
GIRLS' CROSS-COUNTRY — ALL-LEAGUE

In order of fi nish in league fi nals
1.    Kylie Goo, Westmoor, Senior
2.    Catherine Lowdon, Burlingame, Senior
3.    Chandra Anderson, Half Moon Bay, Senior
4.    Taylor Fortnam, Menlo-Atherton, Junior
5.    Katherine Chinn, Aragon, Junior
6.    Annalisa Crowe, Menlo-Atherton, Freshman
7.    Maddie Worden, Menlo-Atherton, Freshman
8.    Madeleine Baier, Menlo-Atherton, Freshman
9.    Katie Hall, Terra Nova, Sophomore
10.  Kylie Freeburg, Half Moon Bay, Junior
11.  Gaia Bouchard-Hall, Sequoia, Senior
12.  Natalie Strohm, Half Moon Bay, Junior
13.  Megan Guillermo, Terra Nova, Senior
14.  Allison Schwartz, Carlmont, Sophomore
15.  Katie Beebe, Menlo-Atherton, Freshman

BOYS’ WATER POLO — OCEAN DIVISION

MVP:  Jackson Dobbrow, Half Moon Bay, Senior
Most Valuable Goalie:  Tony Pappas, Hillsdale, Junior

First Team
Kevin Merritt, Half Moon Bay,. Senior
Matthew Tolar, Half Moon Bay, Senior
George Archibold, Sequoia, Junior
Matt Brotherton, Sequoia, Junior
Joel Crossfi eld, Terra Nova, Senior
John Holtan, San Mateo, Senior
Grant Peel, Mills, Freshman

Second Team
Th omas Meador, Half Moon Bay, Senior
Jaden Breisach, Sequoia, Senior
Devon Johnson, Terra Nova, Junior
Austin Sterling, Terra Nova, Junior
Danny Amaya, Hillsdale, Senior
Won Kim, Mills, Senior
Kyle Walden, Woodside Priory, Senior

Honorable Mention
Kieran Wolk, Half Moon Bay, Senior
Aaron Sturtevant, Terra Nova, Junior
Tristan Knoth, Sequoia, Senior
Javier Rosas, Hillsdale, Junior
Brandan Vertrees, Mills, Junior

Michael Schembri, Woodside Priory, Senior

GIRLS’ WATER POLO — OCEAN DIVISION

MVP:   Megan Bordy, Woodside, Senior
MVGoalie:  Lindsay Montgomery, Menlo School, Senior

First Team
Emma Adams, Woodside, Senior
Terez Touhey, Woodside, Sophomore
Kaelen Dunn, Menlo School, Senior
Audrey Flower, Menlo School, Sophomore
Amanda Chinn, Hillsdale, Senior
Katrina Vukasin, Mercy, Senior
Audrey Grimes, San Mateo, Senior

Second Team
Saige Daniel, Mills, Junior
Kate Huneke, Menlo School, Junior
Micaela White, Half Moon Bay, Junior
Quin McElroy, Hillsdale, Senior
Darya Shtykalo, Hillsdale, Junior
Marka Ballard, Mercy-Burlingame, Senior
Hannah Middlekauff , San Mateo, Senior
Tina Guerra, Terra Nova, Senior

Honorable Mention
Alyssa Meyer, Menlo School, Senior
Jodi Fereira, Hillsdale, Junior
Madison Gomes, Mercy-Burlingame, Freshman
Kyla Kemp, Half Moon Bay, Junior
Taylor Cormier, Mills, Junior
Aly Oey, San Mateo, Sophomore
Emily Dunlap, Woodside, Sophomore
Ashley Mullany, Terra Nova, Senior

