
With summer right around 
the corner, reading is number 
one on everyone’s summer to-do 
list, right? It is on mine. Reading,
what a great pastime. I love books. 
I mean, I really love books. What’s 

not to love?  When I have extra 
money, I hit up the used book sec-
tionatFlorey’sor even splurge with 
a new purchase. One day last fall, I
had some money, maybe like thirty 
bucks, (now that’s a lot for the

used book section), and I stopped 
by Florey’s. I found some nice used 
books and was very pleased.  But I 
was in for a more pleasant surprise. 
Coming out the bookstore, I saw 
the sign —“two day library book 
sale” at the Pacifi ca Library.

Oh my gosh. I still had an hour 
to kill before I had to pick up the 
kids and at least fifteen bucks left; 
and the sun was shining in Pacifica!
Don’t you love those days when 
the stars align just for you!

With great anticipation, I 
scooted up the little hill to the li-
brary and even found a parking
space. I spent the next 45 minutes 
hungrily searching the various sec-
tions and left with a bagful of good-
ies that only cost about thirteen

dollars.  Of course, I should have
used the money for something 
more practical, like extra boxes
of oatmeal or topping off the gas
tank, or even, heaven forbid, put 
it in the bank. But I am a hope-
less book addict.  I have decided 
that if I get married again it will 
have to be to a man like the Beast
in “Beauty and the Beast.” I fell in 
love with him when he gave Belle 
his fantastic library. Now that’s a 
man after my own heart.

My love for books was born in 
my grandmother’s Richmond Dis-
trict living room.  She had a wall 
full of books…literally. The built-
in bookshelves stretched from her 
lovely carpeted fl oor up to the
twelve foot ceiling. For a young 

girl, it was larger than life and 
filled with so much potential and 
excitement. Similarly, at her Rus-
sian River cabin, my uncle, who 
lived with her, had dotted the en-
tire cabin with small bookshelves, 
so everywhere you went you were 
sure to fi nd a history book or Dick-
inson’s poetry or a Shakespearean 
play.

No movie, no second hand ac-
count can convey the clear impres-
sions of a great literary creation.  
Forever etched in my mind is Ae-
neas, wrestling over whether or not 
to plunge the sword into Turnus’
chest, in Cecil Day Lewis’ transla-
tion of Virgil’s “The Aenied”.  Or 
the divine act of kindness by hun-
gry little Sara Crewe in Frances

Hodgson Burnett’s “The Little 
Princess,” when after she found a 
coin in the gutter, she bought half
a dozen hot cross buns only to part
with fi ve of them to one hungrier 
than she. Or Ray Bradbury’s sen-
sational descriptions of autumn 
and spooky nights in “Something 
Wicked This Way Comes.” And 
finally, the serene, sublime words, 
“he restores my soul,” from the 
shepherd-king’s most famous 
psalm.

 I am but a poor dilettante trav-
eling the rich borderlands of a vast 
continent of literary landscape.  I
hope our kids will learn to appreci-
ate all that can be experienced and 
learned from reading, so this sum-
mer….let them read books.

POT OF GOLD
During the first month of its
new regulating ordinance on
pot clubs, the City of San Jose
collected almost $300,000 in 
revenue, even after restricting
the number of such clubs. If
ever there were an argument
in favor of taxing the sale of
medical marijuana, this would
be it. (Source: San Jose Mercury
News, May 14)

DOG DAZED
Thanks to POOCH President
Beverly Kingsbury for inviting
me back to judge the Dog Daze
contests again this year. I had
a blast seeing all the cutest,
best-costumed, best-kissing, and
most-lookalike dogs and owners.
(We won’t talk about little Cha-
chi, who apparently didn’t like
my cologne, and snapped at me.
Oh well, you can’t win ‘em all.)
Anyway, Dog Daze had another
nice turnout at Frontierland
Park, with agility exercises, K-9
police dog demonstrations, ca-
nine product and service booths,
barbecue, and a general air of
friendliness—lots of sniffing, a
little barking, and no fighting.

