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Circle the Wagons
Thanks to Tribune writer Jean Bartlett for her story last 
week about New York real estate company Kimco jack-
ing up rents at Linda Mar shopping center, which drove 
out popular Round Table Pizza. In recent times, Sam’s 
Deli and Patty’s Hallmark store suffered similar fates 
at Linda Mar. Jean provided Kimco contact info in her 
story, so I urge all Pacificans to protest Kimco’s greedy
gouging. The Tribune and Chamber of Commerce should
help defend local businesses against predatory corpo-
rations. The health of Pacifica’s economy depends on 
diversity, just as is true for our environment. We need to 
protect our own economic interests as fiercely as we pro-
tect our natural resources. There really is no dichotomy 
between our economy and our environment. They are 
interdependent. One cannot survive without the other.

Clarification: Compost Bags 
Reading through Recology’s new service guide (2012-
2013), I noticed the instructions for organics say that
compostable/biodegradable bags are not accepted. I was
puzzled because since composting began last year, I have
put kitchen scraps in brown paper bags before deposit-
ing them in the green compost bin. I emailed Recology’s
Chris Porter for clarification, and she promptly replied
that regular brown paper bags are okay (along with
greasy cardboard takeout containers, stained pizza
boxes, and waxed milk cartons), but NO specially made
so-called compostable/biodegradable bags, which Chris
says contain plastic, rendering them UN-compostable.
Perhaps the manufacturers and sellers of these “special”
bags need a wakeup call!

Spoken Like a Real Columnist
“Every time I write a column about electoral politics,
I am sure to get at least one letter saying ‘your bias is
showing’ and excoriating me for said bias. But I’m a
columnist. I’m supposed to have bias. My views on a wide

variety of matters are known, and I make every effort 
to argue my case forcefully, even using (dare I say it?)
rhetorical devices to further my arguments. This is not 
illegal or unethical; it’s my job description. I’m not here 
to argue that point (although the media sure did go along 
with the war on Iraq and the bank bailout, so they’re 
not that liberal) (jeez, I seem to have just argued that 
point), but just to say that columnists and other opinion-
mongers are supposed to have opinions, if only to give
you something to write angry letters about. So what you 
call a hit piece on Mitt Romney I call an exploration of 
certain interesting facts. I’m not saying who’s right or 
wrong; I’m just saying I’m supposed to have opinions.
The newspaper reports stories objectively; I come in with
a big stick and muddy the waters. It’s honest work, I feel.
Not only is everything on the Internet true, but I myself
am a much younger man.”
(Jon Carroll, San Francisco Chronicle, August 10)

Super Service Station
Once again, Dave & Lou’s service station in Linda Mar 
proves it is more than just a gas station. They give you
honest advice without any obligation to get the work
done there. Example: I consulted Dave & Lou’s about my
6-year-old car battery, and the test turned up positive:
time to replace. I comparison-shopped on the Consumer 
Reports website (I subscribe to the print magazine and
the online edition), got its Best Buy recommendation on 
Kirkland Signature (Costco), bought the new battery, 
then paid Dave & Lou’s reasonable labor charge to mount
the battery correctly. A win-win for everyone. Best of 
all: no waiting. They did the installation right on the
spot. Please let me know about your positive consumer 
experiences in Pacifi ca. I would like to feature other local 
businesses that practice good customer service.

Student Park Stewards
Student Conservation Association (SCA) is a nationwide
nonprofit workforce of college and high school volun-
teers who protect and restore parks, forests, refuges, 
seashores, and communities. The 50-year-old organiza-
tion aims to continually develop the next generation of
conservation leaders, inspire lifelong stewardship, and 
save the planet. Partnering over the past four summers 
with San Mateo County Parks to serve San Pedro Valley
Park in Linda Mar and Fitzgerald Marine Reserve, SCA

