
Theory claims that de-
mocracies don’t go to war 
with each other, yet despite 
this the world has feared
democracy coming to the Is-
lamic world for far too long.

This fear is not com-
pletely unfounded. Hamas, 
the de facto elected govern-
ment of the Gaza Strip, has
frequently shown itself to be 
willing to use random vio-
lence in its ongoing conflict 
with Israel.

More importantly, the 
specter of Islamic Funda-
mentalism has been a con-
stant worry in the minds of
western governments.

However revolution has
finally come to North Africa 
and the Middle East bringing 
hope of democratic reform 
and showing this fear to be
hollow.

Why did these fears prove
to be so misguided?

Demographically, the pro-

testors who dethroned strong 
men in Egypt and Tunisia are 
younger and more urban then 
any pervious generation. And 
they are the fi rst generation 
to be predominately raised 
in a household with satellite 
television.

For starters, this rural to 
urban shift plays a much big-
ger role then previously un-
derstood. Though conserva-
tive ideologies still hold sway 
amongst the elderly rural 
population, the urban centers 
have been rapidly developing 
as cities with western liberal 
ideals.

This shift has been com-
ing for a while as the mi-
gration from rural to urban 
gains pace. Its influence can 
be felt throughout civil so-
ciety. For example, in Mo-
rocco rural women still wear
the hijab and are rarely seen
out in public. However, their
wealthier urban counterparts 
tend not to cover their hair,
preferring to mimic the styles 
seen on 2M and MTV Arabia. 

They also take much 
greater advantage of public
spaces, eating in restaurants 
and meeting friends in cafes.
As more of the population
leaves the agrarian country-
side, the pace of this trend 
will quicken.

The modernizing affects
of urban migration are well 
documented, however in this 
case they are supplemented

by technological changes.
As previously stated the 

young people who are sound-
ing the charge for change 
throughout the Middle East 
and North Africa are the fi rst 
generation to be raised with 
television, primarily with pro-
gramming produced in Eu-
rope or America.

TwitterandFacebook have 
played their parts in organiz-
ing and directing forces, but 
these tools can be shut down 
and taken away all too easily.

While the Internet rein-
forces the social norms of 
its youthful users, television 
is responsible for bringing 
in norms that were, until re-
cently, foreign.

There is still a risk that, 
though it was the new gen-
eration that pushed for re-
form, older, more conserva-

tive forces could take control 
through the ballot box and 
not let go. But to the new gen-
erations these revolutions are 
seen as one step on the path 
toward becoming a rich and 
influential nation along the 
lines of the United States or 
Turkey. It is hoped that when
that day comes, things will fi -
nally be as seen on TV.

Brendan Moroso is a Terra
Nova High School graduate
and Eagle Scout from Linda 
Mar’s Troop 264. He earned 
his BA in history from UC-
Santa Cruz and his MA in 
War Studies from King’s Col-
lege London. He is currently 
working in Morocco with the 
U.S. Peace Corps. You can
follow his story at http://the-
extremewest.blogspot.com/ 
His parents live in Vallemar.
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SAVE CEQA
Five Republican state sena-
tors are holding Governor
Jerry Brown hostage. The GOP
solons say they will not vote for
the budget unless Brown guts
the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA). The GOP
5, as they dubbed themselves
in a letter to Brown, are Sam
Blakeslee, San Luis Obispo; An-
thony Cannella, Ceres; Bill Em-
merson, Hemet; Tom Berryhill,
Modesto; and Tom Harman,
Huntington Beach. They are ne-
gotiating independently of their
leader, Senator Bob Dutton of
Rancho Cucamonga, who re-
mains opposed to allowing vot-
ers to decide whether to extend
current taxes another five years.
Their proposal would sharply
limit the rights of California
citizens and local government
agencies to enforce critical envi-
ronmental protections. Please
contact Governor Brown online
at ecovote.org/budget-ceqa. You
also can write to Governor Jerry
Brown, c/o State Capitol, Suite
1173, Sacramento, CA 95814; or
call 916-445-2841; or fax 916-
558-3160.

LITTLE GIANT 
San Francisco Giants pitcher
Tiny Tim Lincecum shocked
the sporting world last week
when he revealed that he puts
away several cheeseburgers at
one sitting, as much as 3,000 
calories per meal. In the Bay
Area, the diminutive hurler eats
at In-N-Out Burger. Back home
in Seattle, he favors Dick’s
Drive-In.

