
GOOD SAMARITANS
I love reading about Good Sa-
maritans and their heroic deeds.
For instance, last week a motor-
ist caught in slow traffic on a
Georgia highway saw the driver 
ahead of him slump uncon-
scious over the wheel and drift
out of his lane. The quick-think-
ing hero stopped his car and
ran up to the stricken driver’s 
car, jumped in, and brought the 
car to a halt against a guardrail,
saving the other man’s life, and
possibly the lives of others who 
might have been hit by the out-
of-control car. Then in Santa 
Rosa, a salesman driving home
heard on his police scanner 
about a hit-run accident, and 
with the suspect’s description,
tracked him down and called 
police, who came and arrested 
the bad guy.

I BEFORE E EXCEPT
AFTER C? NOT!
“Neighbours, I cannot reiterate
this sufficiently, much less in 
surfeit, if I say it eighty times:
the heirs of the world will never
be able to spell proficiently,
even with the aid of caffeine,
with the reigning educational
agencies reinforcing, and
decreeing that we monotheisti-
cally deify, this weirdest, most
unscientific of fallacies. The
counterfeit rule is foreign to
the way so many words are
spelled. The society of the hu-
man species, obeisant plebeian
and heightenedsovereign alike,
needs to change its zeitgeist,
conscientiously weigh this
rule’s deficiencies and sound

the reveille, thus guaranteeing
that someone seizes the reins
and unveils a reinvented rule
with all due efficiency. That’s
my dream anyway, and I’m not
prone to false oneiromancies.”
(Keith Mercier)

SFO PHONE RIPOFF
Janice Taylor posted on Pacifica
Riptide: “In July, my daughter
(who has been living in Italy) ar-
rived at SFO an hour early. Hav-
ing no American change or cell 
phone coverage, she called me-
collect. I accepted the charges,
which are usually a few dollars.
This week I got a $36 bill for
that three-minute call. It seems 
that most of the telephones at
SFO are not owned by AT&T 
but some private outfit, and
billed by a company called Zero
Plus Dialing, Inc. There are no
notices that you are about to be
charged an exorbitant rate for 
a simple call, which it bills as
long distance from South San
Francisco to Pacifica. When I
complained, Zero Plussaid it
would credit me with $4 as a
courtesy since I did not realize 
they were bandits (my words). 
If this is legal, at least there
should be some sample rates
posted so people are aware of
the outrageous rates. As you
can imagine, I did not take this
sitting down. So far I have filed 
complaints with the Federal
Communications Commission
(FCC), California Public Utilities
Commission (PUC), the airport, 
Congresswoman Jackie Speier,
the San Mateo County Times, 
the San Francisco Chronicle,

and 7 on Your Side. Even if I
don’t get the fee reduced, I hope 
I can do some damage with
adverse publicity.”

LIGHTER SIDE OF PACIFICA
On YouTube, look for the light-
hearted, creative videos by Jean 
Bartlett and George Mauro, 
covering a variety of Pacifica
businesses and local personali-
ties, and going by the name of
BartlettQuipFilms.

INNER EDITOR CLASSES
Your Inner Editor -- Copyediting
and Proofreading Workshop: Do 
you have an eagle eye? Do you 
correct your relatives, friends, 
and colleagues when they
mangle the English language?
Did you inherit good-gram-
mar genes? Are you a village 
wordsmith, giving English some
tough love? This non-credit,
three-hour class is about mak-
ing a living as a copyeditor and 
proofreader. It offers career tips 
and lively discussion of the pro-
fession. The instructor (yours 
truly) is an experienced editor,
writer, blogger, and newspaper 
columnist, working in the Bay
Area since the days of type-
writers and carbon paper. Get 
information and sign up for fall 
classes:
• September 17, Saturday af-
ternoon, College of San Mateo, 
Renee Khoury, Community
Education, 650-574-6149, visit
communityed.smccd.edu or email
communityed@smccd.edu
• September 20, Tuesday eve-
ning, City College of San Fran-
cisco at Fort Mason, Continuing
Education, Kirk Stoller and Don 
Seyasu, 415-561-1840/1860, visit
ccsf.edu/contined
• September 24, Saturday
afternoon, De Anza College, 
Community Education, Michael
Hegglund,408-864-8817, visit
communityeducation.fhda.edu
• October 1, Saturday afternoon, 
Las Positas College, Community
Education, Frances DeNisco, 925-

