
In 1996, 56 percent of California voters 
approved Proposition 215, the “Compas-
sionate Use Act”, which legalized medical 
Cannabis throughout the state.

Fifteen years later, medical Cannabis is 
an established part of California life. Dis-
pensaries across the state are safely pro-
viding Cannabis to patients, getting it off
the streets and bringing in millions of dol-
lars in tax revenue.

Yet there are no dispensaries in San 
Mateo County.

This severely limits access to patients 
with a legitimate medical need, while rob-
bing our communities of precious revenues 
in a time of draconian budget cuts.

In 2009 San Mateo County passed regu-
lations that discouraged medical Cannabis 
in non-incorporated areas, but those regu-
lations don’t apply to the cities, which un-
der Prop. 215 are able to craft their own 
policies.

Currently, Colma, Half Moon Bay,
South San Francisco, Millbrae, Brisbane, 
Daly City and San Bruno have outright 
bans in place, and the other cities either 

have no official policy or restrictive regula-
tions, which add up to a complete lack of 
access throughout the county.

Meanwhile, in San Jose, 78 percent of 
the voters approved Measure U last No-
vember, taxing medical Cannabis and 
generating $290,000 for the city in the fi rst 
month, and an estimated $3.5 million in 
the first year.

Obviously there is a tremendous de-
mand in the region for medical Cannabis, 
and the city that can meet that demand will 
reap a tremendous windfall.

I believe Pacifica should be that city.
Last November Californians weighed 

in on Prop. 19 which would have legal-
ized marijuana for adult use. The measure 
failed, with 46.2 percent voting yes, but 
here in Pacifi ca, a whopping 59.13 percent 
of us voted in favor of legalizing marijuana 
for all adults.

The number of us who support medi-
cal Cannabis is far higher. Recently the 
Pacifica Tribune had an online poll ask-
ing readers their views on the subject, and 
only 17 percent were against both medical 

Cannabis and outright legalization, mak-
ing it one of the most universally popular 
issues in the city.

But you’d never know it.
Unfortunately, after 60 years of Reefer

Madness type hysteria, most marijuana 
users are still in the closet, afraid of los-
ing their jobs or being branded as drug ad-
dicts. Even the protein smoothie I have ev-
ery morning is made from hemp seeds that 
have to be imported from Canada, a telling
remnant of our insane drug policy.

Yes there are serious problems associ-
ated with marijuana; it can infl uence the 
mental development of minors and affect 
long-term memory, among other things. 
But our laws against marijuana have been 
far more damaging than the drug itself, 
and most of us figured that out long ago.

We now know that Cannabis is a valu-
able treatment for many debilitating con-
ditions, such as AIDS, cancer, glaucoma,
ALS, MS, depression and arthritis. Often, 
due to limited mobility and other prob-
lems, it is the patients who need it most 
that have the most diffi culty obtaining 
Cannabis.

The most common argument against 
medical Cannabis is that some people use 
it who don’t really need to, and that is no
doubt true. But, with nearly 60 percent of 
us in favor of outright legalization, that ar-
gument is irrelevant here.

The pertinent question is whether it is 
better for Pacificans to get their legal med-
ical Cannabis from San Francisco or for 
that money to stay here in town. To anyone
who has been paying attention to our city’s
financial woes the answer is obvious: we 

absolutely need that money, which could 
easily add up to millions of dollars.

Up until now it made sense for smaller
cities to wait before jumping on the Can-
nabis bandwagon. The courts had to sort
out the confl icts between federal and state 
law, and only larger cities had the re-
sources to do so. Also, Prop. 19 loomed on 
the horizon, threatening to throw a mon-
key wrench into whatever local regula-
tions were enacted.

But now, with Prop 19 in the rear view 
mirror, drastic cuts being made in impor-
tant city services and even more severe cuts 
on the way, the time to act is upon us.

It’s time for Pacifi ca to craft a reason-
able policy that would allow and attract a 
well-run, compassionate dispensary, while 
safeguarding our community with reason-
able limits, such as regulating proximity to
schools. (Eureka Square might be a good
location, next to the yoga studio, gun store
and hydroponics shop.)

Eventually a ballot measure like San 
Jose’s could be considered, which collects 
an extra 5 percent to 10 percent tax for the 
city’s General Fund. Such measures are 
extremely popular, and usually exceed the 
2/3 majority vote needed to pass a tax in-
crease.

