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POPULAR COASTSIDE FOOD TRUCK USES MUSIC VIDEO 
TO LAUNCH CAMPAIGN FOR COOKBOOK

HALF MOON BAY, CA--Half Moon Bay’s Amy Hoffmann and Tom Borden are writing a 
cookbook about their first year in Poppy’s Crab Shack, the mobile food truck they 
opened in 2012. They funded that business entirely through crowdsourcing networks 
Kickstarter and IndieGoGo and opened their doors six weeks later on Opening Day of 
crab season. They had a roller coaster year of extreme highs and lows but the one 
constant was a crowdpleasing menu that kept people coming back for more. 

“Poppy’s Crab Shack Cookbook: The Story of a Season” is equal parts recipes, stories 
and photography of the Crab Shack in all of its Coastside locations. Borden and 
Hoffmann, with daughters Poppy and Maisy, produced and starred in a music video, 
“The Crabman”, with their band Johnny & The Bag O’ Flames. The family is using the 
video for their audiences on Kickstarter and other online media. “We shot a typical 
direct-to-camera Kickstarter video at first,” Hoffmann said, “and then we realized ‘let’s 
have fun, let’s make a music video.’”

The heart of the cookbook is the season’s recipes, everything the Crab Shack sold on 
its evolving menu, from the Poppy Roll to the Fennel Slaw and Magical Kale Salad to 
Borden’s mother’s chocolate cheese brownies. The cookbook’s stories are journal entry 
confessionals written by Borden about his experience running the Shack. 

With titles like “Shell Shocked: Day 1”, “The Strike: No Boats, No Crab”, and “For Sale:  
60 Pounds of Fresh Crab Meat...Today Only!”, the stories are reflective of the wild ride it 
was for Borden personally. The photography, taken by Borden, Hoffmann, their daughter 
Poppy and some of their customers, is a colorful reflection of the Crab Shack in its 
locations along the Pacific Ocean.

Borden and Hoffmann are turning again to the popular crowdfunding website 
Kickstarter.com to fund their self-publishing production costs. “I’m really impressed by 
Kickstarter, it has created its own economy made up of a lot of passionate and specific 
audiences,” said Borden. “If you present your project directly and with personality, your 
audience will find you.”

The cookbook celebrates their philosophy of all local, fresh, sustainable, seasonal, 
organic, homemade foods. Local crab is where it all begins. “It was important to us that 
when our customers asked us where our crab came from, and they did ask,” said 
Borden, “we had to be able to point directly out our window at the crab boats on the 
ocean right there behind us.” 
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The public responded. Poppy’s Crab Shack was chosen as one of Coastal Living 
Magazine’s “22 Favorite Seafood Dives” in the country.  “Amy’s created a fantastic 
menu top to bottom. She kept it simple and delicious, celebrating the flavors of our 
region,” Borden said. “Amy’s the culinary architect of Poppy’s Crab Shack. I executed, 
with my crew in the prep kitchen and in the Shack.”

“Poppy’s Crab Shack Cookbook” has a 31-day all-or-nothing fundraising window from 
start to finish on Kickstarter. If the allotted budget ($18,000 US) isn't raised by April 11, 
all pledges are cancelled.

About the Company

Poppy’s Crab Shack is a crab shack on wheels, based in Half Moon Bay. The company 
was bought in 2013 by Mark Furr and Angela Chavez, two seasoned chefs from San 
Francisco. Furr and Chavez will run the Crab Shack year round, serving whatever is 
seasonal and delicious, with surf and turf. The company was started by Tom Borden and 
Amy Hoffmann who first lived together in a motor home for five years.

# # #

Anyone interested in learning more about the business or supporting the project should 
visit https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/519614730/1697514311?token=717b8d7e
for more information.  Interested people can also go to www.kickstarter.com and do a 
search for “Poppy’s Crab Shack Cookbook”, or go to http://www.theshackcookbook.com 
and click on the provided link. Press are welcome to contact Tom Borden at 
<borffmann@gmail.com> for high resolution images.
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