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On November 9, Pacifica’s Sanctuary City Ordinance will take effect. The ordinance is intended to protect 
immigrants from the increasing threats posed by the federal government.  Pacifica has now joined over 20 
cities and counties in California, and hundreds nation-wide, that have legally prohibited the use of city re-
sources for immigration enforcement, and limited cooperation with federal immigration enforcement. The 
Pacifica City Council passed the ordinance on October 9, and it takes effect 30 days after passage. 

“Pacifica is a small city, but we have a strong sense of community,” said Carolyn Jaramillo, a member of 
Pacifica Social Justice which initiated the campaign for a sanctuary city ordinance in February. “We will not 
allow our limited public resources to be used to harm the people with whom we have been living for 
years.” Jaramillo notes that grass roots groups in Pacifica, like many other local communities, are also par-
ticipating in the Rapid Response Network, which operates a hotline for people who are targeted by Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), and sends legal observers to document the behavior of enforce-
ment officers. The network also offers legal support to people who are detained.  

Councilmember John Keener sponsored the Pacifica Ordinance, which was first scheduled for a vote on 
September 11, but the vote was delayed to allow time for the Council to consider the effects of California’s 
proposed state-wide sanctuary bill, SB 54. However, over 60 members of the community spoke at that 
council meeting to support the ordinance, including students and teachers from Oceana High School, and 
representatives from Unite HERE, which represents hotel workers who live or work in Pacifica. Two mem-
bers of the Jefferson Union High School District Board spoke in favor of the ordinance. Some speakers ex-
plained that they either had been undocumented immigrants or were from households of mixed documen-
tation status, and members of the community read statements from immigrants who did not feel safe to 
attend the meeting. One Pacifica resident explained that he had been born in a US internment camp that 
had been established for US citizens and residents of Japanese descent during World War II, and that he 
was speaking in order to ensure that type of injustice did not ever occur again.  

The ordinance was introduced and passed on first reading at the September 25 meeting, after over an hour 
of public testimony overwhelmingly favoring the ordinance. This vote was confirmed at the second reading 
on October 9. The ordinance can be found on the City of Pacifica website at: 
http://www1.cityofpacifica.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=13441 

The ordinance has several components: 

1. The Pacifica Police Department is prohibited from expending resources solely for the purpose of 
immigration enforcement, and from engaging in certain forms of cooperation with immigration 
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enforcement, including the serving of civil warrants or holding a person for immigration enforce-
ment purposes. It also prohibits PPD officers from being deputized as immigration officers and from 
being placed under the supervision of federal immigration authorities. These provisions are con-
sistent with SB 54 which was signed into law on October 5, and becomes effective January 1, 2018. 
Under SB 54, every California jurisdiction will be required to follow similar policies.  

2. The City is prohibited from conducting investigations for the purpose of enforcing any program re-
quiring registration based on a person’s race, gender, sexual orientation, religion, immigration sta-
tus, or national or ethnic origin, and prohibits releasing any data for the purpose of such a registry.  

3. The City is required to ensure equal access to city services.  The ordinance also prohibits entry to 
city properties to federal immigration officers for the purpose of immigration enforcement and es-
tablishes a procedure for City officials to follow if such access is requested.  

4. The City will be required to protect a person’s data privacy unless compelled to release the infor-
mation by a judicial warrant. It also requires that any forms that request citizenship or immigration 
status information be revised within 60 days of passage of the ordinance, and that existing forms 
with this information be destroyed in accordance with the city records retention policies.  

 

In response to California’s SB 54, the Trump Administration has announced that it will target sanctuary ju-
risdictions for immigration enforcement “sweeps,” invading neighborhoods and workplaces. “This is just 
out-and-out bullying,” Jaramillo said, noting that immigration enforcement has consistently engaged in ra-
cially profiling immigrant communities for increased enforcement. “The federal government is seeking to 
intimidate local governments into turning their police officers into immigration enforcement agents, taking 
them away from their mission of community protection,“ she said. “This undermines the relationship of 
trust between police and the immigrant community that is necessary for the safety of everyone in Pacifica.” 
These new enforcement threats were issued after two federal courts blocked the Trump administration’s 
attempts to withhold certain federal funds from sanctuary jurisdictions. 

Pacifica Social Justice circulated petitions supporting a Sanctuary City Ordinance during the month of April 
2017, collecting over 1300 signatures at grocery stores and other Pacifica venues over five weekends. “The 
response was overwhelmingly positive,” said Jaramillo.  
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