LASAGNA LOCKUP
Giancarlo Sabatini, a convicted
Italian cocaine trafficker who
went into hiding in Belgium
to avoid serving a long prison
sentence, could not resist the 
lure of some home cooking.
Police staked out Sabatini’s
family home, and when they
saw his daughter sneaking a
tray of lasagna into the house,
they rushed in and busted him.
(Chronicle News Service, March 10)

PADDLE TO THE SEA
This year, Tuolumne River Trust
celebrates its 30th Anniversary
by working to raise $30,000 with
the 3rd Annual Paddle to the Sea,
a monthlong paddle-a-thon from

Yosemite to San Francisco Bay.
Registration is now open. As in
past years, there are many differ-
ent options: whitewater rafting, 
flatwater canoeing, fl atwater
kayaking, and sea kayaking are
all options for beginners and
experienced paddlers alike, and
this year we’re adding sailing and 
new stretches for high-perfor-
mance watercraft like surf skis 
and outriggers. Your friends and 
family can sponsor your trip and
win prizes for reaching fundrais-
ing goals. All funds raised go di-
rectly to Tuolumne River Trust’s 
work to protect and restore the 
river. Tuolumne River Trust staff
are available to answer questions 
and help you figure out how to 
participate. For more informa-
tion, call Jessie Raeder at 415-
882-7252 extension 301 or email
jessie@tuolumne.org

FREAKY FRIDAYS:
WET & WILD
On Friday, March 11 we had
tsunami alerts (without sirens, just 
sheriff’s department robocalls at 
6 a.m.). Luckily, due to low tide,
monster waves never hit here,
only in poor old Crescent City
and rich old Santa Cruz. Then on 
Friday morning, March 18, the
weatherman warned of a tor-
nado approaching the San Mateo 
County coast. We heard thunder 
and saw sheets of rain blowing
sideways, but no funnel cloud in 
Pacifica, though two were spot-
ted, one at Francis State Beach in
Half Moon Bay and one at Ocean 
Beach in San Francisco. And we
read in the paper that nasty radio-
active stuff spewing from dam-
aged Japanese nuclear reactors
has been detected in the upper
atmosphere above us. So what’s 

next, Pacifica? Pestilence, famine, 
a plague of locusts? As winter
officially ended last weekend,
and spring sprang, nature’s furies 
erupted from the skies once again 
with funnel clouds, tornados, 
thunder, lightning, hail, and rain.
But the good news is that as of
March 19 we had 44 inches of rain 
in the gauge at San Pedro Valley 
County Park at the back of Linda 
Mar (see photo).

DEPT. OF REDUNDANCY DEPT.
“This location has been relocated.”
(sign on empty Hertz rental car 
office in South San Francisco)

SWAMI SEZ
“Economics is extremely useful as 
a form of employment for econo-
mists.” (John Kenneth Galbraith)

SITESEER
•Smithsonian finds rare color 
photos of 1906 SF post-quake: 
sfgate.com
•Review of Laura Werlin’s new 
book “Grilled Cheese, Please”:
tastingtable.com
•Relief fund for human and ani-
mal survivors in Japan:
petconnection.com
•Stop getting phone books, save 
trees: yellowpagesoptout.com,
cawrecycles.org

MAYBURRITOVILLE
Columnist: Pacifica Tribune,
Loma Prietan (Sierra Club)
Blogger: Pacifi caRiptide.com
Copyeditor: goofbuster.com
Teacher: Inner Editor class
Email Address:
mayburrito@goofbuster.com

Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury

My Turn
Brendan Moroso
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tree, but the best place to
bury them was in your heart.

Talk about burial. I want
to thank the Humane Society 
for doing such a great job in 
such a humane manner. For 
only $40 they will also cre-
mate them and bury them in
the pet cemetery in Colma or
you could use your own yard. 
We chose the latter so now 
he is not only buried in our
hearts but under our apple
tree where he used to roam.

We can learn a lesson
from our pets about compas-
sion, just like the dog in Japan 
that comforted his wounded 
companion. It was so heart-
wrenching. A day before Os-
car’s two buddies came to the 
sliding glass door, looking at
each other and saying their 
goodbyes.

I always wanted to send 
his picture to the Pacifi ca Tri-
bune but never got around to 
it so I’m thanking them for 
publishing this obituary of
our beloved Oscar. May he
rest in peace.

