
From: Todd Bray; date March 1, 2014 

 

To: California Coastal Commission 

 

RE: Appeal Th15a 

 

Dear California Coastal Commission staff, and Commissioners. 
Thank you for your consideration of this important issue. Due to 
medical and financial constraints I unfortunately can’t attend the 
hearing Th15a, but I hope three or more Commissioners will agree 
that the Holiday Inn expansion, as designed, lacks a coastal feel 
and needs some work. I’ve written the Commission to add context 
to my appeal. Please let me explain.  	  

I was flipping through channels on the TV one evening when I 
came across a Planning Commission hearing for the expansion 
proposal of  the Holiday Inn just across SR1 from my house. The 
funny thing is, I was never noticed of this hearing nor any other for 
this one particular proposal even though in the past I had been 
noticed for other proposals on the same site as the expansion.  
 
The next morning I emailed Pacifica Planning Director George 
White to ask why I hadn’t been noticed about this proposal as 
historically I had been noticed in the past for proposals on the same 
site. I received a reply from Lee Diaz that the city was using a new 
county system to determine a proposals 300’ proximity to other 
property, and that was why I hadn’t been noticed, ever, of the 
Holladay Inn proposal. 
 
No more that two years before I had been routinely noticed for a 
proposal on that same site, a mixed use office/retail project that 
was so stunning and well thought out I called the design team, JC 



Engineering of Pacifica, to thank them for taking the time to do 
such a wonderful design that exhibited their sensitivity to the area 
and the coast. However the current proposal for the Holiday Inn 
expansion is the polar opposite of the JC Engineering design and 
looks like a stucco’d box with Hollywood style prison guard turrets 
at either end. Upon further inquiry I found a letter to George White 
from the CCC staff dated from May 2014 with 3 pages of CCC 
staff concerns, all of which seemed ignored.  
 
After a lengthy conversation with the CCC staffer for our region 
about appealing the Planning Commission ruling, the CCC staff, 
taking my meager finances into consideration, allowed me to 
appeal the Holiday Inn expansion design without appealing to the 
city council first, a process that was too expensive for me. I made 
it clear in the appeal I wasn't trying to stop the project, I was just 
hoping the CCC would help the project to conform to the Coastal 
Act, and help it look like it belonged on the coast not on I-5 or 
some other interstate freeway system. The 3 main area's of 
contention for me were the box like prison looking design, it's 
proximity to Rockaway Creek and lastly items listed in the May 
letter to City Planner George White. 
 
To date the CCC staff report instructs the CCC that it feels (after 
reviewing information supplied by the city) the appeal does not 
raise a substantial issue and unless 3 or more commissioners agree 
with me that the proposal does have a few substantial issues like 
the lack of a design with a coastal feel the item will not be taken 
any further by the CCC, or CCC staff, and the ruling of the 
Planning Commission will be left unchanged. 
 
As you may expect there were several letters supporting the 
expansion from the city, the Chamber of Commerce, the San 
Mateo County Association of Realtors, Daly City executive Victor 
Spano and a very emotional letter that for some reason included a 
person attack by the Holiday Inn expansion owner, Radha Patel 



who, in his letter, said I, "have demonstrated a history of vitriolic 
and erratic protests of other publically approved projects." And 
that was the nicer thing Mr. Patel said. I don't believe I've ever met 
Mr. Patel.  
 

Hopefully on the day of the Coastal Commission hearing for this 
item designated Th15a three or more Commissioners will agree 
with me, That the box like structure of the Holiday Inn expansion 
needs some work, and can be improved to be more coastal in 
nature and be less intimidating. 

 

Thank you again to Coastal Commission staff for their time and 
effort and the time and efforts of each of the Coastal 
Commissioners themselves. While I wont be able to attend the 
hearing for medical and financial reasons I hope you do find my 
appeal has merit, and my appeal will be approved in such a way 
that will allow the Holiday Inn expansion to proceed with a few 
design improvements, and the project can be something wonderful 
and inviting. 

Todd Bray 

468 Donaldson 

Pacifica CA 94044 

650- 355 6788   


