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On March 18, 2014 at approximately 11:56 AM, officers from the Pacifica Police Department 
responded to 384 San Pedro Avenue, Pacifica, after family members called to report that their 

adult son, who may be armed with an axe, was displaying paranoia behavior.  Upon arrival, 
officers encountered the suspect, a 34 year-old Asian male, in the back yard of the residence.  

The subject refused to comply with officers’ commands and brandished an axe at the officers. 
Officers attempted to subdue the subject, however, he was able run into his house and barricade 

himself. 

 
After interviewing family members, who were on scene, officers learned that the subject may 

have access to a rifle and ammunition, which was hidden in the house.  As a precaution, 
surrounding residents were evacuated while officers attempted to communicate with the 

barricaded suspect.  The suspect refused to respond to any means of communication. The Daly 

City SWAT team was activated and called to the scene to assist in deploying a throw-phone into 
the residence.  Although the phone was deployed into home, the subject would not answer.  

Negotiators continued for hours to attempt to contact the subject through various means, 
including the use of a public address system. 

 

Over six hours after the initial call for service, the SWAT team utilized distraction devices in an 
effort to persuade the subject to exit the house. The subject refused to come out of the house 

and members of the SWAT team eventually made entry into the residence.  The subject, who 
had armed himself with a knife, stabbed one of the SWAT team members.  In defense of the 

injured SWAT member the suspect was fired upon and was determined deceased at the scene.  
The injured officer was transported for medical treatment and his injuries are not life threatening. 

 

The incident is being investigated by the Pacifica Police Department, Daly City Police Department, 
and the San Mateo County District Attorney’s Office. 

 
 

(Refer to Pacifica PD case number 14-0973).  

 

 
Jim Tasa 
Chief of Police 
 
 
By: Joe Spanheimer, Captain 