Therese and Bob Dyer
Linda Mar

Congrats
Editor:
I attended the Terra Nova 

Band fund raiser on Feb. 
26. The salad bar, pasta and 
dessert were fantastic. The
band’s music was excellent 
but what impressed me the
most was the band students
working together, not just 
playing great music but cook-
ing, serving and cleaning up
for the event. I encourage ev-
eryone to support the music 
program in Pacifica. Thank 
you, Terra Nova Band, for a 
wonderful evening.

I would also like to con-
gratulate the Girls’ Frosh-
Soph Soccer Team on win-
ning the championship
game, Feb. 17, 1-0 against
Aragon. It was a great game
and team effort. I was upset 
with our local paper, writing
a full page on the boys’ los-
ing basketball team and not
one word about the girls’ 

win. Shame on you. The girls 
deserved some press. Thank
you for a job well done.

Barbara Kretschmer
Pacifica
Editor’s Note: Pacifica

Tribune Sports Editor Hor-
ace Hinshaw relies heavily 
on coaches and parent des-
ignees to submit sports news. 
Nothing was submitted to
him on the aforementioned 
game.

History
lesson

Editor:
This is a story of World

War I. Our students at Terra
Nova High School can use 
this information in class, 
class papers for research or 
just a reminder of how things 
can get so out of hand. Read-
ing and watching the news 
about the Middle East is 
also a reminder of what can 
happen in a minute of time. 
Some of the following may
seem crude, but so is war.

On June 28,1914, Arch-
duke Ferdinand, heir to the 
throne of Austria, was shot
dead in Serbia by Gavrilo 
Princip. This upset Austria so
much that they started a war
in Serbia, killing as many 
people as possible. Germany 
did not like any of this be-
cause Austria was their friend 
so they invaded Belgium and 
France and started killing
as many people as possible. 
The French did not like be-
ing invaded so they started 
killing the French, so they
started killing as many Ger-
mans as possible. Russian 
was very nervous with this 
war on their border so they 
started killing as many Ger-
mans as possible. Germany 
lost so many people that they
came up with a new plan to 
win the war. They sent all of 
their submarines out to sink 
as many ships as possible.

Germany’s new plan
did not make America very 
happy because they were los-
ing so many ships and peo-
ple. America declared war 
on Germany and sent Ameri-
cans to Europe to kill as many
Germans as possible.

Germany called for a
cease fire on Nov. 19, 1918. 

Nobody remembered how 
it started, but there were 37 
million casualties. This was 
not as the Great War, but it 
was just the start of World 
War II.

If you want to know how 
the Great War started the 
second war, you will have to 
do your own research or ask 
your teacher.

Michael Harold
Linda Mar

Vote no
Editor:
Once again our wonderful 

firefighters are being used as 
poster children to pass this 
ill-defined Fire Suppression 
Assessment.

I’m convinced that any as-
sessment monies will become 
a cash cow for the city’s Gen-
eral Fund for the next seven 
years.

Please be sure to send in 
your ballot and join me in 
marking a big X in the NO 
box.

Vi Gotelli
Former vice-mayor
Linda Mar

To assess or
not to assess

Editor:
In principle I agree with 

those that are against the 
fire assessment. To me, that 
is not the ideal way that a 
city should provide for itself. 
However, there are times 
when the saying, “It’s the 
principle of the thing” starts 
to sound like famous last 
words. The reason I would 
vote ‘yes’ at this time is be-
cause we need to staunch 
the bleeding. Whether we’re 
right about it or wrong about 
it, if this city takes another
hit financially, it could have a 
severe impact. I admit to not 
knowing what that impact is, 
I’m just making the decision 
of where I want to draw the 
line.

Inexorably, however, the 
debate over the fi re assess-
ment becomes a litmus test 
over economic development 
and, unfortunately, some of 
the letters written last week 
in favor of the assessment
may actually infl ame people 
to vote against it. In essence 

the argument was, if we want 
to keep things the same, this
is the price we have to pay. 
Caught in the cross hairs are 
the services to the citizens of
Pacifica, emergency and oth-
erwise. One of the best argu-
ments for not keeping things 
the way they are was recently
made in the Tribune edition 
of March 2. It was a story
about how the city missed 
an opportunity for a Wildlife 
Conservation Board Grant 
because it couldn’t come up
with matching funds. This 
should tell us that neglecting 
our economic development 
comes at a cost.

Does economic develop-
ment mean covering all the 
hillsides, beaches etc. with 
development? Of course not;
however, covering the res-
taurant parking lot with a 
bike bath and closing our golf
course to make a national
park is a classic example of 
us going to the extreme in 
the other direction. The scary 
part about it is that, more 
often than not, we fi nd our-
selves actually being pointed 
in that direction.

