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The City of Pacifica is rated as one of the Top 100 Safest Cities in 

America based on research done by Location, Inc.  To say City of Pacifica 

Police Chief Jim Tasa was pleasantly surprised upon learning that the City of Pacifica 

was the 90
th

 safest city in America is an understatement.  He was grinning ear to ear, but 

was not totally surprised by this rating.  “We have a quality organization that provides 

quality law enforcement services to the community on a daily basis.  This is truly a 

testament to the outstanding caliber of personnel we have working in our organization 

and the job that they do day-to-day.  It is also a result of the partnership we have with the 

community.  A community that is involved and willing to work with us allows us to keep 

the crime rates down”.   

 

Location, Inc. is the creator of the neighborhood research site, NeighborhoodScout, 

which recently rated the City of Pacifica as one of the top 100 safest cities in America, 

based on their research.  Each year, NeighborhoodScout publishes a list of the top 100 

Safest Cities in America calculated on cities with a population of 25,000 or more, and 

based on the total number of crimes per 1,000 residents.  Crimes include burglary, 

larceny-theft, motor vehicle theft, homicide, forcible rape, armed robbery, and aggravated 

assault.  The City of Pacifica and the City of Foster City (81
st
) were the only two cities in 

San Mateo County to be listed in the top 100 safest cities in America. 

 

Thousands of cities nationwide, both large and small, have multiple agencies with law 

enforcement responsibility.  These include municipal police, county sheriff, transit police, 

campus police, public school police, park and port police, tribal police, and more.  Since 

many cities are served by more than one law enforcement agency, NeighborhoodScout’s 

exclusive analysis includes crimes reported by all agencies.  This is accomplished by 

collecting raw crime data from all 17,000 law enforcement agencies in America.  A 

relational database built from the ground up is then used to assign reported crimes from 

each agency to the city where it has law enforcement responsibility.  This method 

provides an accurate representation of the complete number and types of crimes that truly 

occur within any city or town. 

 

“With dwindling budgets and continued economic constraints placed on municipalities, it 

is amazing that we are able to continue to provide the level of law enforcement services 

that our community has come to expect from its police department.  It challenges us, 



      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Distribution: Chief of Police   Patrol   City Manager  

  Patrol Captain    Investigations  Press Board 

Admin/Invest Captain   Communications  Administrative Assistant 
Administrative Sergeant  Records 

PACIFICA POLICE DEPARTMENT 
2075 Coast Highway   Pacifica, CA 94044 
Phone (650) 738-7314  Fax (650) 355-1172 
www.pacificapolice.org 

more than ever before, to think more outside of the box as to how we provide law 

enforcement services.  The fact that we are listed as the 90
th

 Safest City in America is 

extremely rewarding and, in part, lets us know we are doing the right thing said Tasa”. 

 

Data used for this research are the total number of UCR (Uniform Crime Report) crimes 

reported to the FBI to have occurred in each city, and the population of each city.  The 

UCR crime counts reflect calendar year 2011 crimes, which are the most recent and fully 

vetted data with complete national coverage classified by the FBI as “Final, Non-

preliminary.”  To learn more about NeighborhoodScouts methodology, please visit 

www.neighborhoodscout.com and click on the Safest Cities in America link. 

 

Location, Inc. is a geographic research and data mining company born of university 

research, specializing in location analysis, demographics and school data information 

products, and location-based decision-making tools for businesses and consumers and is 

based in Massachusetts. 

 

 

 
Jim Tasa 
Chief of Police 
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