has provided needed jobs to low-income youth. This
summer, 16 Peninsula youth (ages 16-19) participated 
in the fi ve-week program doing habitat restoration and
trail maintenance for a $1,000 stipend. They learned 
“green job” readiness, work ethics, money management,
basic ecology, environmental justice, leadership, and 
teamwork. “I had one of the best experiences working
outdoors through the program. The crew leaders were 
awesome. They guided us through many things such as 
teaching us how to use different types of tools, con-
structing trails, and learning about ecology and the envi-
ronment. Every time I talk to my friends at school about
the program, I get excited and it brings a smile to my
face. I believe it’s a great way to help communities and
protect wildlife,” says Abdulai Bangura, crew member
at San Pedro Valley Park. Info: Student Conservation 
Association’s Bay Area Programs,
510-832-1966 or www.thesca.org

Infantilization
“The dynamic that is set in motion when primal child-
hood is projected by one group onto another is infan-
tilization. The group in the authority position projects 
its own unconscious primitivity and spiritual darkness 
onto another group that serves as a hook for this projec-
tion, and then insists that this group needs to be tamed, 
civilized, and reared from its childhood condition. This
has been the thrust behind all white-supremacist forms
of racism.” (Michael Gellert, The Evil of American Racism)
 
Stones: Help Wanted
The Unauthorized Rolling Stones need a drummer, 
a video technician, and a sound engineer. Visit the
bandleader’s website at rudycolumbini.com.

Swami Sez
“The test of the morality of a society is what it does for
its children.” (Dietrich Bonhoeffer)
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Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury

Critics of government in 
Pacifica love to blame the
City Council for every eco-
nomic ill in our community. 
At times, I‘ve pointed the fin-
ger at them myself, as well. 
A lot of our problem can be
traced to poor municipal 
leadership, at least in the last 
two decades I’ve been watch-
ing.

But, let’s be fair. Not ev-
ery problem stems directly 
from council decisions. The
council is only five people.
There is another part of the 
equation that has led to our

economic malaise: absentee
landlords and property own-
ers.

The Tribune recently
wrote about the loss of the
Round Table Pizza in Linda
Mar Center. Patty’s Hall-
mark in Linda Mar Center 
also called it quits. And Eu-
reka Square recently lost 
First National Bank.

These are not struggling 
“mom-and-pops” but major 
franchise businesses. What
happened? We’re going to in-
vestigate further, but it’s our
understanding that over-the-

top rents played a big role 
in driving them out of their
locations.

What’s going on here? 
Are we not in a recession?
Isn’t any sort of rent better 
than no rent at all? Are these 
landlords getting some kind 
of tax write-off that benefits
them but leaves our commu-
nity in the lurch?

Property owners love
to complain that the city 
of Pacifi ca makes it “tough 
on them” when it comes to 
acquiring permits for new 
development. That does hap-

pen, but existing landlords 
and property owners also 
have a responsibility to this
town, whether they live here 
or not.

Why do our existing com-
mercial shopping centers 
have all these vacancies? I 
challenge the city of Pacifca 
and the Chamber of Com-
merce to work with the Tri-
bune to fi nd answers to these 
vacancies issues. As a com-
munity we seem to be fixated
on the future development of 
the Quarry but what about
our existing vacant store-
fronts?

In addition, I don’t know 
what municipal codes exist 
thatcanbeappliedtoPacifi ca
to help beautify and spruce 
up some of our older com-
mercial properties, but why 
can Santa Barbara legally 
mandate all those pretty red-

tiled roofs? That’s got to be a 
municipal code requirement 
of local businesses.

Some years ago, Pacifi ca 
enacted a sign ordinance to
ensure shopping center signs 
were uniform and attractive.
The specific details escape 
me, but the city eventually
decided the terms of the or-
dinance could not legally be 
enforced. Huh?

And once upon a time 
our community had a weed 
abatement program wherein
the city would cut down
waist-high weeds on vacant 
lots and bill the property 

owner accordingly. What 
happened to that?

Isn’t that where our tax 
money should be going…mak-
ing our town look attractive?
It should not be the sole re-
sponsibility of citizen volun-
teers. These are areas where 
the City Council could step in 
and make a difference.