At this point I would say, 
let’s pass this assessment to 
keep this city functioning and 
then push hard for economic 
development.

Gil Anda
Linda Mar

Misconcep-
tions, part 2
Editor:
After last week’s letters, 

it appears a few more mis-
conceptions need to be ad-
dressed:

5) Mr. Wolfson claims, “… 
‘peer-reviewed’ means pub-
lication in a recognized and 
respectable scientifi c jour-
nal…not [merely] hand[ing] 
it to some scientist friends to 
read.” The reality is differ-
ent: Peer review of manage-
ment/restoration plans does 
not occur through publication 
of site-specifi c management
plans (there are no journals
to publish them); journal peer 
review is the model, not the 
venue.  Mr. Slavin says, “The
‘peers’ …were carefully cho-
sen from local environmental 
colleagues.” Again the reality 

is that peer reviewers came 
from the experienced group 
of technical advisory/peer
review teams assembled by 
the National Park Service 
and State Parks to provide 
for their own and consultant 
restoration and management 
work at various lagoon and 
creek projects.

6) Some imply that the 
scientist authors are cronies 
of CBD/WEI (Center for Bio-
diversity/Wild Equity Insti-
tute) and were “bought and 
paid for.”  In fact, none of 
the authors of the new PWA 
report had any contractual 
or commercial relationship
with CBD or WEI  before they 
were contracted to do the new 
Conceptual Plan. They have 
consulted on coastal lagoon 
wetland restoration and man-
agement and advised about 
coastal geomorphology and 
ecology for SFRPD, GGNRA 
and State Parks. Philip Wil-
liams Associates (PWA) also 
prepared the original Laguna
Salada enhancement report 
in 1992 based on original and 
independent scientifi c work.
The TetraTech/Karen Swain 
report for SF included inad-
equate coastal hydrology, no 
detailed ecological data, and 
no peer review; if it had, per-
haps the sea wall controversy
never would have surfaced.

7)  Per the Tetra Tech re-
port, the claim is it would cost 
a fortune to remove the ki-
kuyu grass .  In truth, kikuyu 
grass dies if it is under water, 
which it will be if the new re-
port’s plan is followed.  There 
would be no hauling costs.

8)  According to Karen 
Swain. If all else fails, e.g., sea 
rise, the frogs and snakes can 
be herded over Mori Point 
to the water treatment plant. 
Unfortunately, they would 
have to cross private land and 
it doesn’t look like that area 
couldsupport more than a few 
snakes. Several other points 
don’t seem worth addressing
at this point, e.g., SFRPD al-
ready has taken the issue of
the sea wall off the table. They 
appear to recognize the futil-
ity and unacceptable impacts 
of upgrading the levee to a
fully engineered seawall.

Stan Zeavin
Pacifica

Generous
donation

Editor:
I wanted to thank the local 

post of the American Legion
and the American Legion 
Auxiliary for their donation 
to the recent Sunset Ridge 
Pancake Breakfast. The 
kind generosity extended to 
the learning community at 
Sunset Ridge is very much 
appreciated and welcome.  I 
would also like to thank Re-
cology of the Coast for their 
donation of an auction item 
for the Sunset Ridge Break-
fast.

On another note I wanted
mention the Pacifi ca Spin-
drift Players will be per-
forming a benefi t show for 
the Pacifica School District 
Music Program. The benefi t
performance will be this Sat-
urday, March 26, at the Spin-
drift Theater at 1050 Crespi 
Drive. Spindrift Players will 
be very generously donating 
50 percent of all box offi ce
sales to the Music Program. 
The play will be “Sherlock 
Holmes: The Final Adven-
ture.” If you would like to 
see a great play and benefi t
the Music Program, please
call 359-8002 to make your 
reservation.

Sincerely,
Mike O’Neill
Linda Mar

Driving
Editor:
In the recent rainy 

weather, I was amazed to 
see how many drivers do not 
turn their headlights on. It’s 
the law, people. It’s designed 
to make you more visible to 
other drivers. So: when you 
turn on your wipers, turn on 
your headlights also.

Another thing to be aware 
of: If a patrol car is pulled 
over to the side of the road, 
you have to move to the next 
lane (away from the stopped 
vehicle) or slow down to 
at least 20 mph under the 
posted speed limit. I under-
stand the fi ne for this one is 
quite steep.

A word to the wise.
Pierre Messerli
West Sharp Park
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