
PACIFICA RESPONDS TO ATTACKS ON IMMIGRANTS 
Premieres The Long Ride documentary about 

the Civil Rights Movement for Immigrant Workers 
  
Pacifica, CA — Pacifica Social Justice (PSJ) and Faith In Action Bay Area 
(FIA) present the Pacifica premiere of The Long Ride, a timely new 
documentary film about the historic 2003 Immigrant Workers Freedom 
Ride that sparked the birth of the new Civil Rights Movement for 
immigrant workers in the United States.  The Ride was inspired by the 
1961 Civil Rights Movement Freedom Riders who risked their lives fighting 
to end segregation.  The Long Ridescreens Saturday, July 21 at the 
Pacifica Community Center, 540 Crespi Drive (at HWY 1); 6:00pm 
Reception, 7:00pm screening followed by Q&A with Freedom 
Riders. 
  
In 2003, alarmed by the increase in immigration raids, deportations, 
family separations and abuses in the workplace, more than 900 
immigrants and allies boarded buses in 10 U.S. cities and traveled across 
America to focus public attention on the plight of immigrant workers and 
call for reform of the broken immigration system. The Long 
Ride chronicles the 12-day journey taken by 106 Freedom Riders from 
Northern California. 
  
Some Freedom Riders risked arrest and deportation by merely 
participating in the Ride. Nevertheless, they bravely spoke publicly about 
their immigration experiences and the difficulties they face in their 
adopted homeland.  The Freedom Riders confronted the immigration 
system head-on while demonstrating at an Immigration and 
Naturalization Service office and were met by angry, anti-immigrant 
counter-protesters.  They faced their fears when they learned that fellow 
Freedom Riders traveling from Los Angeles were detained by the Border 
Patrol in Texas.  They were joined by 1961 Freedom Rider and Civil Rights 
leader Congressman John Lewis, and they delivered their message to 
Washington lawmakers.  The genesis of efforts to enact Comprehensive 
Immigration Reform took root as the Freedom Riders advocated for 
introduction of legislation to: create a pathway to citizenship; reunite 
families; ensure equal rights in the workplace for all immigrants; and 
guarantee civil rights for all.  The Immigrant Workers Freedom Ride 
culminated with a rally of 100,000 people in New York -- at the time, the 
largest such event in history. 
  
Today, the Immigrant Workers Freedom Ride legacy continues as many of 
the Freedom Riders lead efforts to protect and expand immigrant rights 
through union organizing drives, legislative advocacy, legal representation 
and protest. The film provides an overview of recent successes and 
failures in those efforts. 



  
The post-screening discussion will include: actions that can be taken 
today to resist the Trump Administration’s policy on immigration; how to 
support people facing deportation; and what labor unions are doing to 
strengthen immigrant and workers’ rights. Freedom Rider participants will 
include:  
  

-  Marta Donayre and Leslie Bulbuk, Co-founders of Love Sees No 
Borders, which advocated for keeping same sex couples facing 
deportation together 
-  Norm Ten, President, Asian Pacific American Labor Alliance, San 
Francisco Chapter 
-  Doretha Fuller-Evans, member of A. Philip Randolph Institute 
-  Valerie Lapin, Film Director/Producer, Pacifica Resident and PSJ 
member. 

  
“In the darkest hours of our nation’s history, protest has been used to 
right wrongs,” says Valerie Lapin, The Long Ride Director.  “As we fight 
back against the Trump Administration’s attacks on immigrant and other 
communities, it is useful to reflect upon earlier efforts of resistance.  The 
Immigrant Workers Freedom Ride provides a roadmap during these 
troubling times.” 
  
PSJ was the driving force behind enactment of Pacifica’s Sanctuary City 
Ordinance last year. Recently, PSJ and FIA organized a Rapid Response 
training and signed people up to be part of the "Rapid Response" to act as 
legal observers during ICE raids and ensure that those in need of legal 
representation get it.  PSJ is also participating in FIA actions such as 
supporting people when they appear before the Immigration Court; and 
FIA’s efforts to get the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors to allocate 
funding for legal defense for people facing deportation.  This Fall, PSJ and 
FIA will hold an Accompaniment Training to offer support to immigrants 
and their friends and families facing deportation.  The screening of The 
Long Ride is part of these ongoing education and organizing efforts. 
  
“We are excited to bring The Long Ride to Pacifica to compliment our 
efforts to protect the rights of our immigrant friends, families, neighbors 
and co-workers,” says PSJ member Blue Murov. “It is particularly special 
that the film was made by one of our own members.” 
  
The Long Ride has screened at international film festivals from Oakland 
to Austin, Chicago, New York, Pachuca, Mexico and Mexico City, and 
recently won an Honorable Mention at Contra El Silencio Todas Las Voces 
Film Festival in Mexico City.  Next, the film goes to the New York 
International Immigration Film Festival in July and the Immigration Film 
Festival in Washington, D.C. in October.  The documentary is also being 



shown as part of community events at worker centers, labor unions, 
universities and museums where the current attacks on workers’ rights 
and the immigration crisis are discussed, solutions are proposed and 
actions are set in motion. 
  
The Long Ride was produced by Share Productions, 
(www.share.productions) a Pacifica-based video production company. 
  
Pre-screeners are available for the media upon request. 
	


