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      PRESS RELEASE 
March 5, 2017 

 

Card “Skimmer” Found on Local ATM 

 

Pacifica, CA- On 3-2-17 at approximately 1:00 pm, the Pacifica Police Department 

responded to the 7-11 store located at 137 Manor Drive on the report of a suspicious 

circumstance.  Upon the officer’s arrival, he spoke with the clerk and a customer.  The 

customer had been making a transaction at the ATM inside the store when he noticed a 

piece of wire protruding from the machine above the PIN pad.   

 

The customer felt this was odd, and upon closer examination, discovered that a false 

bottom had been attached to the ledge above the PIN pad.  Further investigation 

revealed that a pin-hole camera connected to an illegal card reader apparatus had been 

attached to the ATM by unknown subjects. 

 

“Skimmers” such as the one under investigation are typically undetectable by users.  

The equipment, resembles a real card reader, and is placed over the factory-installed 

reader.  When a card is inserted into the fake reader, account information is stored on 

an attached laptop or cell phone or sent wirelessly to criminals waiting nearby.  As in 

this case, skimming can also involve the use of a hidden camera or even a phony 

keypad to record customers’ PIN numbers. 

To avoid being scammed, the Pacifica Police Department advises citizens to use an 

inside ATM if possible and to inspect card readers before using them.  Be suspicious of 

any equipment that seems loose, crooked, damaged, or contains adhesive residue. 

ATM users should also block the keypad while entering a PIN number and contact their 

bank if the card is not immediately returned after the transaction or after hitting “cancel.” 
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Investigation into this case is continuing under Pacifica PD Report 17-0665. 

 
 
 
Daniel Steidle 
Chief of Police 
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