
To Editor, Half Moon Bay Review: 
I just read your July 13 story and editorial about 
MidPen Housing’s proposed Moss Beach 
development. As a Moss Beach resident, I oppose 
this development for all the reasons you state in your 
coverage (traffic impacts on Highway 1 and local 
roads, lack of jobs and shops in this area, housing 
density inappropriate for this location, etc.).  
 
But what upsets me even more than this ill-conceived 
housing proposal is your apparent bias in favor of the 
development. 
 
Newspapers like to claim that they are objective and 
fact-based, but I think we all know that pure objectivity 
in any human endeavor is unattainable, and that facts 
by themselves can be manipulated to support biases. 
All editors and reporters have their own personal 
opinions, but without coming right out and saying what 
they are, they can pick and choose which facts to 
report, which ones not to report, and which way to 
subtly frame those selected facts.  
 
For instance, your headline and subhead (“MidPen 
reveals possible Moss Beach layouts: Residents turn 
out to review concepts”) make it sound like the 
development is a done deal and the locals are just 
sheep following along with choosing between Plan A 
and Plan B, which even your story says are basically 



the same.  
But if 49 percent of the 200 folks who turned out at the 
first MidPen dog-and-pony show voted for NO 
housing, then where is that viewpoint represented in 
your headline and subhead? Nearly half of the first 
open-house attendees were essentially ignored in the 
latest MidPen offering. That’s not meeting us halfway. 
What part of NO HOUSING doesn’t MidPen 
understand?  
 
Your article mentions “crowds of curious residents.” I 
would guess that many of those residents were more 
angry and upset than curious, but did your reporter 
ask any of them how they really felt? If you want to 
give equal time to the other side and strive for 
objectivity in your reporting, do a front-page story with 
big graphics about Resist Density and the proposed 
alternative Point Montara Park. Otherwise, you 
appear to be shilling for the developer. 
 
You mention the 150 (at least) extra cars that this 
project would produce on our already-crowded 
Highway 1, but you seem to gloss over this as if it 
weren’t that important an issue. Traffic is probably the 
number-one issue on most people’s minds. What 
specific mitigation does the developer propose? 
 
You refer to MidPen as a nonprofit. Does MidPen 
build housing out of the goodness of its own heart? I 



doubt it. Isn’t it a moneymaking business? Isn’t that 
something you should look into and report on? And 
just exactly how affordable are these units for 
someone making $13 an hour? How does MidPen 
define affordability? 
 
When you say that this proposal has Supervisor Don 
Horsley’s blessing, are we supposed to roll over and 
beg for mercy? Did you bother to ask him why he 
supports this even though, according to your reporter, 
he is hearing from many of us Coastsiders that we 
totally oppose this plan? He works for us, not the 
other way around. He is our elected representative. 
And since when do county supervisors bless housing 
developments? I thought that function was reserved 
for high spiritual leaders, not politicians. 
 
Finally, your editorial tugging at our heartstrings by 
mentioning the single mother working at the local 
grocery store implies that middle-class homeowners 
in Moss Beach and Montara are heartless 
beneficiaries of the suffering of working-class renters. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. Most of the 
homeowners I know in this area are decent, 
hardworking people who also struggle to make a living, 
commute long distances to their jobs, pay their 
mortgages, raise their kids, maintain their homes, and 
protect their environment and community. They 
support good ideas like diversity and affordable 



housing, but they say, “Build it where tenants will have 
easy access to jobs, shops, transportation, and 
recreation.” Certainly, MidPen should be able to find a 
more appropriate location for such housing. It isn’t in 
Moss Beach. 
 
John Maybury 


