
Weatherman 
 
Where is the dividing line for above and below average 
precipitation from El Nino along the West Coast? 
 
NOAA is out with its official prediction: the entire San 
Francisco Bay Area is in the "likely above" area! 
 
NOAA has put the Bay Area in the light green area -- one of 
three colors -- within the "likely above" region of its prediction 
map for December-January, which presumably means we'll 
get above average rainfall -- a HUGE change from last year -
- but it won't be as much above average as Southern 
California. 
 
San Francisco has recently (from 1981-2010) been receiving 
an average of 23.64 inches of rain a year. (Instead of 29 
years, over the last 30 years the average has been 24.71 
inches.) It also gets an average of 4 days of rain a year in 
October, 7 in November, 10 in December, 11 each in 
January and February, plus 10 days of rain in March, 6 in 
April, and 4 in May. 
 
In 2011, it got 15.64 inches. The next year, it received 16.61 
inches. In 2013, it had just 12.54 inches -- half of average. 
And last year, San Francisco received 18.19 inches of rain, 
13.99 inches of which fell in November and December. 
 
How much rain would San Francisco have to receive to 
break it's seasonal record? A whopping 49.27 inches fell 
from 1861-1862. 
 
The most rain that's ever fallen in San Francisco in a single 
24 hour period was 6.19 inches on November 5-6, 1994. 
(The most snow that fell in San Francisco in 24 hours was 



3.7 inches in February 1887.) 
 
And the all-time record for the most rain in a single hour in 
S.F. is 1.92 inches, recorded at SFSU in February 2004. 
 
During the last great El Nino, San Francisco received a 
whopping 15.14 inches of rain in February 1998. 
 
In fact, the most rain that has ever come down in a single 
month in the city was 24.36 inches in January 1862 and 
23.41 inches in January 1895. 
 
Check out the map at .40 in the video at this link. 
 
http://www.weather.com/news/climate/news/strong-el-nino-
noaa-update-september2015	  


