
“Sunshine Is the Best Disinfectant” on gov-
ernment action,” — the late Supreme Court 
Justice Louis Brandeis, 1913

Pacifica is known for its citizen involvement 
andmanypointsofview.Fromvariousblogs to
coffeeshopsanddozensofcommunity groups, 
we all engage and debate. A healthy state of af-
fairs. We have some occasional suggestions to 
improve the debate. Our suggestions involve 
sunshine and the citizen’s right to know.

City Council has to fully post all documents 
and meeting notices on the city website a full
ten days prior to the meeting. This advanced 
notice will permit voters to review the actions 
and learn the details. Right now state law re-
quires a 72-hour notice of meetings and a post-
ing of pertinent documents on the city hall 
front door. This is the Internet age! Would you 
prefer to read important documents describ-
ing city activity over your weekend when no 

one is around to give you more detail or take 
10 days to evaluate?

A 10 day advanced notice would allow an 
article in this newspaper and the several blogs 
in town. Why doesn’t the city take an ad out 
in all media to actually alert voters to agenda 
items so we can go to the city website for more 
detail?

Our thought is that giving voters more time 
to become informed outweighs the minor in-
convenience to have staff think ahead and 
schedule actions for more complete disclosure. 
Sunshine is worth the effort.

Lack of sunshine has significant problems.
Take the City of Pacifica Climate Action 

Plan Task Force (CATF) as an example.
A very expensive proposal is pending that 

will require all homeowners to upgrade their 
homes to the latest energy and water standards 
when the home is sold. As proposed, this rule
could become mandatory after 12-18 months 
of “voluntary education.” Apparently when 

you sell your house, funds would be withheld
to pay for the upgrades. The committee envi-
sions the cost to be “limited” to a 1 percent cap 
of the sales price. The cost of this hidden tax?
On a $600,000 house sale — -$6,000.

The full details of this energy tax proposal 
and everything else the climate committee is 
doing is uncertain. The climate committee 
withholds all reports from the public.

Contained in the climate committee Nov. 
2011 minutes is this stunning revelation:

“Discussion and possible action on estab-
lishing a policy on how the CAPTF (climate 
committee initials) shall handle sharing draft 
information. Timothy Cowan made a mo-
tion that individual Task Force members not
disseminate preliminary draft language to 
members of the public and public agencies 
for the purposes of garnering input. Remi Tan 
seconded the motion. The motion was unani-
mously approved 6/0.”

If you check the climate committee agen-
das, you will find this: Attachments: (Task 
Force only)

Attachments are deliberately not posted
on the city website. Committee members now 
won’t release the reports to the public either. 
A request of city staff for a public records re-
lease of these critical documents has not been 
answered.

Here’s another suggestion. The city is think-
ing about replacing the retired police chief. If 

the pending fi re tax does not pass, all city bud-
get bets are off (deadline for submitting fi re tax 
ballots is April 11 — don’t forget!)

Why rush to hire a new chief? If the city ac-
cepts the proposition that in this economy all 
ways of providing and funding city services 
must be re-evaluated and tightened, why rush? 
After all, the California economy is teetering
on a double dip recession. Gas prices at $4.10 
plus a gallon hurt everyone.

The recent action of Half Moon Bay con-
tracting its police department to the Sheriff 
(joining Portola Valley and Woodside) is illu-
minating.

Comparing competing bids to run their de-
partment, Half Moon Bay found the Sheriff’s
proposal would save the city $509,723 annu-
ally while Pacifi ca’s proposal would save it 
only $80,171 annually.

If Pacifica moves forward to hiring a chief, 
why not aggressively look outside the depart-
ment for a change agent to rework all assump-
tions and spending levels? Maybe a seasoned
captain or lieutenant from Palo Alto, Fremont 
or Burlingame or any other up-to-date depart-
ment can bring new management tools to Pa-
cifica. How about a citizen interview panel to 
provide community input into a critical service 
that takes a big part of the budget?