424-1467, visit laspositascollege 
.edu/communityed or email
commed@laspositascollege.edu

HEALTHY COMMUNITIES
Dan Underhill posted on Pacifica
Riptide: “I attended the Healthy
Communities Forum on August
18, which explored the idea of
sustainability vis-a-vis environ-
ment, economy, and social 
equity, maintaining that all three 
are good for business in general.
The forum’s central question
was: ‘What would the top of the
sustainability mountain look like 
in your/our community, and what 
steps, individually and collec-
tively, do we need to take to get 
there?’
Forum organizers showed the
film So Right—So Smart, featur-
ing Ray Anderson, founder and 
CEO of Interface Corporation 
and author of the book Mid-
Course Correction. I had previ-
ously seen Anderson in the film
The Corporation by Achbar,
Abbott & Bakan. This fi lm So
Right—So Smart provides a
much deeper understanding of
Anderson’s story and of what 
governments and businesses 
might do to transform themselves 
into beingpart of the solution.”
The following books were dis-
played at the forum:
• 75 Green Businesses—You Can 
Start to Make Money & Make a
Difference
by Glen Croston, PhD
• Green Business
by Amy K. Townsend
• Green Careers For Dummies
by Carol McLelland, PhD
• Greening Your Business
by Daniel Sitarz
• Doing What Matters
by James M. Kiltz
• Companies on a Mission
by Michael V. Russo
• Greening Your Small Business
by Jennifer Kaplan
• The Plot to Save the Planet
by Brian Dumaine
• The Green Collar Economy
by Van Jones

• Climate Capitalism
by L. Hunter Lovins & Boyd
Cohen
• Green to Gold by Daniel C.
Esty & Andrew S. Winston

SWAMI SEZ
“I was working on the proof of
one of my poems all the morn-
ing, and took out a comma. 
In the afternoon I put it back
again.” (Oscar Wilde)

SITESEER
• Dog sense: thebeaglez.com
• Exercise outdoors for better re-
sults: berkeleywellnessalerts.com

MAYBURRITOVILLE
• Wandering and Wondering
column: Pacifi caTribune.com,
WanderingAndWondering.com,
PacificaRiptide.com
• Meandering column:
LomaPrieta.SierraClub.org
(newsletter)
• Freelance copyediting: 
Goofbuster.com
• Blogs: Pacifi caRiptide.com, 
PacificaRiptide.com/inner_editor
• “Your Inner Editor” classes:
email mayburrito@goofbuster.com

Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury
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12 years of dealing with the City 
to resolve many violations that 
have made my living situation
difficult at least and intolerable
at most. I work at home so I get
to experience the full range of 
this person’s total disregard for 
the law,otherneighborsandthe
community at large. I have fi led 
several complaints with Code 
Enforcement and as recent as 
last year, I was told that the de-
layed response was because my 
situation was “not a priority for 
the City.” To date, I have sent
letters to City Manager Steven
Rhodes and Mayor Mary Ann
Nihart describing the prob-
lems and received no personal 
response. I tried to resolve this 
matter in a cordial, business-
like manner, but have been ig-
nored. So now the gloves are off
and my story goes public. The
neighbor in question has done 
construction projects on his
property, cut down a heritage 
tree, has farm animals and runs
an auto parts/scrap metal busi-
ness in the rear yard all without
permits. The property is an eye-
sore, health hazard and littered
with abandoned vehicles. It is
not uncommon to hear chain 
saws, metal grinders, wood 
chippers being operated from
8 p.m. to 3 a.m., as well as run-
ning auto engines to the maxi-
mum noise level and leaving
dogs to bark for hours. There 
are no conversations between 
people on the site, only yelling, 
screaming and obscenities in 
every other sentence. I believe 
the renter who lives there has
a police record and has been to
jail.Thepolicealsosuspectdrug
activity,butsaythey do not have 
the proper “legal” cause to gain
entry. I’m sure other immediate 
neighbors can attest to the fact 
that the smoke and noxious
smell from their fireplace is not 
burning wood. I have also seen
this person physically abuse 
women and literally drive down
thecenter of Rosita Road, honk-
ing and trying to pass other ve-
hicles.Mytruckandothers have 
been vandalized several times 
over the past three years and 
stolen property has shown up 
on or near their residence. My
guess is that these activities are 
just the tip of the iceberg and a
search and/or inspection of the 
property would uncover more 
violations and hazards. These 
problems have persisted since 
I moved in and probably have
been going on for 10 years prior 
to my arrival. So my question to
the City of Pacifica is how bad 
does the situation have to get to 
make it a priority? Do we wait
until someone gets killed or the 
property catches fire? As far as 
my experience goes in dealing 

