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No Recruitment 
Process
Dear Editor:

City Manager Tinfow, Save the
City money! Appoint either Cap-
tain Dan Steidle or Captain Joe

Spanheimer to the vacant position
of Pacifica Police Chief, succeed-
ing retired Chief Jim Tasa. These
Captains have shown their capa-
bilities through interim leadership
this past year. Both have risen
through the ranks in the depart-
ment and have master’s degrees.

Their experience and knowledge
of the workings of our City, citi-
zens, and community activities

cannot be found by hiring and
“outsider”. Who would be better qual-
ified? Appoint “one of our own”.

Shirlee Gibbs
Sharp Park

Editorial, Letters to the EditorOpinions?
News Submission Guidelines
The PacificaTribune welcomes your emailed news items.

Email story suggestions to horaceh1@yahoo.com. Please
include a daytime telephone number. News items include
community events, activities, education, lifestyle, business,
sports, entertainment, etc. News stories are published on
a space-available basis. The Tribune does not guarantee
placement of any event. Photos are also accepted and must
be sent as JPEG files attached to your email. Please pro-
vide the photographer’s name and the names and titles (if
any) of people in the photo. The deadline for receipt of news
items is 5 p.m. on Wednesday for the following week’s pub-
lication. Your submission must be no more than 500 words.
Briefer is better. The Tribune reserves the right to edit the
story to fit the space.

Letters to the Editor
Letters must be no more than 250 words. Email your

letter to tribuneletters@bayareanewsgroup.com. Include
your first and last name, home address and telephone num-
ber for verification. Neither your address nor phone num-
ber will be printed in the newspaper, just the part of the
community where you live (Linda Mar, Rockaway, Manor,
etc.). We reserve the right to edit letters for length, good
taste, libel and clarity. No anonymous letters will be printed.
Deadline for receipt of your letter is 5 p.m. on Thursday for
the following week’s publication. Letters will be published
in order of receipt. Letters longer than 250 words will be
returned to the sender.

Opinion Columns
The Tribune editor will consider requests to

write an opinion column of no more than 500
words. Email your request to tribuneletters@
bayareanewsgroup.com. All submissions must be received
by Thursday noon for the following week’s publication.
Opinion columns longer than 500 words will be returned to
the sender. Include your first and last name, home address
and telephone number for verification. If you are affiliated
with an organization that relates to your submission, please
list your affiliation with the organization.

Life Tributes
The deadline for submitting an obituary is 5 p.m.

on Friday for the following week’s publication. If a
memorial service is being held the week of publica-
tion, a late obituary will be accepted on Monday at
noon. Email all obituaries and accompanying photo to
tribuneobits@bayareanewsgroup.com. Only one photo per
obituary. Send photo as a PDF or JPEG attachment to your
document. Price: 250 words or less: $60 without a photo-
graph; $85 with a photograph. Obituaries longer than 250
words may be subject to an additional cost. For additional
information, call 650-359-6666.

Milestone News & Calendar
The Tribune welcomes engagement, wedding and an-

niversary announcements. Photos will be accepted with
engagement and wedding announcements. For anniversa-
ries of more than 25 years, photos are accepted. Announce-
ment of events and/or fundraising activities are also wel-
comed for publication in the Tribune Community Notes
section. Email announcements and calendar events to
tribunecalendar@bayareanewsgroup.com.

Submitted Photos
Email JPEG photos to tribunephotos@

bayareanewsgroup.com. Please provide photographer’s
name and identify subjects in the photo. Photos submitted
may be published at our discretion in the Tribune or any of
its publications, or any other Bay Area News Group news-
paper or website.

(Receipt of the above items by email is preferred; however, 
submissions may also be dropped off at the Tribune office,
59 Bill Drake Way by the listed deadline.)

* Opinions expressed by columnists &
letter writers are theirs alone and not those
of the Pacifica Tribune.
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WRONG-WAY DUI KILLS PACIFICAN
July 25 a Daly City woman drove drunk out of the Sea
Bowl/Surf Spot parking lot, mistakenly turned left, and
drove uphill in the northbound lanes of Highway 1, hitting
and killing an innocent Pacifican headed over the hill from
Linda Mar to Rockaway in broad daylight. “That’s exactly
what she did,” confirms Acting Police Chief Daniel Stei-
dle. The woman faces vehicular manslaughter charges,
but where was she drinking and who served her the
drinks? Why wasn’t there a big red WRONG WAY sign
and other warning devices on the road where she made
the fateful decision to turn left and go the wrong way up
the hill? Was she distracted by using her smartphone or
car infotainment system? Was she unfamiliar with the di-
vided highway? Will we ever know the answers to these
and other questions?

STUPID CRIMINAL
A San Francisco man drowned his cat in a weighted bag
he threw into the bay, but the cat was microchipped and
the authorities traced it back to the owner and charged
him with felony animal cruelty. Now that’s what I call
“good” karma. As to what an appropriate punishment
should be for this jerk, I call Judge Roy Bean to the bench.
(Source: San Francisco Chronicle)

LONG GONE
Now that the New Horizons spaceship has photographed
dwarf planet Pluto and flown off into the Kuiper Belt and
beyond, what will happen to the little vehicle the size of
a grand piano? How far will it go and will we ever hear
from it again? After it did such a great job for nine years
and achieved its goal, is it fair to consider it space junk?
Similarly, whatever became of the Pioneer and Voyager
spacecraft after they had reached their objectives? Are
you wondering why I am wandering into this twilight

zone? Just curious. After watching “Mission to Pluto”
and “Chasing Pluto” on PBS last week, I became an in-
stant Plutonian. As a Baby Boomer, I grew up watching
the space race on TV: those early-morning launches from
Cape Canaveral, me sitting on the floor spooning up a
bowlful of Alpha-Bits and milk, getting excited about the
countdowns and the stage separations and the lure of
outer space. Old habits die hard.

DRIVERLESS CARS
Scott McKellar wonders if driverless cars are insured by
uninsurance companies and serviced by unmechanics.
And what happens to all those manufacturers of seat-
belts, car stereos, floor mats, air fresheners, fuzzy dice,
squeegees, and all the other accoutrements of human-
driven cars?

WATER-SAVING IDEA
Christian Ryvlin suggests that hardware stores may carry
manual or motorized bilge pumps you can use to get your
bathwater (“gray water”) out to the garden.

WHERE TO PUT THEM ALL?
“The Swedish furniture giant is offering a free kit to
help customers [secure their Ikea chests and dressers].
The kit will be available to anyone who bought 27 million
chests and dressers…” (San Francisco Chronicle, Busi-
ness News, July 23)

SWAMI SEZ
“Oh look, a computer with its own printer.” (Young kid
seeing his first typewriter, 2015)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
Coastside News: PacificaRiptide.com
Email Me: Mayburrito@Goofbuster.com
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Letters
to the editor

John Maybury

Wandering &
Wondering
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Council Liaison
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Spano, Victor..............spanov@ci.pacifica.ca.us
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