GIRLS’ GOLF — ALL-LEAGUE

Aman Sangha, San Mateo, Freshman
Lisa Sasaki, San Mateo, Sophomore
Xin Fang, Menlo-Atherton, Senior
Kelly Fang, Aragon, Sophomore
Allie Economou, Burlingame, Sophomore
Nichole Gedman, Burlingame, Senior
Valerie Chen, Aragon, Sophomore
Ashley Utz, Menlo-Atherton, Sophomore
Alicia Avalo, Burlingame, Sophomore
Carolyn Wong, San Mateo, Junior
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baseball team going. He helped two moms get a team going 
for the girls. 
 "Th e City of San Bruno really helped out," Lara said. "Bill 
Frisbie was supervisor of Park and Rec at the time and he did a 
tremendous job of moving things along."
 Lara was San Bruno Baseball Commissioner, a title he held 
for many years, and he had leagues which took the kids all the way 
through age 15 – Pee Wee Baseball League for boys eight through 
ten, Midget Baseball League for boys eleven through twelve, and 
Teener Baseball League for boys thirteen through fi ft een.
 "But we had kids 16 through 18 not playing ball," Lara said. 
 In the late '60s, a friend of Lara's, Lt. Charlie Ellis with the 
San Francisco PD, who in turn was a friend of Joe DiMaggio's, 
asked the Yankee Clipper if he could form a baseball league using 
his name. DiMaggio agreed. Lara, with the help of Ellis, Carl Val-
lero of Pacifi ca, a Millbrae Coach, other Peninsula coaches, and 
a good friend who owned a sporting goods store in San Francis-
co, made a Peninsula Joe DiMaggio League a reality in 1967. Joe 
DiMaggio came to San Bruno and threw out the fi rst pitch (at 
what is now Lara Field). 
 When Lara was having tryouts for the Joe DiMaggio 
League, he met Bob Greenberg. Th e late Greenberg, who would 
go on to become a longtime youth baseball volunteer – which 
included serving as Commissioner for San Bruno's Junior Gi-
ants from 1995 until his passing in 2006, and whose legacy 
was recognized by the City of San Bruno with the dedication 
of Commodore Park's baseball fi eld as Bob Greenberg Field in 
September of 2006 – approached Lara. "He wanted to know if 
his kid had a chance of making the team," Lara laughed at the 
recollection. "I asked him who his kid was."
 It turns out Greenberg's "kid" was a guy who could run like a 
gazelle, was a great center fi elder and was a left  handed batter.
 "I went to see his son perform at high school and his son 
wasn't there," Lara said. "He wasn't there because he wasn't getting 
good grades, and when I talked to him he told me it was because 
he didn't like his teachers and various other excuses, but he wanted 
to play DiMaggio baseball. I told him to get his grades up or forget 
it. I didn't take anybody who fl unked out of school."
 Greenberg's son got his grades up and played ball – and he 
played it well.
 "I couldn't shake his dad loose aft er that," Lara laughed. "But 
Bob was such a great help to baseball in San Bruno and he knew 
how to raise money, which we needed. We had a great friendship. 
We were like brothers. When he married his wife Lorry, I warned 
her, she was getting a new brother-in-law – me!"
 Lara, who has had so many titles – he's been the President of 
the Joe DiMaggio Peninsula League, the President of the San Bru-
no Lions of which he's been a member for 25 years, a Commander 
at San Bruno's VFW, a Commissioner with Park and Rec, and the 
list goes on – said he's got a lot of great baseball memories, and all 
are about "how we won or how we lost."
 "Wally Bunker (Baltimore Orioles 1963-1968 and Kansas 
City Royals, 1969-1971), pitched for me when he was really a 
young kid and then he went to St. Robert's," Lara said. "And when 
St. Robert's joined our league, he played for St. Robert's instead of 
us. He was a tremendous pitcher and a good ball player. One time 
he hit the trees and got a triple. It was the last inning. We had one 
of their players out and we were ahead by one run. Th e next player 
bunted but it was popped up. Our catcher caught it bare-handed 
and tagged Wally coming in – we won the game."
 "I have been so involved in baseball here in San Bruno be-
cause I know what it did for me," Lara said. "A lot of kids were 
getting in trouble back in my day and they'd want me to join them, 
and I never would. Th ey'd call me names but they got caught steal-
ing and later one of those kids told me, that I was the smart one."
 "Sports can really solidify who you are," Lara continued. "When 
I think of kids who played baseball with us who went on to become 
teachers, fi remen, policemen, business owners, UC Berkeley pro-
fessors, and two of our boys got scholarships to college through our 
program – I like to think I helped to have a hand in that."
 Lara, who also has seven grandchildren, four great grandchil-
dren and one great grandchild on the way said that he has done 
very well in life. 
 "You've got to love one another and help one another, and 
that's really it," Lara said when contemplating what makes for 
a good life. "Plus you've got to have friends, someone who will 
pick you up and straighten you out – that's a friend. And play 
sports! Of course, I'll always try to beat you. But win or lose, 
sports are rejuvenating!"
 Lara added that he wanted to dedicate this article to Warren 
Wynkoop. Th e late sports editor and principal photographer for 
the San Bruno Herald wrote a lot about the kids at Capachino and 
Crestmoor high schools, and as far as Lara is concerned, Wynkoop 
put San Bruno on the map.
 Jean Bartlett is additionally the Arts and Features Correspon-
dent for the Pacifi ca Tribune.

