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Application Period for Military and Overseas Voting 
Ballot Application Period Opens September 9 for the 

November 8, 2016 Presidential General Election 
 

(Redwood City, CA)  The special ballot application period for newly registered U.S. 

military and overseas civilian voters for the upcoming November 8, 2016 Presidential 

General Election will open on September 9, 2016 and will remain open through 

November 8, 2016. 

 

“Military and overseas voters will soon be receiving their official ballot and voter 

information guide. I fully encourage these important members of our electorate to 

actively participate in this historic Presidential Election by registering to vote and 

returning their official ballots,” stated Mark Church, Chief Elections Officer & Assessor-

County Clerk-Recorder.   

 

Pursuant to the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act, San Mateo 

County will send the official ballot and voting information between 60 and 45 days prior 

to Election Day.   

 

Unlike civilian voters living domestically, voters in the military or living overseas may 

return their registration forms by fax or electronically.  Additionally, they may choose to 

receive the official ballot by email, fax or postal mail.   

 

Eligibility Requirements for Military and Overseas Civilian Voters 

 

San Mateo County voters eligible for the special military and overseas citizens voting 

period include: 
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 Members of the Uniformed Services or Merchant Marine on active duty; 

 The spouse or the dependent of a member of the Uniformed Services or 

Merchant Marine on active duty; 

 Members of the U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps or the National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration; 

 U.S. citizens living abroad, either temporarily or with no intent to return. 

 

Registration Requirements 

 

 Eligible military and overseas voters who are currently registered will receive a 

ballot without the need to reapply. 

 

 Eligible military and overseas citizens who are not currently registered to vote 

have two options for voter registration: 

   

1) Visit the California Secretary of State’s website www.registertovote.ca.gov.   

 

This is the most efficient option.  However, many overseas citizens do not 

have electronic signatures on file from the Department of Motor Vehicles.  

Those voters must print out and sign the registration form.   

 

2) The Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) form is available from: 

 

 U.S. Military Voting Assistance Officers 

 U.S. Embassies 

 The Federal Voting Assistance Program website www.fvap.gov 

 

Deadline for Registration 

 

The deadline to register to vote in this election is October 24, 2016.  Registered voters 

may submit an overseas ballot application up to and including November 8, if the voter 

wishes to receive the ballot via email or fax.   

 

Any voted ballot returned by fax must be received prior to 8:00 p.m. (Pacific Standard 

Time) on November 8, 2016.   

 

Further information for military and overseas voters is available from the Registration 

and Elections Division by calling 650.312.5222 or emailing registrar@smcare.org. 
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