WORKING ON THE
RAILROAD
Ocean Shore Railroad (OSRR)
Car 1409 work parties are the 
first and third Saturday each 
month throughout spring and
summer. Next BBQ and get-to-
gether of old and new friends of 
OSRR, Saturday, May 21 from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Shamrock
Ranch. To receive OSRR an-
nouncements, sign up at
pacificahistory.org/osrr-car-1409/.
Project manager Scott Lindner 
writes: “We’ve had a local com-
pany custom-mill siding and win-
dow sill material and it’s stocked
on site ready to install. Also,
weed abatement, site cleaning,
painting and organizing of ma-
terials, and repair of the last sec-
tion of clerestory all need atten-
tion. A new picture file has been
opened to show our progress and 
we welcome downloads of your
pictures. We have completed the
floor carriage with truss rods 
now under tension. The side-
wall framing and sheathing are
complete, ready for the siding
and sills. Most of the clerestory
rafters are installed, but we still
have a section requiring some

surgery. Car 1409 is really taking 
shape and now more than ever
shows her real promise. We look
forward to seeing you all again. 
Please keep your comments and
questions coming in.”

SITESEER
n Create word clouds:
wordle.net
n Create word pictures:
visuwords.com
n Diagram sentences:
Sendraw.ucf.edu (PC only,
no Mac app)
n Just what it says: 
movieclips.com
n Test new BART cars:
bart.gov/cars
n Everything about riding trains:
trainweb.com, seat61.com

BOOK OF THE WEEK
“Democracy Inc.” by Sheldon
Wolin (order from Florey’s
Books or Pacifica Library)

BAY NATURE ON TV
Now in its fifth year on public
television, Bay Nature’s short
video series Bay Nature on the 
Air has enlightened audiences
around the region with its enter-
taining and insightful glimpses
of the natural world of Northern
California. These new spots
celebrate several common but
often misunderstood inhabitants
of the Bay Area’s parklands and 
open spaces: tarantulas, western
fence lizards, western rattle-
snakes, and turkey vultures. 
Each of the new videos is hosted
by beloved Bay Area naturalist 
Michael Ellis, and offers a fas-
cinating snapshot of these local 

creatures’ habits and habitats. A
frequent contributor to KQED-
FM’s Perspectives series and
proprietor of international tour 
company Footloose Forays, host 
Ellis combines irreverent humor 
with encyclopedic knowledge 
to give us insight into the lives
of these wild “next door neigh-
bors.” The series was inspired by
award-winning, Berkeley-based
quarterly magazine Bay Nature,
which recently celebrated a suc-
cessful first decade of publica-
tion. All the videos are also avail-
able for viewing anytime on Bay 
Nature’s nature portal website 
(baynature.org) and on You-

Tube. The website also features 
listings of nature-related events 
around the region and hundreds
of articles on local nature and
environment.

SWAMI SEZ
“The future ain’t what it used to
be.” (Yogi Berra)
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Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury
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Solar power
Editor:
The solar power letter in

the paper last week was con-
cise and well written, but ab-
surdly naive. I guess people
don’t realize that the sun does 
not shine all the time – in fact
it really only shines about one
third of the time and it’s not all
that intense. Solar electric can
best be compared to $40 a gal-
lon gasoline, fueling a car that
can only operate from 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. That is the present 
state of solar technology. It’s a 
toy for the rich, subsidized by 
the poor.

I recently got back from
Fukushima, on a job to quiet
the fears of workers near the
stricken nuclear power plants. 
I took my own instruments
and borrowed other equip-
ment to measure the radiation
risk. The radiation levels were
higher than I expected but
still relatively small in terms 
of health risk. However, my 
shoes are still too radioactive 
to wear to my other work-
places; my coat is slowly de-
caying away. TSA busted me 
at SFO on my way home and
I spent an extra hour and a
half explaining why my suit-
case was radioactive.

The earthquake/tsunami
killed tens of thousands of
people and did tens of tril-
lions of dollars of damage
to the northeast corner of
Japan.

That is the tragedy! The
nuclear damage is a thou-
sand times smaller and will 
not kill anyone.

No one! But, it is a real
mess there and the melt
downs have done tens of bil-
lions of dollars worth of dam-
age and continue to deprive 
their economy of 20 percent
of their electric power. They 
will build new nuclear plants, 
because, like us, they have 
no choice.

To suggest that we or they
can replace a major source 
of energy with sunbeams or
windmills is just silly.