In short, why is Pacifica
letting absentee landlords
and property owners get
away with being irrespon-
sible? I don’t have all the 
answers, I’m just posing the 
question.

Elaine Larsen
Pacifica Tribune Editor & Publisher
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Famous Birthdays

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, balance and harmony will reign supreme this week. If there
is something you have been meaning to change, now is the time
to get it done.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
Intentions can be lost when communication is not effective,
Taurus. So don’t expect someone to understand simply by your 
actions alone. Explain yourself along the way.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, sometimes you give off the impression that everything 
is going well, even when it is not. Hiding  your emotions works 
sometimes, but this week find another strategy.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, most of the time you seem slow and steady. But every 
once in a while you show some passion that others may not 
expect from you. These sudden bursts are human.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, you can’t change the path the stars have set in your place 
even if you want to. It’s best to simply accept the cards and make
the most of them.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, speak up if you are not satisfied with your relationship. 
Now is the time to set things straight and make your voice heard.
The other person will be receptive.

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, you are ready to change careers or travel for a change of 
pace. This could be the ideal time to make your move because
there isn’t anything pressing going on.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, your surroundings may try your patience this week. Rise 
above any potential confrontations, and you will come out look-
ing and feeling better because of it.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
You may be misunderstood all day, but that won’t put a damper
on your good mood, Sagittarius. Let others think what they want
to think and simply carry on.

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, a new person in your life will become a close friend
for a long time. This person will have the qualities you need the 
most right now, and friendship will be easy.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
You’re feeling like it’s time to take matters into your own hands, 
Aquarius. Don’t put off your happiness any longer. It’s too
important to push aside.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
This is the perfect time to address the questions that have been on 
your mind, Pisces. If you’ve been fretting over something, work
it out.

AUGUST 26
Chris Pine, Actor (32)

AUGUST 27
Paul Reubens, Actor (60)

AUGUST 28
LeAnn Rimes, Singer (30)

AUGUST 29
Leah Michele, Actress (26)

AUGUST 30
Cameron Diaz, Actress (40)

AUGUST 31
Dana Hamm, Model (32)

SEPTEMBER 1
Barry Gibb, Musician (62)

Got widen-
ing?

Editor:
Last year Caltrans

along with the San Mateo 
County Transportation
Authority put out a Draft
Environmental Impact
Report (DEIR) to define 
the negative types of im-
pacts a highway widen-
ing project would have if
they turned our four lane 
highway through town
into a six-lane highway.

The DEIR garnered 
so much attention 212 
separate individuals and
entities (like myself, the 
Coastal Commission 
staff and Rep. Jerry Hill)
submitted comments to 
Caltrans. Of those 212, 65
percent were considered 
negative toward the doc-
ument and the project.
Whether the document
was considered shoddily 
put together (we’re talk-
ing Caltrans after all) or 
that the project was un-
warranted and construc-
tion alternatives should
at least be openly consid-
ered (again we are talk-
ing Caltrans) approx. 150 
of the 212 comments Cal-
trans received basically
said “Please, don’t do 
this widening thing. Let’s
find an alternative.”

Fairly soon Caltrans 
will be voting on certi-
fying their DEIR into a
larger document titled 
a Final Environmental 
Impact Report (FEIR).
It’s a combination of the
DEIR and the 212 com-
ments received, and the
responses Caltrans staff
have, for want of a better
word, concocted to ad-
dress any concerns about 
the DEIR or the project
that were received. After
this future step by Cal-
trans there is a 30 day

grace period in which 
the public has the right
to file a law suit against
Caltrans’ FEIR.

Make no mistake 
about this folks. Caltrans 
and the SMCTA are hell 
bent on having this proj-
ect built, putting down a 
6 lane highway through 
the center of town. If you 
seriously do not want the
county or state employ-
ee’s to have more say
in our city’s future than 
“We the People,” you
need to start paying at-
tention. This is becoming
very real very quickly.

