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Too many empty 
buildings
Editor:

I join Bob Hutchinson in support of
a commercial vacancy ordinance for
Pacifica.  As I walk my dog past the
Linda Mar Shopping Center and shop
and eat in Fairmont I note that in ad-
dition to the blight of empty spaces
there is also a growing problem with
these empty business spaces accumu-
lating garbage.

I note specifically the litter growing
in volume at the ex -Denny’s space in
Linda Mar.  At the very least the land-
lord should be cited for not keeping the
spaces they refuse to rent in a clean
and attractive condition and the cita-
tions should be issued as frequently
as possible, in escalating amounts, to
put some pressure on Kimco and any
other commercial landlord that has
no respect for the Pacifica commu-
nity.  I find it interesting that in the
same Tribune issue we have an article
about developing the Quarry area for
commercial and residential use.  If we
cannot adequately deal with the exist-
ing spaces in Pacifica why should we
support additional development?

Mark Coby
Linda Mar

Fireworks 
Editor:

Look, I get it, I really do. Some-
thing exciting happening in sports
makes you happy, and when you are
happy you like to make loud noises
with explosives. Usually I can antici-
pate  these  events and dope my dog,

put on loud music and in general be
prepared. This Saturday Sept. 12,
when Bumgarner ALMOST pitched a
perfect game, the volley of explosions
took Arguello Blvd. by surprise. My
dog tried to climb into the fireplace,
and there was a fire in it. Really? For
an ALMOST event? Please stop. I’m
okay with the Fourth of July , New
Years Eve, World Series, Warriors Fi-
nals, But come on. I’m sure you don’t
give a toss about legions of frightened
animals you send skittering under
beds and shuddering behind sofas.
But how about the wounded warriors,
the patriots returned from war you
claim to care so much about? How
do you know what you “celebrations”
at midnight bring to mind for them?
For those with PTSD, or just painful
memories, sudden noises can trigger
terrible  episodes. Maybe they don’s
live on Arguello, maybe he or she live
on Escalero, or Marvilla Circle, or
Serena or beyond. Your M-80’s sound
like gunshots and the sound wave
ripple out, carrying all that ugliness
with them, to those who silently suf-
fer while you celebrate. Knock it off
please.

Cindy Harn
Linda Mar

Great business 
coverage
Editor:

Thank you, Pacifica Tribune for
the two articles on KIMCO placed
prominently on the front page two
weeks in a row.  Also, my thanks to
Esther Harris who took the time to in-
vestigate and report on the problem.

This is not an issue that relates only
to the small business located in Fair-
mont and Linda Mar but to the entire
community of Pacifica. How much
sales tax revenue is currently being
lost with Lucky now out of the Pacifica
picture?  It has to be tens of thousands
per month given the volume of Lucky
sales.  Basically, I am supportive of a
vacancy ordinance associated with
the continued vacancy of business es-
tablishments at shopping centers like
Fairmont and Linda Mar. Take time
to contact the City Council members
and let them know you are supportive
of such and ordinance.

Bart Willoughby
Pacific Manor

Better late than 
never
Editor:

Words are not enough to express
my admiration for the work you’ve
done at the corner of Paloma and
Oceana Avenue, painting Oceana
Sharks on the school’s tennis wall.
Now I enjoy that area. I look forward
to taking that turn and having to look
at your work.

I downloaded your web. It in-
spired in me admiration and respect
for the Peter Bogdanov family. I’ve
been thinking of writing this for many
weeks. Was concerned I wouldn’t
be able to tell you how I feel. Finally,
decided just say it as I feel it. I hope
these words are adequate.

Camincha Benvenutto
Sharp Park

Editorial, Letters to the EditorOpinions?
The Pacifica Tribune welcomes your emailed news items. Email story
suggestions to horaceh1@yahoo.com. Please include a daytime tele-
phone number. News items include community events, activities, edu-
cation, lifestyle, business, sports, entertainment, etc. News stories are
published on a space-available basis. The Tribune does not guarantee
placement of any event. Photos are also accepted and must be sent as
JPEG files attached to your email. Please provide the photographer’s
name and the names and titles (if any) of people in the photo. The
deadline for receipt of news items is 5 p.m. on Wednesday for the
following week’s publication. Your submission must be no more than
500 words. Briefer is better. The Tribune reserves the right to edit
the story to fit the space.

Letters to the Editor
Letters must be no more than 250 words. Email your letter

to tribuneletters@bayareanewsgroup.com. Include your first
and last name, home address and telephone number for verifi-
cation. Neither your address nor phone number will be printed
in the newspaper, just the part of the community where you
live (Linda Mar, Rockaway, Manor, etc.). We reserve the right
to edit letters for length, good taste, libel and clarity. No anon-
ymous letters will be printed. Deadline for receipt of your let-
ter is 5 p.m. on Thursday for the following week’s publication.
Letters will be published in order of receipt. Letters longer
than 250 words will be returned to the sender.

Opinion Columns
The Tribune editor will consider requests

to write an opinion column of no more than 500
words. Email your request to tribuneletters@
bayareanewsgroup.com. All submissions must be received
by Thursday noon for the following week’s publication. Opin-
ion columns longer than 500 words will be returned to the
sender. Include your first and last name, home address and
telephone number for verification. If you are affiliated with
an organization that relates to your submission, please list
your affiliation with the organization.