Al Miller
Pedro Point

Surfboards
and books

Editor:
Saturday, May 7, was the 

Pacifica School Volunteers’ 
Ninth Annual Children’s Book 
Sale and Raffle. We’d like to 
thank the community who
made this event possible. Our 
corporate partner and spon-
sor, First National Bank of 
Northern California, gener-
ouslysupported the event with 
a donation. Hem Patel and her 
team at the Linda Mar branch 
did an amazing job selling 
raffle tickets and raised al-
most $800 for PSV programs. 
Thanks, First National. Way 
to go!

Starbucks graciously dis-
played our beautiful raffle
prize, the 9-foot Nor Cal surf-
board donated by Nor Cal surf 
shop, Shawn Rhodes and Gor-
don Guptill. Congratulations 
to Rukshanna Salisbury who 
won the board. Rukshanna 
is planning to take up surfi ng
now that she has such an awe-
someboard.Thanksalsotothe 
Starbucks team who helped 
out by selling raffl e tickets and 
providing warm refreshments 
for book sale staff.

Thanks also to our raffl e
prize donors — Nick’s Res-
taurant, Granucci’s Italian 
Restaurant, Pacifica Perfor-
mances, and Recology of the
Coast, Jeanne Matysiak, Joan 
Weidman and Sydney Tyler-
Parker.

And, a huge thank you to
the Pacifica community who 
donated all the great books,
bought more books and pur-
chased raffle tickets. Your
generous support enables
Pacifica School Volunteers
to continue our mission to
inspire learning and connect
community.

Christine Thorsteinson
Executive director, Paci-

fica School Volunteers

Attending
council

meetings
Editor:
At the last City Council

meeting representatives from
several groups spoke up ask-
ing for money: Heart, a county
wide trust fund mainly for 

affordable housing, the Re-
sourceCenter that usually gets 
$83,000 for helping the home-
less and jobless people. These 
are both worthwhile organiza-
tions I support. The problem is 
the only time you see people 
from these groups is at bud-
get time. Where is their atten-
dance the rest of the year?

Don’t you think the rest 
of us who attend every City 
Council meeting and are well 
informed need their support 
also? I’ve been trying to con-
vince the council to sell the old 
sewer plant and then maybe 
we would have money for 
these groups. The Chamber 
of Commerce, which usually 
gets $10,000 a year for their 
Visitor’s Center and are really 
making an effort to bring busi-
nesses here, could put the sale 
of the old sewer plant as their 
next order of business. Then 
there is the Farmers’ Market 
in Rockaway every week that 
we subsidize at $4,000 a year. 
Why are we subsidizing one 
business and not others? I 
understand that with our new 
budget we are reducing that 
subsidy amount to $2,000. We 
have a new business in town, 
Fresh and Easy, that gave 
$1,000 to the Pacifi ca Histori-
cal Society that is working on 
the Little Brown Church build-
ing that the city owns. Yet the 
city has not given them one 
penny. In fact, the building 
can’t be reopened until it is 
brought up to code so the PHS 
volunteers that hold rummage 
sales must pay $750 to rent a 
space in the Linda Mar Shop-
ping Center plus pay the utili-
ties. I just want to remind the 
City Council that their own 
City Hall is not up to code. If it
was to be brought up to code 
the city would have to install 
an elevator for the handi-
capped which they are requir-
ing the PHS volunteers to do 
in the Little Brown Church. 
This is irrational thinking 
and must come to a halt, but 
we need more bodies to halt 
this sort of thing. More than 
just a few citizens who really 
know what’s going on. At least 
people should show up to City 
Council meetings more than 
just at budget time as money 
is getting more scarce by the 
moment.

Therese M. Dyer
Linda Mar

PG&E
Editor:
 It would be good to be the

“King,”or better yet, one of 
the Reigning Price regulator 
CEOs  governing the PG&E. 
In recent months I have re-
ceived some highly ques-
tionable billing data from 
PG&E. So I telephoned them 
to ask why. But I received 
no satisfactory answer; they 
only muttered some mumbo 
jumble garble about a Smart 
Meter.  So I was reluctantly
forced to pay their ransom 
demands by mail. But I  ad-
dressed the envelope and 
their check to the: “P.ower 
G.ouging E.xtortionists” in 
large red lettering. At the
bottom of the check where 
it reads memo I wrote, “For 
sexual promises”.  But they
cashed the check anyway.   
Due to their deep pocket  
rate hikes of last year, I was
forced to conserve more on 
my electrical usage,  so I shut 
down my hot tub. Which now 
serves as a rice paddy.

