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PRESS RELEASE 
October 6, 2015 

 

SUSPECT RESISTS ARREST  
AND ASSAULTS A POLICE OFFICER 

 
Pacifica, CA- On October 5th 2015 at about 6:00 PM, the Pacifica Police Department was 
dispatched to Tons of Bubbles Laundromat, located at 440 Manor Center on the report of a 
female subject who was sleeping in the business for the past two hours.  Officers arrived on 
scene and contacted a female subject sleeping on the couch inside the business. While an 
officer was escorting the female subject out of the business, he determined the female subject 
was displaying signs of being under the influence of a controlled substance.   
 
As the officer was attempting to begin further investigation, the female subject became 
uncooperative and refused to follow the orders of the officer.  At one point, the female subject 
started to walk away from the officer.  The officer ordered the female subject to “stop” numerous 
times and she did not comply.  As the officer was trying to place the female subject into a 
control hold, they both fell to the ground, where the suspect began to punch the officer.   
 
The officer called for emergency assistance and several other Pacifica Police officers 
responded, including (3) Crisis Intervention Trained (CIT) officers.  The suspect was eventually 
placed in handcuffs.  Based on the suspect’s erratic behavior and the violence she displayed 
toward officers, she was placed in a restraint device to prevent injuries to herself and other 
officers.  During this process, the suspect spat on officers and made numerous threats of 
wanting to “kill” the police officers. 
 
The female suspect was identified as Mariah Jayed Demorest, a 20 year old transient from 
Pacifica.  Demorest was booked into San Mateo County jail on charges of Penal Code sections 
69 PC-obstruct or resist an executive officer by threat or force,  243(B) PC- battery on a police 
officer, and 148(A)(1) PC- resisting arrest.  The department is also requesting a review on a 
charge of 11550 H&S- under the influence of a controlled substance. 
 
Daniel Steidle 
Chief of Police 
 
Contact: 
Captain Joe Spanheimer 
Pacifica Police Department 
2075 Coast Highway 
Pacifica, CA  94044 
650-738-7314 
spanheimerj@pacificapolice.org 
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