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On Friday night February 7, the Pacifica Climate Committee and Pacifica’s Environmental 
Family co-hosted a film showing and political event on Climate Change. State Senator Jerry Hill 
and San Mateo County Supervisor Dave Pine were invited to address the crowd. The other 
elected officials in attendance were Supervisor Don Horsley, Harbor Commissioner Robert 
Bernardo, Pacifica City Council member Karen Ervin and Mayor Mary Ann Nihart.  
 
The event drew a packed crowd to Sharp Park Library on a rainy night. Hill outlined a number of 
strong actions he is working on at the state level to combat climate change, and praised the 
crowd as “our conscience.” Pine also was impressed with the size of the crowd and said it was a 
reflection of the engaged citizenry of Pacifica. He also said he will hold a forum on the impact of 
sea level rise on the coast of San Mateo County.  
 
The film “Shored Up,” focused on New Jersey and North Carolina, and showed how 
development on low lying land and sea level rise are colliding. As seas rise due to climate 
change, storms cause flooding and destruction. The response so far has been to spend huge 
amounts of public funds replenishing sand on beaches and building jetties and other projects to 
protect homes. Scientists have argued that with sea-level rise projected to increase up to a meter 
by the end of the century a better strategy would be to restrict construction in low lying areas. 
But in North Carolina special interests fought any restrictions on building in low areas and 
actually got the state legislature to pass a bill making it illegal to use sea level rise due to climate 
change in any planning. 
 
Pacifica Climate Committee’s Carlos Davidson told the crowd that the most important thing we 
can do in Pacifica is work to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions through a city Climate Action 
Plan. Davidson said it will take public pressure to get a climate plan because there is a small, but 
vocal minority that mistakenly think it is in their self-interest to have the City not do anything 
about climate change.  
 
Davidson told the crowd that the Pacifica City Council will have a study session on March 5th to 
consider the draft Climate Action Plan. Davidson, who was the chair of the city’s Climate Action 
Plan Task Force, reminded the audience that the draft Climate Action Plan has been languishing 
for two years. He encouraged the public to sign on to a petition asking the city council to pass a 
climate action plan by Earth day (April 26 in Pacifica), and to attend the council study session. 
The petition can be found on the Pacifica Climate Committee’s webpage at 
www.pacificaclimatecommittee.weebly.com 
  


