
 

 

On The Avenue Fall 2010 

Palmetto Business Association 
and Property Owners 

Purpose 
Formed to organize business and property owners for rapid 
dissemination of information, problem-solving, fundraising, 
and support of the Palmetto Streetscape Improvements. 

Dates to 
Remember 

September 21 
Next Meeting 

City Council Chambers 
6 PM  

 
Sept.  25–26, 2010 

Fog Fest 
 

2012 
PG&E Undergrounding 

 
 

Improving Communication, Enhancing Our Businesses, 
and Revitalizing Palmetto 

Working Together 

First Meeting of Palmetto Business 
Owners held July 27th, 2010 
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On the Avenue Fall 2010  

First Meeting 
Organization & Notes 

Attendees Pictured on cover 
 

Mekala David (Anime Import), BJ Nathanson (Planning Commission), Kim Stuart & Dan 
Bier (Café Pacifica), John Barnes (John the Sign Guy), Patti Wylie (Beyond the Bay), 
Beverly Castillo (Reflections), Dr. Susan Hsu O.D., Ann Cooney (Pacifica Resource Center), 
Chris Porter (Recology of the Coast), Mary Ann Nihart (Mayor Pro-tem, City Council), 
Cheryl Yoes (Dial Glass, Courtney Conlon (CEO, Pacifica Chamber of Commerce), and 
Aaron Schlieve (Florey Books). 

 

With energy and enthusiasm, business owners on 
Palmetto Avenue joined together to re-establish the 
Palmetto Avenue Business Association.  Organizers 
Chris Porter and Cheryl Yoes chaired the first 
meeting, which featured a presentation by City 
Manager, Stephen Rhodes.  The presentation 
focused on upcoming changes to Palmetto Avenue.  
2012 will be a big year for Palmetto as P. G. & E. 
has finally scheduled the long awaited 
undergrounding of utilities.  Mr. Rhodes shared not 
just the Palmetto Streetscape plans, which most 
merchants had not seen, but also examples of 
signage and other amenities developed by citizen 
volunteers who worked for many months as part of 
the West Sharp Park Advisory Committee 
(WSPAC).  It makes cost saving sense for the street 
improvements to be concurrent with the 
undergrounding. 

This first meeting occurred largely from the legwork 
of Mayor Pro-tem, Mary Ann Nihart, acting as a 
neighbor and long-time supporter of Palmetto 
businesses.  “2012 is just around the corner and 
there is much to do to make this wonderful vision a 
reality.  I knew we needed to get organized,” 
remarked Mary Ann.  Chris Porter and Cheryl Yoes 
were eager to join Nihart’s efforts, “We need 
methods for rapid communication and an organized 

group of merchants that work with the city as these 
changes go forward.”  “If we work together, dreams 
can come true,” added Chris Porter. 

During the meeting, Mr. Rhodes shared that grant 
monies had been obtained for the new streetlights and 
city staff members are actively working to find 
funding sources for other street elements.  “We need 
everyone’s involvement,” said Rhodes. This generated 
considerable discussion about the active role that 
business and property owners must play.  Newsletters, 
websites, fundraisers, and personal outreach were all 
bantered about as the excitement of the group grew.  
Mr. Rhodes also discussed the design guideline 
changes for signage and storefront treatments, asking 
shop owners for input into the development of the 
new guidelines.  Sam Casillas from the Economic 
Development Committee shared support, 
encouragement and the hope that the marketing and 
branding subcommittee can work with Palmetto to 
support their vision.  Courtney Conlon added that the 
Pacifica Chamber of Commerce stands ready to lend 
their support and shared current Chamber projects 
and activities. 

The group set a future meeting for September 21 at 6 
PM and agreed to reach out to other business owners 
on the street who were not present at this first 
meeting.  Property owners are also invited to join the 
group. Businesses who wish to be added to the 
email/contact list may do so by sending their 
information to cporter@recology.com or call 650-359-
9580. 
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Florey’s Books Wins 
Renovation Grant 

Aaron Schlieve and our very own Florey’s 
Books has been selected to be the recipient of 
the Pacifica Small Business Neighborhood 
Renovation Program.  This is the second 
annual program sponsored by Wells Fargo in 
partnership with San Mateo County 
Supervisor Rose Jacobs Gibson, City of 
Pacifica Economic Development Committee, 
Job Train, Renaissance Entrepreneurship 
Center and Philanthropy by Design.  The 
program will provide $3,000 plus 
professionals and students to redesign 
storefronts and/or interiors with the goal of helping 
small businesses increase visibility, marketing, and 
visual merchandising. 

Aaron will be required to: 

• Work collaboratively with a design professional 
and student volunteer. 

• Participate in a minimum of four marketing and 
business growth workshops. 

• Volunteer a minimum of 10 hours with the 
renovation (e.g., painting, demolition work) 

• Meet with the design team to discuss design plan, 
project or necessary changes.  

• Complete pre- and post- survey that 
demonstrates the impact the program has on the 
business.  

Encouraged to apply by Mayor Pro-tem Mary Ann 
Nihart, Aaron worked with Courtney Conlon, CEO 
of the Pacifica Chamber to complete the application 
process.  “Aaron expressed excitement from the 
beginning.  I just knew this would be perfect for him 
as a young business person.” Remarked Ms. Conlon.  
“He will really make use of this opportunity. 

All completed small business renovation projects 
were reviewed and judged by a panel of senior 
managers, interior design industry representatives, 
and community leaders.  Sue Vaterlaus from the 
Pacifica Economic Development Committee 
participated in the review process.  “It was incredibly 
rigorous and very informative with businesses from 
Pacifica, Daly City, and unincorporated North Fair 
Oaks as this year’s focus.  Florey’s scored very high. 
I am excited to be part of bringing this opportunity to 
such a deserving young businessperson and a 
Pacifica iconic business.”  

After several days, Aaron is still amazed.  He begins 
his orientation September 16 and Courtney Conlon 
plans on attending with him.  “This is how it should 
work.  Businesses, Pacifica Chamber of Commerce, 
and the City of Pacifica working together for 
everyone’s benefit” says Nihart. 
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Palmetto Avenue Streetscape to 
Begin with P.G. & E. Undergrounding 
in 2012 

Working with community volunteers, the West Sharp Park 
Advisory Committee, and City staff members, Tanaka 
Design Group developed a Streetscape plan for Palmetto.  
We already have a grant for the new street lighting with the 
preorder samples arriving soon.  More funds need to be 
raised, so that we can be ready in 2012 as P.G.&E. begins 
work.  The images on this page are some of the many that the 
Palmetto Business Association viewed at their first meeting 
during the presentation by City Manager Steve Rhodes. 



 

 

  On The Avenue Fall 2010 

Next meeting 
September 21, 2010 

6 – 8 PM 
City Council Chambers 
2212 Beach Boulevard 

 
Agenda 

• Review Streetscape and Undergrounding 

• Next Steps in Organizing the Association 

• Fog Fest 

• Economic Development 

 

Palmetto Business 
Association 

For more information contact: 

Cheryl Yoes 359-5380
 cherylyoes@aol.com 

or 
Chris Porter 355-9000
 cporter@recology.com 
 

 