Several times a day P.G. 
&E run television ads inform-
ing us ( the unsuspecting cus-
tomers) as to how diligently
they are working at keeping 
us comfy in our utility needs.  
Couldn’t they at least bypass 
the cost factors of these tele-
vised propaganda messages 
and pass that savings on to
us?

Last week’s business 
section of the newspapers 
reported where the Public
Utilities Commission allowed 
P.G.&E. to raise revenues, 
which will be collected from 
us, the utility users, of one 
point nine billion dollars over 
the next three years. (This 
was only half the amount of 
increase P.G.&E. actually
wanted). This money is sup-
posed to give P.G.&E. a leg 
up for repairs and their op-
erational cost factors.

Customers are also ex-
pectedtostandthe labor costs 
of having the old question-
able Smart Meters removed, 
as well as for the installation 
of the newer revised Smart 
Meters. I haven’t, as yet, seen
one of their revised revisons 
of the original revised revi-
sion, but I bet their newer 
revision has Mickey Mouse 
hands on its face. With the 

P.U.C.’s rate hike blessings 
I guess we now know who 
will be paying for the San 
Bruno natural gas explo-
sion law suits. Especially 
since P.G.&E. continue play-
ing their game of “Double 
Dipping.”  But then, hey... 
“WHEN YOU ARE KING .”

Tom Jackson
Pacifica

We’re No. 1!
Editor:
Pacificans have until Mon-

day, May 23, to send in their
protests against the Recol-
ogy garbage rate hike. The 
forms have to be in the city 
clerk’s hands by the close of 
the public hearing on that 
evening.

A complete lack of long-
term oversight and a back-
room process in signing the 
new contract with Recology 
have resulted in Pacifi ca’s
paying the highest rates for 
garbage collection in San 
Mateo County. (Source: San 
Bruno City Council agenda 
report rate survey 5-10-11.)

Other cities have this 
strange habit of caring about 
their citizens, negotiating 
contracts that better hold 
costs, such as solid waste 
collection, in check, but in 
the wackydoodle world of
Pacifica, anything goes! 
Compare the proposed new 
Recology rates for Pacifi ca, 
San Bruno, and Millbrae:

Per month
 Pacifica
 San Bruno
 Millbrae
 
20-gallon cart
 $21.86
 $18.44
$16.87

32-gallon cart
 $34.24
 $23.78
 $27
 “Citizens are sitting 

ducks for every trick and 
scam governments can think 
up. We are going bankrupt 
– food and gas are diffi cult
to pay for and you add more 
fees (and) taxes? No.”  (San 
Bruno resident Wm. Walk-
er’s protest quoted in the 
San Mateo County Times, 
5-10-11)

Mr. Walker really should 

come through the looking 
glass into Pacifi ca and see
how much commercial ac-
counts will pay here versus 
San Bruno:

Commercial Can/ Cart 
Solid Waste Pickup

 Pacifica
San Bruno

32-gallon cart
 $39.01
 $30.23
 
64-gallon cart
 $78.02
 $60.46
 
96-gallon cart
 $117.03
 $90.69

And check out proposed 
debris box price differences 
between the same two cities; 
local contractors would do 
well to look elsewhere:

Time rented
 Pacifica (14 yard con-

tainer)
San Bruno (16 yard con-

tainer)
Two days
 $495.56
 $419.98
 
Five Days
 $619.73
 $419.98
 
Time rented
Pacifica (20 yard con-

tainer)
San Bruno (20 yard con-

tainer)
Two days
 $638.44
 $461.19
 
Five days
 $784.72
 $461.19
 Of course, we’re told that

the lack of commercial activ-
ity in Pacifica is why residen-
tial rates are so high.

Who then are our rate-
oppressed business people 
subsidizing?  Just google 
“Pacifica Garbage Rate Pro-
test” and the downloadable
.pdf will come up. Please 
copy and share this form 
with friends and neighbors. 
If you have no computer ac-
cess, call me at 359-4433 and
I’ll get a form to you.

Lionel Emde
Edgemar

Let them read books
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‘Dream Big’ at Pacific Coast Dream Machines, Half Moon Bay 
Airport, May 1, 2011.
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