with this town, the laws are en-
forced, or not, in an inconsistent 
manner. I am one very unhappy 
taxpayer who believes this City 
is ripping off its citizens with 
arbitrary, reduced and substan-
dard services. I will personally 
never vote again for a parcel 
tax, whatever the reason, until I 
get my money’s worth from the 
ever-increasing property taxes 
levied against homeowners.

Neil Sofia
Linda Mar

Cigarette butts
Editor:
Whenever I can manage it, 

I take about a mile and a half
walk along Linda Mar Blvd. I
enjoy the fresh air and look-
ing at the trees and fl owers in 
people’s yards. It’s the best way 
for me to get the exercise I so 
sorely need. At times though, 
my attention is caught by some-
thing less pleasant — cigarette 
butts. Knowing the harm the 
filters do to fi sh when they eat  
them, I often cannot resist pick-
ingupthosecigarettebutts from 
driveways and gutters, which 
drain directly into the ocean. 
Of course, once I start, I can’t 
stop, because my mind keeps 
saying that every cigarette butt 
I see is going to be seen as food 
by some fi sh and cause its early 
death. So I must pick up that 
one, and the next one, and the 
next one. Needless to say, this 
routine of walk 20 feet, bend 
overand pick up a cigarette butt, 
walk another 10 feet and do the 
same doesn’t allow me to hit 
my stride and get a good walk. 
Today I picked up 19 cigarette 
butts from one driveway. As I
walk along, bending over again 
and again, reaching under cars, 
I find myself writing notes in 
my head (“You have just won 
the grand prize — this bag of
cigarette butts!” or “Aren’t you 
embarrassed that somebody’s 
grandma has to pick up after 
you?”) or composing a sarcastic 
letter to the editor, in hopes of 
reaching the offenders.  How-
ever, I know that sarcasm will 
not change anybody’s mind or 
behavior, and so I am sending 
this non-sarcastic request.

Please smokers, be aware 
of your actions, pay attention to 
where you discard those butts, 
and keep them out of the gut-
ters and the ocean.

I look forward with great an-
ticipation to the day when I can 
walk along Linda Mar Boule-
vard, not see any cigarette butts, 
and get a really good walk.

Mary Margaret Kaden
Linda Mar

Here we go
Editor:
I received an email about 

increases in the cost of Medi-
Care. It will increase in 2012 to 
$104.20, in 2013 to $120.20 and 
in2014 to$247.There will be no 
cost-of-livingincrease to SSI. All 

this thanks to Obama care.
TheBushtax cut was benefi -

cial to all Americans and not to 
the rich like the liberals would 
like you to believe. It came 
about due to 9/11 that had an 
impact on the economy. You 
have to prove to me that it only 
benefitted the rich.

The last two years of Presi-
dent Bush’s term Democrats 
held the Senate and House. 
President Bush warned Con-
gress about the spending in-
crease but was ignored. They 
pushed through spending bills 
that started this mess we are 
in. They kept spending with 
Obama in office. Washington
now spends $4.5 billion per day. 
Polls were taken by a liberal or-
ganization. To me, they have 
no bearing. They are just like 
the hatred coming from Biden, 
Waters and most of the liberals 
in Congress. There is one thing 
for sure, liberals are running 
scared. The Tea Party is here 
to stay and getting larger. We 
are Americans who care about 
our country and how it is being 
run. Right now it’s going to take 
us more than 10 years to get us 
back to prosperity. I believe in 
about 10 percent of what’s on 
the Internet. Save us from all 
the liberals who expect the gov-
ernment to run their lives. That 
is not what this great country 
was founded on. There is one 
poll whose results I agree with: 
that Congress has a 13 percent 
approval rating.

