracha chile sauce, to taste;

1 onion, chopped (fresh or dehydrated); 5 garlic cloves,
crushed, sliced (or pureed fresh garlic); 1 teaspoon of
ground cumin; 1 tablespoon of paprika; 28-ounce can 
of crushed tomatoes, undrained; salt, to taste (kosher
sea salt from the Dead Sea…kidding); 6 eggs; 1/2 cup
of crumbled feta cheese; 1 tablespoon of parsley. Heat 
olive oil in a big frying pan or skillet over medium-high 
heat. Add chiles and onions. Cook and stir for 6 minutes. 
Add garlic, cumin, salt, and paprika. Cook and stir for 2
minutes. Add tomatoes and their liquid. Reduce heat to
medium, simmer, and stir until mixture thickens, about 
15 minutes. Crack eggs and distribute evenly across the 
top. Cover the pan and cook until the egg yolks are set, 
about 5 minutes. Using a spoon, baste the egg whites 
with sauce and without breaking the yolks. Sprinkle with
feta cheese and parsley. Serve as a side dish or dip with 
pita bread.

RECO RACCOON
On trash day, after the Recology truck came and left, I 
went outside and found litter all over the ground. I called
Recology to complain, and the pleasant service rep 
asked if I had animals. I said that the neighbors’ dogs are 
all fenced in, and my cats are always indoors. She said 
she meant raccoons. So I went back outside and took a
second look at the mess. Sure enough, there were sev-
eral sets of paw prints with the telltale five toes/fingers.
I went back inside and called the Recology rep to tell her
she was right.

CLASS FOR EDITORS AND WRITERS
“Pesky Critters and Bugaboos of English Grammar”
with Amy Einsohn, author of “The Copy editor’s Hand-
book.” Three Mondays (May 7, 14, 21) from 6:30 to 9 p.m.,
First Presbyterian Church, 2407 Dana Street, Berkeley,
Geneva Hall Room G207 (between BART stations at 
Rockridge and downtown Berkeley; church also has 
parking garage). $195 for enrollments paid on or before
April 30, $215 after April 30. Info:editcetera.com

ARE YOU NUTS?
I chatted recently with Mitch Reid about alternative fuel 
sources like the petroleum nut (Pittosporum resin-
iferum). I wonder if I could grow stuff like this here in
Pacifica as a way to raise money for the city (and supple-
ment my meager income as an ink-stained wretch).
Info: ideaconnection.com

BALD EAGLES RETURN
Staff writer Lisa Krieger of the San Jose Mercury, part
of our parent Bay Area News Group, reports: “A pair of
bald eagles is nesting on the San Francisco Peninsula 
for the fi rst time in nearly a century, a milestone for the 
once-endangered symbol of strength and grandeur.” 
Lisa adds that Sequoia Audubon volunteers are on hand
Saturdays and Sundays along Lower Crystal Springs
to help visitors see the eagles. WHEN: 9 a.m. to noon,
Saturdays and Sundays, through nesting, hatching, and
fledging (at least through early June). Rain cancels. 
WHERE: From 280, take Black Mountain Road west 
toward Crystal Springs watershed and golf course. Turn 
left on Skyline Drive toward Crystal Springs Dam and 
Sawyer Camp Trail. Drive about 1.5 miles south until you
see a gravel pullout at the first sight of the lake, right 
before the Kiewit Construction gate. Park on the gravel
shoulder. (Full story at insidebayarea.com, March 23)

SWAMI SEZ
“The Democrats are the party that says government will 
make you smarter, taller, richer, and remove the crab-
grass on your lawn. The Republicans are the party that
says government doesn’t work and then they get elected
and prove it.” (P.J. O’Rourke)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Meandering: LomaPrieta.SierraClub.org
•Copyediting: Goofbuster.com
•Blogging: PacificaRiptide.com
•Email: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury

Famous Birthdays

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, once you have your mind set on something, it is hard to
get you to think about anything else. This dedication can be an
asset at work but might also hinder relationships.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, you’re in good spirits this week and it could be because 
you received some good news that provides you with extra en-
ergy. Get tasks done and then have fun. 

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, it may be time for a change of scenery, especially if you
feel like you need recharging. Browse available travel deals and 
you can probably find something affordable.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, accept help when it is offered. Doing so will reduce
stress and put you in a better frame of mind. Someone close to 
you has a proposition.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, though you often enjoy being the center of attention, there
are many times -- like this week -- when you simply thrive be-
ing able to recuperate out of the limelight.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, when an opportunity presents itself, jump on it without 
delay. This could be the break you’re looking for, so don’t pass 
up the opportunity to get on board.