Todd McCune Bray
Rockaway Beach

Climate
Action Plan
Study
Session

Editor:
I attended the Climate

Action Plan Study Ses-
sion held on Aug. 1, 2012. 
This meeting was a re-
view of the Draft City of 
Pacifica Climate Action 
Plan Project. This group 
of nine people appar-
ently are in the process
of outlining how Pacifica
should move forward to
enact standards that are 
even stricter than state 
and federal guidelines for 
the entire 40,000 of us in 
the city. Ian Butler and
Sam Casillas were two
of the proponents of this
group who thanked the 
members of the plan for 
their courage and efforts 
to bring the important is-
sue of Green House Gases 
to the consideration of 
Pacifica. Chris Porter
reviewed the many ac-
complishments of Re-
cology in improving the 
efficiencies of Pacifica’s 
garbage collection ser-
vices and the many goals 
that Recology has made 
already without new city
requirements.   I am cer-
tain that all the members 
of the committee and the 

city council members on 
the board in 2010 who 
created this committee 
(Vreeland, Nihart, De-
Jarnatt, Digre, and Lan-
celle) were genuine in 
their intent on putting 
this committee together.
This committee was set
to automatically sunset 
on 12-31-2010 as stated in 
their own report. At the 
meeting we heard all the
canned reasons about 
going forward, “it’s the 
right thing to do,” “if 
not now, when,” “global 
warming is happening, 
it is a fact cited by many 
scientists,” etc. This re-
port is estimating that 
our emissions grew at 
the same rate from 1990 
to 2005 as did Califor-
nia as a whole. Pacifica’s 
population has decreased 
so this comparison does 
not appear to be a good 
gauge at all.

Things that the re-
port suggest you can do; 
Change your commute 
– not too easy for 95 per-
cent of the population 
who travels out of Pa-
cifica from the only few 
routes we have. Reduce 
your air travel – how 
many residents fre-
quently fly for work, fam-
ily visits and vacations?
Eat less meat, Round 
Table just closed so no 
more meat lover’s pizza 
for us. Ride your bike? 
Did anyone who attended
that meeting arrive on a
bicycle? Doubtful.

The time and effort
of people who are con-
cerned and are doing 
something about issues 
dear to them are defi-
nitely commendable. The 
time spent by our city 
council and city services 
on this is not well spent. 
We do not have the re-
sources for this. Let’s
stick with any State and 
Federal laws and concen-
trate on items that will 
help Pacifica sustain its 
own existence as a city.

One of the items sug-
gested is to create ar-
eas where people can 

live, work and commute 
from a centralized loca-
tion. Sounds like a sales 
pitch for development 
at the Quarry, in fact it 
sounds like the Peeble’s
plan – 2/3rds open space, 
commercial development 
and residential is just 
what they are talking 
about. Do we really want 
to show that Pacifica can 
lead the way for smart 
development?  I did not 
realize that this commit-
tee was going to push for 
developments like the 
Peebles project.  How 
about that!

Frank Vella 
Linda Mar

Global peace
Editor:
We humans need to get 

rid of wars-all wars: gun 
wars, drug wars, people 
wars, bigotry wars. The 
military trains youth to 
kill-what do they expect
them to do when they 
come home? The mili-
tary needs a new job- to 
help people, not kill peo-
ple. Send the military 
to work during floods,
tsunamis, earthquakes,
fires- all disaster areas. 
Don’t use the military 
to steal resources and 
destroy other countries’ 
resources and lives. I be-
lieve that most, if not all, 
military personnel would 
be happy to give up kill-
ing people and instead to 
help them out of all hor-
rific events. What heroic 
satisfaction they would 
receive instead of terri-
ble trauma and despair!

I also believe that the 
world’s people, working 
in cooperation, can some-
day (the sooner, the bet-
ter) do what should have 
been done in 1945 before 
the awful destruction of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki- 
stop all war and make it 
illegal.

Mary Harris
Shelter Cove
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