Gerald Belliveau
Linda Mar

Highway 1
Editor:
To: members of the SMCTA 

Board. I am submitting the fol-
lowing comments for the Draft 
Environmental Impact Report 
for the proposed widening of 
Highway 1 in Pacifica.

I would like to start by say-
ing that I am in favor of fi nd-
ing solutions to improve traffi c
operations by decreasing traf-
fic congestion and improving
peak-period travel times along 
the congested segment of SR 1 
within the city of Pacifi ca and 
along the entire San Mateo 
coast.

Where I start to see prob-
lems with the DEIR starts with 
the Proposed Action. Because 
in my opinion it is not con-
sistent and in confl ict with its 
stated goal which says in part 
(see section S-3): ... improve 
peak-period travel times along 
this segment of SR 1, at a rea-
sonable cost, while avoiding or 
minimizing impacts to the adja-
cent land uses and coastal zone 
resources.

After careful review of the 
DEIR I have serious concerns 
that the two build options pro-
posed in the DEIR, basically 
they do not accomplish the
stated goal. The reasons for this 
are many.

I would like you to know 
that people living in Pacifi ca
know two things about their
traffic problems. Number one is 
that whenever the Devil’s Slide 
section of Highway 1 closes 
we have no traffic problem on
Highway 1  in Pacifi ca. And two 
is that when our schools are 
not in session traffi c conditions
greatly improve.

The key point of those two
facts is that it is the traffi c from
the Coastal region south of 
Pacifica, traveling north in the
AM and South in the PM, im-
pacts our local traffi c conditions 
greatly. Recent Peer Reviewed 
Traffic studies in Pacifi ca, taken 
during periods when school was 
not is in session, show improved 
LOS (Level Of Service) over traf-
fic conditions in the DEIR taken
when school was in session.

It is obvious that in the ab-
sence of any regional traffic
study data, and discussion or 
inclusion of the Coastal region 
south of Pacifica, as part being
part of the traffic solution there 
is potential for a major oversight
in the DEIR study. Moreover,
that absence creates a huge gap
in the justification for the traffic
build solutions proposed and the
all associated costs which run in 
thetens of millions of tax dollars.

The potential and real im-
pacts to private property, busi-
ness, endangered species and 
habitat and the expense of some 
$50 million are too substantial to
ignore. The DEIR must include 
the Coastal regional from Pa-
cifica south all the way to Half 
Moon Bay. In my opinion, to ig-
noretheregionalcoastal impacts 
on Pacifica is not good planning
or management of public funds
and resources. The study area
must be expanded to include 
regional contribution to traffic
before arriving at solutions or 
alternatives. How else do we see
and understand the big picture?

According to the DEIR, the 
existing transit and bus service 
through the area currently run 
well below capacity, with an av-
erage ridership of 50 percent of 
available capacity in the morn-
ing peak period and 40 percent 
in the evening peak period. If 
the SMCTA and lead agencies 
are serious about reducing con-
gestion and traffi c, regional and 
local initiatives must be identi-
fied and implemented. Other-
wise we will continue to pas-
sively promote one person per 
vehicle traffi c congestion. And 
to perpetuate the need for more 
and bigger roadways.

 I have many other concerns 
with the DEIR that I am not 
presenting here. I will submit 
written comments with those 
concerns on or before the Oct. 
7, 2011 deadline.

Thank you for this opportu-
nity to bring these concerns to
the attention of SMCTA.

William “Leo” Leon
Pacific Manor

What we need
Editor:
The Tribune’s op-ed page 

has become a forum of non-
sense from a certain man-
in-a-wig.

This fine fellow doesn’t like 
the president, and I have come 
to not like the president much 
either, but not for any of the 
same “reasons,” or more prop-
erly, rants of this fellow.