Our thoughts, new ways of running govern-
ment and sunshine all. As necessary today as 
in 1913.

Community Forum & Opinions

BOSTON BILL &
SUN VALLEY
A sign in front of the old Ken-
tucky Fried Chicken shack on 
Highway 1 in Rockaway Beach
says Boston Bill’s Cheesesteak
and Chowder House is com-
ing soon. That’s great news,
but isn’t it a bit odd to have
Boston cheesesteaks? They
are mainly associated with
Philadelphia. Nevertheless,
this could be a “sign” that 
Barry Swenson Builder’s offer 
on Rockaway Quarry is creat-
ing new interest in midtown 
business development. Right
down the street, another new 
business opens April 7: Sun 
Valley Market at Vallemar.
Matt Levie posts on Pacifica
Riptide, “I hope people will 
patronize this local business.
They are extremely nice and
very responsive to customer
input.” The original Sun Val-
ley grocery store is in Adobe
Plaza on Linda Mar Boulevard
and the second one is in Park
Mall.

ROCK & BOWL
FOR MOTHER EARTH
Rock out to SaveNature at
Bowl-the-Planet 17th Annual
Bowling and Silent Auction
Fundraiser, Saturday, April
9 from 3 to 6 p.m. at Serra
Bowl, 3301 Junipero Serra
Boulevard, Daly City. Join the
family-friendly FUNdraiser
to support award-winning
environmental education pro-
grams, providing scholarships

to underserved schools, and
conservation efforts to protect 
endangered rain forests and
coral reefs, critical ecosystems 
for the whole planet. Sug-
gested donation: $100 pledges/
adult ($10 from 10 friends),
$50/child to bowl. Includes
glow bowling, bumper bowl-
ing, shoe rental, pizza, prizes, 
music. Free silent auction and
party. To donate, sign up for
the event, pledge, or volunteer,
go to savenature.org or call 
415-648-3392.

ENVIRONMENTAL
INTERNSHIP
San Bruno Mountain Watch in
Brisbane seeks a quick learner
who likes to master a number
of topics and skills. Gain expe-
rience and develop skills while
helping to build the capacity of 
a feisty, small grassroots en-
vironmental nonprofit. Intern 
will assist in key administra-
tive functions of the organiza-
tion: communication, fundrais-
ing, volunteer recruitment and
coordination, outreach, and
office support. Duration: 12
months, 30 hours/week.
Stipend: $100/week.
Info: mountainwatch.org.

SAMTRANS
BUS SCHEDULE CHANGES
For schedule changes to
coastside bus service, go to
samtrans.com and look under
General Information<Rider
Information<Rider’s Digest.
Beginning Sunday, April 10

SamTrans adjusts bus routes 
to improve on-time perfor-
mance, efficiency, and connec-
tions to other SamTrans routes 
and BART. SamTrans reviews 
and adjusts its schedules 
three times a year in response 
to traffic impacts, customer
travel patterns, and other 
variables. New timetables are 
available soon on SamTrans 
buses, at pass sale agencies 
and schedule outlets, and at 
samtrans.com. For more infor-
mation, call Customer Service 
at 1-800-660-4287 (TTY 650-
508-6448).

SPECIAL ELECTION
Due to Dave Pine’s efforts on 
the San Mateo County Charter 
Review Committee, the county 
has changed its policy, and
Board of Supervisors vacan-
cies now are filled by county-
wide election, not appointment 
by the sitting board. This elec-
tion is by mail only. No polling
places will open. Ballots are
in the mail now and must be
returned before May 3. Post-
age is prepaid. Six candidates 
for supervisor are Dave Pine,
Richard Holober, Terry Nagel, 
Gina Papan, Demetrios Nikas, 
and Michael G. Stogner. 
Info: smartvoter.org.

