
Wednesday, November 2, 2016 
Coastal Commission 
Ignores Looming Public 
Vote  
Gives permit to convicted ESA violator to 
conduct tests in Pacifica Quarry. 
 

By ScienceGirl 
 

Pacifica residents Chaya 
Gordon, Margaret Goodale, 
Karen Rosenstein, and Leo 
Leon spoke on Item #8 
(Permit Waivers) at the 
California Coastal 
Commission (CCC) this 
morning. Their request was 
to deny permitting of John 
Zentner, working for 
developer Paul Heule of 
Eenhorn, a waiver to test 
the removal process of 
Pampas Grass in Pacifica's 



quarry. 
 

The request to deny or at 
least delay the waiver for 
Zentner was denied. 
 

Dan Carl, deputy director of 
the commission's North 
Central Coast District, 
spoke for staff, 
dismissing all concerns with 
a statement that "their 
internal experts" had 
reviewed the issue, and did 
not consider any of the 
following points valid:  
1 A public vote November 8 

on Measure W to develop 
the quarry, if it does 
not pass, makes Zentner's 
request invalid and moot. 

2 Zentner's request has 



many errors, including 
the false statement that 
there are no endangered 
species in the quarry. In 
fact, federally 
endangered San Francisco 
Garter Snakes and 
California red-legged 
frogs have been present 
for more than 100 years. 

3 Zentner was convicted in 
November 2008 for 
violating the Endangered 
Species Act, and pled 
guilty to take of 
California red-legged 
frogs. He has had several 
other missteps regarding 
laws and regulations 
around ecosystems and 
wildlife (listed in 



materials sent to 
CCC). !https://www.ju
stice.gov/archive/o
pa/pr/2000/November
/663enrd.htm 

4 Staff doesn't feel 
that this activity 
will disturb 
wildlife. 

5 Staff is fine with 
permitting this 
exploratory effort on 
behalf of several major 
projects in the quarry, 
even in the face of a 
controversial Measure W, 
to permanently rezone the 
quarry for 206 multi-unit 
dwellings 4 stories high 



this November. 
6 To hear the entire 

discussion, see CCC 
website 
archives: !http://www.cal-
span.org/media.php?folder[]=CCC 

 
During a brief discussion, 
only Commissioners 
Shallenberger and Cox asked 
anything about endangered 
wildlife. They followed up 
with a question: “Did anyone 
contact US Fish & Wildlife?” 
(Answer: NO). The only other 
question was asked by 
locally based Commissioner 
Carol Groom, who asked, 
"When will the work be 
done?" 
 

No commissioners moved to 



support Pacifica residents 
on this issue, and a waiver 
will be granted to Zentner 
to continue his digging in 
the quarry. 
 

WHAT'S THE BIG PICTURE? 
Taking a larger view, this 
small erasure of public 
input -- ignoring the fact 
that a public vote will 
occur on this issue 6 days 
from today -- seems 
insignificant.  
 

That this commission shows 
its friendliness toward 
those who would pave over 
the quarry and install a 
small city -- with barely a 
peep from our local 
Commissioner Carol Groom, 



pending a public vote only 6 
days away -- shows what the 
public can expect. 
 

Are CCC staff and 
commissioners acting 
professionally, without 
consideration of 
California's unique 
ecosystems and public 
heritage they claim to 
protect and preserve? 
 
WHOM TO THANK FOR THIS CCC 
SNAFU: 

Governor Brown 
appointed eminently 
unqualified 
developers and their 
allies as 



commissioners. These 
non-scientists took 
it upon themselves to 
fire for political 
reasons the eminently 
qualified executive 
director Dr. Charles 
Lester this past 
February. Ever since, 
the CCC seems to have 
lost its focus on 
solid science and 
effective 
intergovernmental 
coordination. 
  
WHAT CAN PACIFICA VOTERS DO 



ABOUT THIS?  
Vote No on Measure W this 
November 8.  
 

Developer ballot Measure W 
takes away the public's 
right to vote on housing 
projects in the quarry, and 
permanently permits 206 
multi-family housing units 4 
stories high in the quarry.  
 

More about Measure W: 
1 https://www.stopquarryrezone.org/ 
2 http://www.pacificariptide.com/pacifi

ca_riptide/2016/10/many-of-us-are-
union-members-or-union-
supporters-but-this-agreement-
does-not-change-the-fact-that-
measure-w-is-not-a-vote-to.html 

http://www.restorepacificaquarry.com/	