 LOCAL SPORTS

 Th e Mills High School boys’ 
soccer team learned a valuable lesson 
Tuesday, Dec. 11:  If you don’t com-
pete hard for every ball and contest 
every pass, you’re at risk of getting 
embarrassed. 
 “We’re not good enough to not 
give a great eff ort every second of 
the match,” Mills coach Craig Dillie 
said aft er watching his team suff er a 
2-1 loss to host Branham-San Jose. 
“Some of our guys just didn’t give 
the eff ort you need to play this game 
at a high level.”
 Th e fi nal score could’ve been 
much more one-sided, as Branham 
dominated the possession, con-
trolled the action and treated the 
Mills (0-2) goal as target practice. 
Simply put, every time the Bruins 
unleashed a corner kick or a throw 
in near the end of the fi eld, it had a 
chance to score.  All told, Branham 
outshot Mills 24-6 and had a 7-2 ad-
vantage in corner kicks. 
 Th e Vikings had all sorts of is-
sues on their own end, and most 
of the time they were relegated to 
clearing the ball just to get Branham 
players off  their jerseys. Despite be-
ing dominated from the start, the Vi-
kings — incredibly enough — found 

themselves up 1-0 aft er Matthew 
Louie scored on a free kick from the 
top of the 18-yard box in the 25th 
minute. Th e play was set up aft er the 
Vikings’ Nickolas Soo drew a Bran-
ham yellow card on an indirect kick.
 Th at put the ball at the top edge 
of the penalty box, and Louie un-
leashed a strong shot that defl ected 
off  the Branham wall before land-
ing in the net, stunning the Bruins. 
However, Mills’ lead was short-lived. 
Branham scored the equalizer three 
minutes later before tallying the 
game-winner in the 46th minute. 
Even though the Vikings didn’t regis-
ter their fi rst shot of the second half 
until the 65th minute, Dillie liked the 
way his team played aft er halft ime.
 “When we were able to hold onto 
the ball and move it, it’s a joy to watch,” 
Dillie said. “I don’t know why we didn’t 
do that in the fi rst half. We weren’t 
moving and passing the ball, and we 
were ineff ective in our execution.”
 Every once in a while, Mills 
showed fl ashes of potential. In the 
22nd minute, Jun Jang delivered a 
beautiful through ball to a streaking 
Damon Suen down the middle of 
the fi eld. Suen had an excellent look 
at the goal, but his shot was defl ect-

ed away by the Branham goalkeeper. 
Even though Dillie was disappointed 
with the result, he knows a loss like 
this could benefi t his team as it moves 
forward.
 Aft er all, non-league games this 
early in the season are designed to 
sharpen a team’s skill in every facet of 
the game. Winning is still the No. 1 
priority, but aft er that a coach wants 
to fi nd out what his players are made 
of. Louie’s energetic play and ability 
to control the ball was one of the 
few positives for the Vikings, who 
seemed overwhelmed at times from 
Branham’s pressure. 
 As a result, the Vikings suff ered 
from an inordinate amount of turn-
overs. Dillie liked what he saw from 
Jang, his attacking center midfi elder, 
along with wing players Suen and 
Ferras Khoury. Vikings goalkeeper 
Eric Wong had a number of nice 
saves; oft en times he was in the per-
fect position to make point-blank 
saves and keep the score from get-
ting out of hand.
 “I like the potential of this 
team,” Dillie said. “I think this team 
has a chance to be successful if we 
compete hard, play smart and do the 
things we’re supposed to do.”

Mills soccer shows potential in loss


