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Seasonal fencing to protect the western snowy plover was installed at Pacifica State Beach Friday, 

August 15 as part of the plan to protect the threatened western snowy plover.  City staff from the 

Department of Public Works and the Parks, Beaches and Recreation Department were joined by 

more than 40 volunteers to pound posts, string up cable and hang signs on the 900+ foot fence 

cable that starts at the Crespi path entrance and heads around the west side of the dunes, 

continuing north on Pacifica State Beach.   

On hand to help out were some of Pacifica School District teacher Fran Quartini’s second graders 

whose plover drawings were made into signs and placed along the fence.  Also in attendance were 

representatives from Audubon California, Golden Gate Audubon, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife, 

California State Parks, the Pacifica Shorebird Alliance, the Pacifica Environmental Family and 

Councilmember Sue Digre. 

Also known as symbolic fencing, seasonal fencing consists of a set of removable, narrow poles 

with a line running through a hole at the top. Installed before the birds arrive in early fall and 

removed after they leave in late spring, this visual barrier makes it easy for people to walk around 

roosting snowy plovers, which are difficult to see.  

The symbolic fencing, educational materials, and some of the signage were made possible by a 

generous grant from the Audubon Society and administered by Sequoia Audubon and Pacifica 

Shorebird Alliance (PSA), a project of Pacifica's Environmental Family, a 501(c)(3) organization.  

 

In Pacifica, snowy plovers over-winter -- usually arriving mid-August and leaving sometime in 

March or April.  During this time they fatten up on rich protein diet of kelp flies, beach hoppers, 

other insects and small invertebrates washed up on the beach, and occasionally in the back dunes.  

 

When not foraging, snowy plovers nestle down in the sand, low enough to be warmed by radiant 

heat and still have a view out to the sea.  Their primary defense is sitting still and blending in. 
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These birds are on the federal endangered species list because with so many people now also 

using the beach, this main method of defense is not enough to keep them from being disturbed.  

The next phase of this project will be the installation of permanent fencing along the 

multipurpose trail (east side of the dunes) which will be funded through a US Fish and Wildlife 

Coastal Program grant.  

 

How you can help: 

As always, throw away any trash in the garbage cans so as not to attract predators like ravens and 

crows. To avoid stressing the birds and other wildlife, please follow leash laws when you bring 

your pet to the beach. Walk or jog along the wet sand when possible. 

Learn more 

Learn more about western snowy plovers, and watch a movie at 

http://www.westernsnowyplover.org/ 

Pacifica Shorebird Alliance, https://sites.google.com/site/pacificashorebirdalliance/ 
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