SITESEER
•Christopher Walken dance
video: YouTube.com
•Mayburrito Meandering
column online:
lomaprieta.sierraclub.org
•Alan Becker animations:
google.com
•Ardenwood Historical Farm’s 
horse-drawn train: spcrr.org
•MSG myths:
berkeleywellnessalerts.com
•Wildflowers and butterflies in
Pacifica’s GGNRA:
parksconservancy.org
•Gray Brechin’s sturdy
defense of the public sector:
sfgate.com (March 27)

INNER EDIROT
“Original copies of Breitling
watches at low prices...” (spam)

SWAMI SEZ
“Civilization exists by geologi-
cal consent, subject to change
without notice.” (Will Durant)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
Columnist: Pacifica Tribune,
Loma Prietan (Sierra Club) 
Blogger: PacificaRiptide.com
Copyeditor: goofbuster.com
Teacher: Inner Editor class
Email Address:
mayburrito@goofbuster.com

Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury

Our Turn
Jim Wagner and Mark Stechbart
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the stormy weather and 
evaluated over 90 different
presentations. Your partici-
pation in this event inspires 
the students to reach to a
new level of excellence.

Thank you to Laurie 
Hughes and the incredible 
teaching and support staff at 
Oceana High School. Your
vision and commitment to 
educational excellence is an 
inspiration. Pacifi ca School
Volunteers is proud to be
part of this learning commu-
nity. We would like to thank 
Borel Bank & Private Trust
for their financial support 
of volunteer recruitment ef-
forts for Senior Exhibitions.

Christine Thorsteinson
Executive Director
Pacifica School Volun-

teers

Fight back
Editor:
By now most Pacifica

homeowners have received 
a flyer from the city in-
forming them of a sewer
rate increase. The increase 
amounts to 3.4 percent, and 
it adds to the fastest-grow-
ing item on our property tax 
bills.

Here’s one reason we’re
being hit with another in-
crease: “They (Pacifica) did 
a good job upgrading the 
(sewage treatment) plant,

but after that they sort of sat
back and waited for the next 
catastrophe.” ( Lila Tang, 
chief of wastewater control
S.F. Bay Regional Water 
Quality Control Bd.)

If this sort of idiotic crisis 
management and taxpayer
gouging makes you angry, 
there is a legal process by 
which you may express your
opposition. Under Proposi-
tion 218, you have the right 
to send in a protest letter. 
It must contain your parcel 
number and/or the street
address of the property, and 
the record owner’s signa-
ture. I have created a form 
protest letter that can be
downloaded from our fine 
local blogs. Just google “Pa-
cifica sewer tax protest” and
the first Google page has 
the form available on Paci-
fica Riptide, Fix Pacifi ca, or 
Pacifica Patch. Instructions 
are on the form, with plenty
of room for your additional 
comments. Please copy it to 
fellow affl icted Pacifi ca ho-
meowners for their use as 
well.

If you don’t have com-
puter access or a friend who
can download it for you, call 
me at 359-4433 and leave
your name and address and 
I’ll get a form to you.

Lionel Emde
Edgemar

Disappointed
Editor:
I want to express my

disapproval of the choice
and layout of the front 

page story in the Tribune 
on March 30, 2011.

One of our treasured 
local native sons, Thomas 
Minshew, has been cho-
sen to be Jefferson Union 
High School District Su-
perintendent.

The front page story of 
Tom’s latest achievement 
was shared by an atten-
tion-grabbing story and 
picture about a child mo-
lester. I recognize the im-
portance of news of this 
type presented to us in the
NEWSpaper. However, by 
placing this story beside 
Tom’s story and picture,
your editor has robbed
Tom and family of hav-
ing his great achievement
given the front page noto-
riety it deserves. Tom has 
been in the education sys-
tem here in Pacifica for his 
entire adult life and has 
influenced numerous chil-
dren during his career.