In a Democratic, left-leaning
town like Pacifi ca, what is the
alternative to Mr. Obama if you 
don’t like his policies?

I heard an interview on the 
radio in which someone pro-
posed a challenge from the left 
to the president’s run in the
California primary next year. 
This seems to me the most rea-
sonable approach if we have 
any hope that our electoral 
system can possibly work to 
our advantage.

I won’t go into the multiple 
disappointments that this ad-
ministration has offered to the
shocked millions of voters who 
actually expected, if not a pro-
gressive leader, at least a lib-
eral fighter for people’s rights, 
a la FDR. No need to, unless 
you’ve been asleep. But it’s be-
come evident that Mr. Obama 
has forgotten, or doesn’t re-
member, who voted for him 
and why they did so.

So I would support a candi-
date, in the spirit of the late Gene 
McCarthy, who would shake up
theCalifornia primary next year 
with an anti-war, people’s can-
didacy. A candidate who would 
actually favor people’s rights 
over those of bankers and other 
corporate interests that appear 
to largely own the government
is what we need now, and there 
isn’t much time left.

Lionel Emde
Edgemar

Highway 1
Editor:
The plan to widen High-

way 1 to six lanes in the vicin-
ity of the quarry appears to be 
moving along smoothly even
though the professional con-
sultants hired by the City of
Pacifica to update the General 
Plan are opposed to it.

According to the state
highway engineer I asked at 
the meeting where the high-
way widening idea was fi rst 
presented the only thing that 
could stop this plan would be 
the offi cial disapproval by the 
Pacifica City Council.

I would like to suggest 
that the city council poll the 
citizens of Pacifi ca by mail,
as they did in 1987, and ask 
them two questions: One, do 
you approve of the highway
widening plan and really want 
to see the removal of the high-
way over crossing fi ll that was 
put in place at considerable
expense at Reina Del Mar 

some years ago, the widening 
of the highway to six lanes, the  
retention of the traffic light at
Reina Del Mar, and the traffi c
congestion still there but per-
haps reduced by 6 to 9 min-
utes, or two, would you rather 
see the highway over crossing 
at Reina Del Mar completed
and the Highway 1 freeway
extended south to and, if 
possible, beyond Rockaway 
Beach, resulting in a free fl ow
of traffi c on the highway and 
no congestion there at all.

I think that a vote by the 
citizens of Pacifi ca should de-
cide the type of highway to be 
built with the $45 million or so 
that was mentioned as the cost 
of this project and that will be 
funded by the Measure A sales 
tax program approved by the 
voters in 1988.  After all, it is 
their money and their city.

Leo A. Critchlow
Vallemar

Highway 1
Editor:
(This letter was originally

sent to Van Ocampo, city engi-
neer)

When did Calera Creek 
become a possible mitigation 
bank for the highway project?

The Calera Creek Parkway 
Project EIR/EA says 5.1 acres
of city property west of the Cal-
era Creek Waste Water Treat-
ment Plant (WWTP) south 
of GGNRA property would 
be given by the city to offset 
the Environmentally Sensi-
tive Habitat Area (ESHA) the 
project will take/permanently 
disturb. The only 5.1 acres of 
land the city controls in that 
area is Calera Creek.

Didn’t the California Coastal
Commission identify the creek 
officially as ESHA during the 
permitting process for the 
yellow grease refinery? The
EIR/EA doesn’t seem to men-
tion that, if it does perhaps you 
could reference a page number 
for me?

By the way, isn’t the whole 
Calera Creek system currently 
an integral part of the Calera 
Creek WWTP outfl ow system
and a required mitigation for 
the plant in and of itself? The 
ponds were a recent point of 
contention with the UFSWS be-
cause of city mismanagement
of the site were they not?

Who came up with this 
idea and how? The document 
doesn’t explain that journey. 
As you know this is the first
time that I know of that the idea
has been made public. Please if 
you could explain how, at this
late date, the public fi nds out 
of something as controversial
as city property being used as 
a mitigation bank for the high-
way widening project?

Thank you again for your 
time and attention to this.

Todd McCune Bray
Rockaway Beach
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