Yes, it’s controversial. A vocal minor-
ity will speak out against it. Even medical
Cannabis supporters may not want a dis-
pensary in their own neighborhood — but 
a strong majority of Pacifi cans are in favor 
of medical Cannabis. It could quickly bring 
significant revenue into our city, while pro-
viding safe access for those who need it 
most. It’s the practical thing to do, and it’s 
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NORCAL EXPLORER
We rail fans (aka train buffs and
rail heads) love nothing more than
riding in heritage equipment over 
rare-mileage routes. So it was no 
surprise that 600 enthusiasts from 
all over the country signed up to
take the Northern California Ex-
plorer around northeast Califor-
nia, June 3-5. In vintage dome cars 
and “ancient” Amtrak Amfleet
coaches, we left the Bay Area and 
went up the Feather River Can-
yon (40 years since the last regu-
larly scheduled passenger train 
ran there), then along the High-
line-Inside Gateway (freight only
for the past 60 years), and finally
back home on the Shasta route in 
broad daylight (a rare treat, since 
Amtrak service northbound and 
southbound on this line is at night 
only, missing all the incredible
scenery). Along the way, we stayed
overnight in hotels at Oroville and
Klamath Falls so that all our travel 
would be in daylight. All the rivers, 
creeks, lakes, and ponds we saw
on the trip were fi lled to overfl ow-
ing. Mount Shasta was covered
with snow down to the 5,000-foot
level. Everywhere we went was
green, dotted with wildflowers and 
teeming with wildlife (deer, ante-
lope, egrets, freshwater pelicans,
hawks, eagles, and ducks). I rode
in a comfortable Horizon lounge
car (leather upholstery) amid a
small group of railroaders, includ-
ing a retired train conductor, a 
locomotive engineer deadheading
home, a joyriding railroad dis-
patcher, and a knowledgeable rail-
road blogger, Chris Guenzler, who
has traveled more than a million 
miles on Amtrak, chronicling his
adventures on sites such as Train
Web and Train Orders. I enjoyed
their fascinating railroad shoptalk

and war stories while gazing out 
thewindowat thepassing wonders 
of nature. Trains and Travel Inter-
national (traintrips.biz) organized 
this excursion in conjunction with 
the Central Coast Railroad Club. 
I have included here in the col-
umn some of Chris’ photos from 
the trip, but to see them in living 
color, check out my post on Paci-
fica Riptide: “Northern California
Explorer: Heritage Train Trip and 
Rare Mileage Through Unspoiled
Wilderness.”

BARK FOR YOUR PARK
Pacifica has been selected as one 
of 25 semifinalists in the PetSafe 
Bark for Your Park $100K con-
test. The next step for Pacifi ca is
to submit a two-minute video (by 
July 6) highlighting the resources, 
impact, and enthusiasm for a dog 
park in Pacifica. The 25 semifi nal-
ist videos will be judged by a panel 
that will select just 15 cities as fi -
nalists. The 15 finalist videos will 
then be posted on the barkforyour-
park website and Facebook page, 
and the winner will be based on
public voting (much like the fi rst 
phase, where we earned our spot 
as a semifinalist). We don’t have 
much time to pull this video to-
gether and we need to get as many 
smart, savvy, creative, Pacifica-
loving and dog-loving volunteers
together as we can to develop a 
video that truly showcases our 
city’s collective desire for a dog
park. This project has the full sup-
port of POOCH and the support of 
our mayor, city planner, and the 
director of PB&R, among other 
fabulous people, so we are off to 
a great start. Where we need help 
is with creating the video itself. 
Do you know anyone who would
be interested in helping with this 

project? Obviously, it’s time-sen-
sitive and it’s a volunteer project. 
Any help or suggestions would be 
greatly appreciated. (Jana, Beverly, 
and Marisa; Pacifi ca Organization 
of Canine Helpers [POOCH], 415-
425-0857, 501c3 nonprofi t, website:
www.PacificaPooch.com, email:
pacificapooch@yahoo.com)

DRIVE, HE SAID
Brad Keselowski won the Sprint 
Cup race June 5 at Kansas Speed-
way by stretching his fuel mile-
age, beating Dale Earnhardt, Jr., 
who ran out of gas before the fi n-
ish line. Keselowski said, “There
are some secrets to it and I just 
maximized them all. I had plenty 
(of fuel) left.” Maybe we all could 
learn his secrets and help save gas, 
money, and the environment.

WELCOME TO EMIL
Emil Lehan just moved to Pacifi ca
last September and started read-
ing the Pacifi ca Tribune. Recently, 
he stopped by the newspaper of-
fice to take out a subscription. He 
said his favorite part of the paper 
is this humble column of mine. 
Cool! Welcome, Emil, and thanks. 
You are my new favorite reader.

BOOK OF THE WEEK
“For the Souls and Soils of India” by 
Helen C. Maybury (buy the book or 
the download on Amazon.com)

SWAMI SEZ
“Nobody goes there anymore 
because it’s too crowded.” (Yogi
Berra)

SITESEER
n Pacifican Tim Brand’s video of 
raptor Shikra working security
at Half Moon Bay Airport: vimeo 
.com/23762963 or evanflys.com
n Tell Assemblyman Jerry Hill to 
support Styrofoam ban:
environmentcalifornia.org

MAYBURRITOVILLE
Columnist: Pacifica Tribune,
Loma Prietan (Sierra Club)
Blogger: PacificaRiptide.com
Copyeditor: goofbuster.com
Teacher: Inner Editor class
Email Address:
mayburrito@goofbuster.com

Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury
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Perhaps the District feels using the area 
for general dumping is acceptable based 
on the utter desecration of another portion 
of the hillside done by a resident located 
further east on Paloma Avenue. What-
ever was the ultimate idiotic plan initiated 
a number of years ago on that site either 
failed or was shut down.

