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PRESS RELEASE 
For Immediate Release 

(August 22, 2011) 
 
 
Contact:  Richard Napier, Executive Director – 650 599-1420 
 City/County Association of Governments (C/CAG) of San Mateo County 

 
METERING LIGHTS AT ON-RAMPS ALONG SOUTHBOUND 
INTERSTATE 280 AT JOHN DALY BLVD, SULLIVAN AVE/D 

STREET, NORTHBOUND SR 1, HICKEY BLVD, 
WESTBOROUGH BLVD, AND AVALON DRIVE WILL BE 

TURNED ON STARTING AUGUST 30, 2011  
 

In the peak summer season, commuter traffic on the freeway seems to be lighter than 

usual due to many people on vacation.  But when school session starts again, we can expect to 

spend more time sitting in traffic congestion.  Metering lights at the freeway on-ramps can help 

reduce some of that pain.  Starting August 30, 2011, drivers entering southbound Interstate 280 

from  these on-ramps will see metering signal lights turned on at these locations: John Daly 

Blvd, Sullivan Ave/D Street, Northbound Highway 1, Hickey Blvd, Westborough Blvd, and 

Avalon Drive.   Metering lights at those on-ramps will be set for green and red cycles during 

morning peak commute hours when traffic is heaviest on this freeway segment in the southbound 

direction.  Hours of operations will be Monday through Friday between 6:00 AM and 10:00 AM.  

One vehicle per green cycle will be permitted to enter into the freeway, except at the on-ramp 

coming from Northbound Highway 1 which will allow two (2) vehicles per green cycle.   
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Metering lights break up “platoon” of vehicles entering the freeway.  As a result, it 

reduces the conflict of merging and weaving at and near the freeway entrance areas.  It also 

reduces the probability of incidents and allows traffic to flow better.  Drivers will have to stop at 

the metering light before getting on the freeway.  Overall travel time along the freeway will be 

reduced. 

Turning on the metering lights are being done in phases in San Mateo County.  Started in 

January 2007, metering lights were turned on along the northbound and southbound directions on 

US 101 between Hillsdale Blvd and University Ave, during both morning and afternoon 

commute hours.  On October 21, 2008, metering lights were turned on along the Northbound 

direction of I-280 between San Bruno and Daly City.  Significant travel time saving was 

recorded for those segments of the freeway. 

  Traffic congestion is severe along I-280 between Daly City and San Bruno in the 

southbound direction during morning commute hours.  The City/County Association of 

Governments (C/CAG) of San Mateo County, representing all twenty cities plus the County, 

along with its partner agencies, concluded that metering lights will be an effective tool to manage 

traffic congestion.  The partner agencies include Caltrans, local cities, the County, San Mateo 

County Transportation Authority (SMCTA), and the Metropolitan Transportation Commission 

(MTC). 

Ramp metering will help congestion relief by increasing throughput capacity of the 

freeway in a very cost efficient manner.  C/CAG found a very smart way to implement ramp 

metering by installing ‘end-of-queue’ detectors to avoid vehicles from backing up onto local 

streets.  The end-of-queue detectors are installed at the entrances to each of the on-ramps to 

detect when the queue is longer than the length of the on-ramp itself, meaning backs up onto 
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 local streets.  The end-of-queue detectors will trigger the metering system to adjust the green/red 

cycle time to a faster rate until the presence of a queue on local streets is off the detector. 

In addition, “before” and “after” traffic condition monitoring will be set up to monitor 

local street traffic to preserve the local street traffic operation. 

 

To provide advance notice to drivers, the metering lights will be turned on and remain 

all-green during morning commute hours starting August 23, 2011.    For information on ramp 

metering, the public may call the Caltrans hotline at (510) 286-4531. 

 

     ########## 
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Richard Napier, Executive Director 
City/County Association of Governments of San Mateo County  
650 599-1420 
 
Sandy Wong, Deputy Director 
City/County Association of Governments of San Mateo County 
650 599-1409 