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, pick your battles and recognize that there are certain
things that you just can’t change. It may prove frustrating, but
that’s the way it is.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, sometimes the best way to help someone is to leave
them to their own devices. This week you’ll adopt this ap-
proach, and it will work out for the best.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, there is conflict at home, you must help reduce the
tension. It may take some time, but use this week to lay the 
ground work.

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, with so much change in the air, you may want to 
shout it from the hills. However, it may be wise to keep things 
hush-hush for a while until it’s all worked out.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, there’s no time like the present to do a self-analysis 
and take the steps to change something that has been on your 
mind. You’ll have the support of family.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, positive thinking can often help you overcome obstacles,
but so can simply taking some action. Expect good news this
week.

APRIL 15
Emma Thompson, Actress (53)

APRIL 16
Jon Cryer, Actor (47)

APRIL 17
Boomer Esiason, Athlete (51)

APRIL 18
Melissa Joan Hart, Actress (36)

APRIL 19
Hayden Christensen, Actor (61)

APRIL 20
Don Mattingly, Athlete (51)

APRIL 21
Tony Danza, Actor (61)

be comforted too, Mr. 
Blanchard? If Maher spoke 
of the President’s daughters, 
Malia and Sasha that way,
what are the odds that the 

Secret Service would have 
to restrain Mr. Obama?

Lastly and the most baf-
fling response of all came 
from Mark Coby, the con-
servative’s solution to the 
sleeping pill. Mr. Coby cited 
several court cases revolv-
ing around slander and libel 
issues replete with all the le-
galese no one should ever be

subjugated to in a lifetime,
let alone in a letter to the 
editor on one page.

Now if you people won’t, 
then allow me to answer the 
simple question.

The call was a politically 
motivated move amount-
ing to an attempt to steer
controversy over the Obam-
acare birth control  cover-

age mandate away from a 
discussion damaging to the 
President about forcing lead-
ers of religious institutions
to violate their conscience,
and instead toward a battle
over women’s  health rights.
That’s the answer in a nut-
shell.

See liberals, see how easy
it is? See Sandra hurt. See 

Sandra cry. See Sandra 
start to question why. See 
liberals lose. See liberals fall. 
See liberals once again, drop 
the ball

Mycondolences Mr. Cimo. 
While the country suffers 
terribly under the radical 
grip of this administration’s 
policies, you too are subject
to the onslaught of Kool-

Aid drinkers who will stop
at nothing and say anything 
in their plight to defend and 
support President Obama.

Keep up the  good fi ght,
sir, and just know that I have 
your  back. God willing that 
is, that my health holds out 
and the creek don’t rise.

Bill Alverson 
Sharp Park

My Turn
Paul Slavin

Reading Dave Mercurio’s 
Letter to the Editor in last 
week’s Tribune reminded 
me again how poisonous the
political atmosphere can get
around here.

Mr. Mercurio castigates 
councilmembers Len Stone 
and Mary Ann Nihart for not
supporting an early city-wide 
ballot measure for a 1/2 per-
cent sales-tax increase, as 
suggested by the Financing
City Services Task Force. It
is assumed this money would 
help bankroll our Police De-
partment, although the Task 
Force has cautioned that this
measure alone would not
guarantee the department’s 
survival. Nevertheless, Mr. 
Mercurio views Stone and
Nihart’s decision as “shame-
ful, careless and irrespon-
sible.” I think he’s wrong on
every point.

First of all, it is clearly 
the responsibility of the City
Council to explore and evalu-
ate every possible budget-
ary saving. Our city is going
broke; we’ve cut back to the 
bone at Public Works and 
everywhere else, with more 
cuts looming, and we’re pass-
ing the hat for the Resource 
Center. I think it would be
careless and irresponsible 
not to even look at outsourc-
ing our Police. To do that 
intelligently we have to have 
the relevant fi gures from the 
County Sheriff, which we 

should shortly receive. (Why 
we don’t already have these 
numbers is another ques-
tion.) This delay has moved 
the sales-tax issue beyond 
the deadline required for the 
June ballot.

Once we have the Sheriff’s 
proposal in hand, we can
compare both departments, 
apples to apples, and make a 
better, more informed deci-
sion. This is not to imply by 
any means that we should 
automatically go with the 
less costly option. There are 
many benefi ts in having our 
own local force, potential 
advantages in service lev-
els, accountability, response 
time, and local knowledge, 
and these must be carefully 
considered. But, contrary to
Mr. Mercurio, there is a price
that’s put on safety, a very 
substantial price, including 
both present salaries and fu-
ture pensions and benefi ts. 
Len Stone quite rightly feels 
obligated to determine the 
difference in cost, in actual 
tax-payer’s dollars, between 
the two departments. Simple 
due diligence.