This has resulted in a apparently per-
manent huge scar on the hillside with half 
built concrete retaining walls and deterio-
rating construction debris spread all over 
the hillside property.

 It would seem at least the resident could 
initiate or the city could require a cleanup 
of the hillside and maybe some replanting. 
Hell, done right it could become the “hang-
ing gardens of Pacifica.” Any such effort 
would be a great improvement to what is 
an unbelievable eyesore.

Radford (Skid) Hall
East Sharp Park

100 Thousand Poets
for Change

Editor:
I am writing to fi nd out if you would 

be interested in organizing an event on 
September 24 for 100 Thousand Poets for
Change in your community.

So far 100 Thousand Poets for Change

has over 230 cities and 54 countries signed 
on to organize events, as part of a global 
initiative to celebrate/demonstrate poetry 
and address issues of peace and sustain-
ability.

We have set up an event page on Face-
book http://www.facebook.com/event.
php?eid=106999432715571 and a blog/
website for the event at http://www.big-
bridge.org/100thousandpoetsforchange

The website discusses the concept of the 
event in more detail on the ABOUT page, 
but the bottom line is that this is a global 
event, with the overall theme of peace and 
sustainability, in which each local commu-
nity can address its specific concerns.

I am very excited by this project and 
there seems to be a groundswell. I live 
in the San Francisco area and origi-
nally hoped to have 1 big event but it has 
evolved into 11 events in the SF/Bay Area, 
with City Lights bookstore tweeting the 
event and posting fl yers around the store,
Oakland Slam poets will be putting on a 
SLAM FOR CHANGE, Word Party will or-
ganize an event of poetry and music, Free 
University of San Francisco will have a 
day of lectures by poets about poets and 
their art, The North Beach Annual Poetry 
and Art Walk located at The Beat Museum 
has dedicated their event to 100 Thousand
Poets for Change, and there will be a 100 
Thousand Poets for Change reading at 
the Oakland Public Library sponsored by 
PEN Oakland. Other groups have indi-
cated their interest in fundraisers to help 
projects they care about. I like the idea 
that so many poets of so many styles and 
inclinations have seen their way through 

this initiative to join with each other.
Also, the website provides each indi-

vidual event on the EVENT LOCATION
page, which is also a community page 
blog, that allows participants to post par-
ticular event details and also to post po-
ems, photos and documentation to share 
with all the other participants around the 
world. Poets and writers around the world 
need to know each other better and these 
events pages will facilitate and initiate 
communication.

After Sept. 24, these event pages as a 
whole will become a major document of 
contemporary world poetry.

Not to go on too much—I would be 
honored to have you set up an event in
your county, city, town, or neighborhood
on Sept. 24 for 100 Thousand Poets for 
Change. Please let me know if you are in-
terested.

Here is a very short list of some of the 
events that will be taking place:

In Vancouver, BC Fraser Riverkeeper 
will lead a TD Great Canadian Shoreline 
Cleanup at False Creek East, near some 
of the dirtiest waters in Canada. Mary 
Woodbury of Moon Willow Press is work-
ing with community poets and artists to
develop a poetry reading later that after-
noon or evening.

In Philadelphia, there will be a PACE 
action, which is a wandering participatory 
reading through the streets.

In Seattle, a 12-hour skype session, po-
ets skypeing poems in from around the 
world.

In Kathmandu, Nepal, there will be an
all day school project which involves dis-

cussion of peace and sustainability, writ-
ing poems, a contest, and inclusion of 
the poems in a book to commemorate the 
event.

In Milwaukee, poets who are active in
the Labor Union demonstrations will give 
a reading.

In Guatemala, Mexico City, Lisbon,
Portugal, Sydney, Australia, Austin, TX, 
Oakland, CA, Spokane, WA, Hilo, HI, Ac-
cra, Ghana and Athens, Greece there will 
be a Slam for Change!

Bancroft, Ontario, has the distinction 
of being known as “Ontario’s Most Tal-
ented Town,” and this year is Bancroft’s 
150th anniversary so, on Sept. 24, they’ll 
be celebrating their thriving arts commu-
nity and a birthday with poetry, music, 
and, possibly, theatre. For change, their 
focus will be on creating more awareness 
about their natural environment.

In Mentone, AL, for Sept 24 it will be an 
outdoors/picnic event with poets, speakers 
and music/singers/artwork. We will use 
the event to call attention to environmen-
tal issues and citizen action for change.

In Nigeria they will have a peace rally 
against gang violence with a poetry read-
ing.

(The list goes on. And it is early yet 
so people are still formulating their pro-
grams).

You can learn more about me at Big 
Bridge online magazine. I am the editor
and publisher. http://www.bigbridge.org

I look forward to hearing from you.
Michael Rothenberg
100 Thousand Poets for Change
walterblue@bigbridge.org

It’s time for Pacifica to get
serious about Medical Cannabis
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