Life Tributes
The deadline for submitting an obituary is 5 p.m. on Friday for

the following week’s publication. If a memorial service is being
held the week of publication, a late obituary will be accepted on
Monday at noon. Email all obituaries and accompanying photo to
tribuneobits@bayareanewsgroup.com. Only one photo per
obituary. Send photo as a PDF or JPEG attachment to your
document. Price: 250 words or less: $60 without a photograph;
$85 with a photograph. Obituaries longer than 250 words may
be subject to an additional cost. For additional information,
call 650-359-6666.

Milestone News & Calendar
The Tribune welcomes engagement, wedding and an-

niversary announcements. Photos will be accepted with
engagement and wedding announcements. For anniversa-
ries of more than 25 years, photos are accepted. Announce-
ment of events and/or fundraising activities are also wel-
comed for publication in the Tribune Community Notes
section. Email announcements and calendar events to
tribunecalendar@bayareanewsgroup.com.

Submitted Photos
Email JPEG photos to tribunephotos@

bayareanewsgroup.com. Please provide photogra-
pher’s name and identify subjects in the photo. Photos
submitted may be published at our discretion in the
Tribune or any of its publications, or any other Bay
Area News Group newspaper or website.

(Receipt of the above items by email is preferred; how-
ever, submissions may also be dropped off at the Tribune 
office, 59 Bill Drake Way by the listed deadline.)

* Opinions expressed by columnists &
letter writers are theirs alone and not
those of the Pacifica Tribune.

LOCALS ONLY!
At the risk of sounding like a loca-chauvinist, I am

wondering why foreign investors seem to be preying
on Pacifica real estate. Japanese-owned 7-Eleven Inc.
wants to add two more of its so-called convenience
stores to the two already here, bringing with them
more alcohol, tobacco, lottery tickets, and candy to a
town that already has too many addiction issues. Cana-
dian-owned Sonora Shores is ripping up a hillside open
space to develop Harmony @ 1 multimillion-dollar lux-
ury homes on Fassler Ridge, adding more burdens on
city services for very little tax revenue in return. And
now I hear that an Australian developer plans to build
a resort hotel and apartments in Rockaway Quarry,
which to me seems like the least beneficial use of that
troubled property. Personally, I would much rather see
that sorry bowl of land become a world-class amphi-
theater like Colorado’s Red Rocks or Berkeley’s Greek.
As a former rock quarry, wouldn’t Rockaway be an ap-
propriate place for The Rolling Stones to perform their
farewell concert!

GOOD INVESTMENT
Subway sandwich franchise founder Fred DeLuca

died recently of leukemia at age 67. He had started the
business with a $1,000 loan from a doctor friend, hop-
ing to finance his own medical school education, but
he never became a doctor, because his sandwich shop
turned into a wildly successful chain, the largest res-
taurant business in the world by number of outlets.
(Source: Wall Street Journal, September 16)

NOT SHY AND RETIRING
I just took Amtrak back East to visit my folks in

Falls Church, Virginia. Their retirement home is in a
tizzy over what to play on all the big-screen TVs in the
workout room, so the residents compromised: CNN
during daytime and Fox News at night. But when I
went down to the fitness center one evening expecting
to see a bunch of elderly Republicans pumping iron to
the steady patter of Fox News, no one else was there.
So unfortunately, I had to do my half-hour on the re-
cumbent stationary bike suffering through the “fair and
balanced” broadcast. Apparently, politics doesn’t end
when you retire.

DAMN GPS!
I jumped on Caltrain the evening of September 13 to 

ride from San Jose to San Bruno. I settled in for the bumpy 
ride up the Peninsula. Suddenly, just before the Califor-
nia Avenue stop, we hit a car, with a loud crash and the 
sounds of grinding metal and flying rocks. The engineer
slammed on the emergency brakes and we came to a halt.
The conductor ran down the aisle asking if everyone was 
okay. We were all fine. Miraculously, the driver of the car 
had jumped out unhurt just before the train crushed her 
car. Palo Alto Online reported that she had followed her 
GPS instructions but she mistakenly turned onto the train
tracks and got stuck on the rails. An hour later, a relief 
train came. Emergency crews set up a ramp so that all 
passengers could safely cross over to the relief train, then 
we continued on up the line to our destinations.

MAYBURRITOVILLE
Coastside news & views: PacificaRiptide.com
Word Whacker: Goofbuster.com
Email me: Mayburrito@Goofbuster.com
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Letters
to the editor

John Maybury

Wandering &
Wondering

Asked at Linda Mar Safeway.
If you could have one superpower, 

what would it be?

Bartlett’s Bullets       Jean Bartlett

Tygarjas
Twyrls
Bigstyck
The ability

to remove
a person’s
conscious-
ness and
swap it out
with an-
other’s so

they can see how it is to live
in the other person’s shoes.
In addition I would like the
ability to compel someone
to tell the truth.

Steven
Roark
I have
t h o u g h t
about this
b e f o r e .
To build
a better
mousetrap
to catch all
the crooks,

politicians and ne’er-do-
wells.

Chrissy
O’Reilly
M a y b e
be in two 
places at 
once be-
cause I 
work and 
I’m a mom 
and it’s 
hard to 

split my time.

Hema
Arwade

A super-
power that
would en-
able me to
help lots of
poor and
needy peo-
ple. I would
help them

with food, water, medical
care, a roof over their head
and I would send them to
school.

Sharon
Vintero
R e a d i n g
minds be-
cause I
have five
kids and
sometimes
it’s hard to
get it out of
them what

they are thinking about.

Dara
Soeurn
I would fly

so I can see
the world.
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