
      4000 PALMETTO AVE: THE 'FISH AND BOWL' AGAIN FACES 
DEVELOPMENT 

    
                             

                                      Fish and Bowl 
 
 
 
Have we not learned anything? With three apartment buildings and five houses just south lost due to coastal 
erosion, here we go again with more unwise coastal development.  From 1997 to 2006 Pacificans fought off 
several attempts to develop the beautiful coastal area known as the “Fish and Bowl.” The last attempt, a 
proposed 43 unit project in the Bowl, eventually resulting in a number of lawsuits by the developer, none of 
which in the end prevailed.  The project was finaly halted due to the intervention of the California Coastal 
Commission.  Now another project again is slated for the very same area.  
 
The Fish and Bowl is a rare open space in the densely populated West Fairmont district and serves as a 
pleasant surprise to many as they head north on Palmetto Ave past the sprawl of the shopping center.  But the 
Fish and Bowl remains very vulnerable to development.  With its proximity to the ocean and to the popular 
Northern Dune area coupled with its very intense zoning (medium density residential), it is a miracle it has 
stayed undeveloped this long. It the last open space in the north end of town.  
 

 
But it now appears its days may be numbered.  A new project is being proposed.  A developer has obtained a  
slightly less than 1/2 acre parcel (.42) and is proposing a project –  four (4) small detached units just off of 

  

Northern Dunes 



Palmetto Ave across from the dunes.   This is just east of a steep ravine that nearly reaches Palmetto Ave.  If 
this ravine should continue in its natural path eastward (and its almost a geological certainty that it will), it will 
sever Palmetto Ave.   If Palmetto Ave were to be cut off, the very location of this project could serve for as an 
alternate route.                                                                                                
 

             
                                                                        Four detached units are planned here. 
     Ravine (just north of old Dollar radio station.) 
 
Furthermore while this project is small, if approved other larger projects no doubt will follow.  The previous larger 
project back in 2005 was questioned and finally rejected, this one is equally questionable. 
 
This project is before the Planning Commission April 6th, 7:00 PM in Council Chambers, 2212 Beach Blvd.   
Please 
plan to attend and make your objections known.  And if you want to be on our mailing list, send an email note to 
pacifica.fnb@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 