Mr. Mercurio, evidently 
having already made up his
mind, feels we should have
gone ahead with the bal-
lot anyway, and that Stone 
and Nihart’s actions “took 
away our say in the matter”. 
But this is going to be an 
extremely important deci-

sion, with long-range conse-
quences, and it only seems 
prudent to have all the perti-
nent information available to 
the electorate BEFORE they 
have their say.

The fact that Len Stone 
was supported by the Paci-
fica Police in the last election 
is entirely beside the point. 
He was elected to represent 
the whole community, all of 
us, and that appears to be ex-
actly what he is doing, and in 
very difficult circumstances. 
Sounds like almost the oppo-
site of “shameful” to me. He 
may have lost Mr. Mercurio’s 
vote, but his thoughtful, busi-
ness-like, even-handed ap-
proach has won him many 
others.

I also agree with Mary 
Ann Nihart’s contention that, 
at this time, a public vote on 
the sales-tax would be a very 
chancy affair. Pacifi ca vot-
ers have been very reluctant 
lately to pass any additional 
revenues for a Council that
has presided over years of 
financial failure. The last
decade has been a litany of 
stalled development, lost op-
portunities, a never-ending 
debate over Hwy. 1 improve-
ments, the bio-diesel fiasco,
a neglected sewer system, 
costly city lawsuits, crum-
bling infrastructure, and a 
constantly shrinking bank 
account. Although the pres-
ent recall effort seems like an 

impulsive, half-baked idea to 
me, I can easily understand
the anger and frustration
that motivates it. People are 
fed up. A tax-raising ballot 
measure right now wouldn’t 
have a snowball’s chance in 
hell.

Mr. Mercurio blithely 
states that, “If the ballot 
measure was allowed to go 
through and it didn’t pass, 
then so be it.” But an impor-
tant issue like this, once de-
feated, would be extremely 
difficult to revive at a later
date, and our fi nancial future 
might well depend on its’ pas-
sage. Better here to be more 
cautious than carefree.

We are all aware of the 
geographical limits of Pa-
cifica; we have a scarcity of 
open, stable, buildable land, 
a decentralized pattern of 
development, minimum road 
access, and, consequently, a 
limited tax-base. That’s why 
it’s so important to maximize
every opportunity, scrutinize
every expenditure, and not 
make any mistakes. If Mary 
Ann Nihart and Len Stone 
are given a chance, and some
help, they could form the nu-
cleus of a Council marked by 
fiscal responsibility and a se-
rious, pragmatic approach to 
solving our many problems. 

That could revive public 
confidence to the point where 
it might just be possible to 
raise the sales-tax a bit.

At last month’s meeting of the North
Coast County Water District staff re-
vealed a pleasant surprise. Since the 
District has participated in the Work-
ers’ Compensation Program provided 
by the Special District Risk Manage-
ment Authority for several years, it was
awarded a longevity distribution check 
for $1,734.

The major Mid-Year Budget Review
revisions included removing all money 
from the desalination project and
Christen Hill tank replacement, adding 
money to finish the recycled water proj-
ect, completing the pipe replacement at 
the old rifle range, and installing more 
“jumper nodules” in the pipe that lies
along the San Andreas Fault.

Reshuffling money for other items re-
sulted in a total of more than $450,000 

removed from the Capitol Improvement
Projects (CIP) budget.

Thanks to water conservation ef-
forts, water purchased by the District 
was down but consequently the revenue 
from water sales was also down. Al-
though revenue from taxes and assess-
ments increased, overall revenue was
down by $55,000.

Health insurance was up across-the-
board with the director’s health insur-
ance coverage budget increasing to to-
tal $95,000 this fiscal year.

The Interim General Manager was 
authorized to enter into two agree-
ments concerning construction and en-
gineering of the West Alignment Proj-
ect to provide water to the Devil’s Slide 
Tunnel Project. The entire amount of
these contracts will be reimbursed by

Caltrans.
It is anticipated that the Department 

of Public Health will approve the qual-
ity of the effl uent water being produced 
by the Wastewater Treatment Plant, so 
that it can be used in the recycled water
system.

The Interim General Manager gave
a report on the safety of customer in-
formation for customers who pay their 
bills online.

She reported that after reviewing 
the District’s procedures and consulta-
tion with the companies providing the 
services, the District has several layers 
of protection from hackers.

Unfortunately, negotiations for the 
purchase of the old lumber company 
failed, and it was purchased by another
entity.

Water Works
Linda Corwin

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise       
 thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or of the right of the people peaceably
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.
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