My opinion is that the 
Tribune has done Tom 
Minshew an injustice by
not giving him a full front 
page layout for he and 
his family to save, share, 
scrapbook and enjoy for 
years to come. The child 
molester story could have 
easily been placed below 
the fold and shared with
the seal story, leaving
Tom with the full front 
page acknowledgment of 
his dedication to the stu-
dents and our children.

Steve Miller
Linda Mar

Fire
Assessment
Editor:
In the March 2, 2011 Tri-

bune, Julie Lancelle wrote a 
very nice letter supporting 
the Fire Assessment. Julie
points out the difference be-
tween Pacifica and the other 
cities in San Mateo county. 
As her example, Pacifi ca re-
ceives about 10 percent as 
much sales tax as South San 
Francisco yet serves 60 per-
cent more residents. “That 
has been problem for Pa-
cifica for a very long time.” 
Was this considered when 
efforts were being made to 
address this need and was 
opposed by certain seg-
ments of the community?

Forming a Financing City
Services Committee was the 
City Council lacking the 
courage to accept respon-
sibility for making diffi cult
decisions by laying respon-
sibility off on an anonymous 
group who they can blame 
for the cuts. Julie further 
states “if the TAX does not 
pass, cuts will have to be
made in other services like 
road repair, park mainte-
nance and other non emer-
gency services.” She further 
states “we can only survive 
if we work together.” Where 
was this “work together”
attitude when efforts were 
being made to create a vi-
able economic community.
As for home and property 
values decreasing, where 

was this concern during the 
vehement opposition to rev-
enue producing projects.

In the March 16, 2011 
Tribune Dinah Verby wrote 
a letter supporting Julie’s 
position on the Fire As-
sessment. Dinah claimed 
the usual naysayers seem 
content to blame this, that, 
and the other person for the 
condition of our finances
without offering viable solu-
tions. Haven’t several com-
patible economic improve-
ments been offered only to 
be met by concerted efforts 
to maintain “Weed Patch” 
Pacifica. Dinah says the 
Fire Assessment “will free 
up General Fund money for 
other departments and help 
avoid additional cuts to po-
lice and other essential ser-
vices.”

Is the Fire Assessment ac-
tually paying fi re protection
or is it funding other ser-
vices in the General Fund?

Frank Vella
Park Pacifica

Recology bill
Editor:
I received my bill from 

Recology of the Coast
along with a 24.63 percent 
rate increase. I wanted to
thank the City Council for 
looking after its citizens. I 
don’t know, but I’m will-
ing to bet the city will get 
a piece of this increase as
they did when they made 
the deal with Recology in 
the first place.

I believe it requires a 2/3 

majority to pass a tax in-
crease. They get around it 
by charging fees which the 
council can impose with no 
vote of the people neces-
sary.

Folks are having a hard 
time, losing their homes, out 
of work or greatly reduced 
income. They have to live 
within their means, but not 
the city of Pacifi ca. When 
the city has this problem
their answer is to tax or, in 
this case, to raise fees. There 
are only three things that 
need to be in place: police, 
fire protection and schools.
They have to share in our fi-
nancial problems also. Feed-
ing at the public trough is no 
longer an option.

Edward L. Barber
Linda Mar

In memoriam
Editor:
Once again we lost a 

dear sorority sister, Maria
Meyers, a longtime resi-
dent of Pacifi ca and lifetime 
member of Beta Sigma Phi.
Although she requested no 
services, it would not be fair 
without acknowledging that 
she not only served as my 
vice president, she was the 
president of CRCC on the 
state level. Our theme this 
year was “Paths to Friend-
ship” so it would be appro-
priate to say that “special
people who cross our paths 
in life make the journey
more beautiful.”

Therese M. Dyer
President, Xi Beta Zeta

Sunshine the best disinfectant

TAX TIME FOR TOTO
A Google search reveals more than 5 million imaginary pet tax forms. 
Apparently, many pet owners wish they could deduct their numerous 
pet expenses, but alas, Uncle Sam is not amused

Letters
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