
Pacifica City Council Meeting, October 8, 2018 
 
We had a Closed Session beginning at 6:00 PM, regarding labor negotiations. 
Closed session topics typically involve labor or personnel, legal proceedings, or 
real estate negotiations.  Because of the sensitive nature of the topics, 
participants are prohibited from talking about them. 
 
The Open Session began at 7:00. 
 
Special Presentations were next, the Open Space Preservation Award to Paul 
Jones, and a proclamation to the Art Guild of Pacifica on their 60th anniversary. 
 
The Consent Calendar was next. The items on the consent calendar are 
thought to need no discussion and are all approved together, unless anyone has 
an objection or comment.    
 
1. Approval of Disbursements for 9/1/18 through 9/15/18. Checks issued. 
 
2. Approval of Minutes for September 24, 2018 
 
3. Proclamation Confirming Existence of Local Emergency of the Pacifica 
Coastline from Westline Drive (at the far north end of Pacifica) to the End of 
Beach Boulevard.   
 
This is required by certain State grants to repair damage from winter storms in 
Jan. 2016 that we proclaim each month (with photos) a State of Local 
Emergency. 
 
4. Amendment of Consultant Services Agreement with Environmental 
Science Associates, for Sea Level Rise Policies of the Local Coastal Plan 
Update.  
 
This is amendment #2 to the contract. Some of the additional work required 
included adaption alternatives to account for nuances in sub-areas, the Coastal 
Commission's request to include managed retreat in the adaption plan, an 
additional public workshop, additional support for Charles Lester to finalize 
policies, and several other tasks.  
 
The original contract amount was $185,000, and amendment #1 for additional 
public engagement was $41,000. This amendment is $59,600, for a total of 
$285,600.   
 
5. Response to San Mateo County Civil Grand Jury Report on Smoke-Free 
Multiunit Housing. 
 



This report mandates a public hearing by December 31, 2018 to hear residents' 
views on restricting smoking in multiunit housing. Staff will respond that, due to a 
very tight schedule including consideration of by-district elections, the City 
Council will hold a hearing by March 31, 2018. 
 
6. Response to San Mateo Civil Grand Jury Report on Cooperative 
Purchasing by Cities. 
 
The report advocates "piggybacking" on beneficial terms of contracts entered into 
by other jurisdictions, cooperative purchasing agreements, and collaboration with 
the county to negotiate lower prices. Staff noted several instances of 
piggybacking and cooperative purchasing currently in place.  
 
7. Revising the Job Description, Title and Salary for the Executive 
Assistant/Deputy City Clerk. 
 
This resolution is to formalize the position of Executive Assistant to the City 
Manager as Deputy City Clerk. It includes City Clerk support duties and 
designates the employee acting City Clerk in the City Clerk's absence. The 
monthly salary range for the Executive Assistant was $5,973 - $6,875, and for 
the new position, $6,272 - $7,526. 
 
Council voted 5-0 to approve items 1-3 and 5-7 of the Consent Calendar. Item 4 
was approved separately 5-0. 
 
Oral Communications, for members of the public to comment on items not on 
the agenda, Council Communications, and Staff Communications, came 
next. 
 
Followed by two Public Hearings. 
 
8. Resolution Denying Appeal of the Planning Commission 
Recommendation and Introduction of an Ordinance Amending Article 48 
"Marijuana Regulations". 
 
This item was not properly noticed, and the appellant could not be in attendance 
at this meeting. 
 
Council voted 5-0 to continue this item until the October 22, 2018 meeting. 
 
9. Public Hearing to Receive Input from the Community Regarding a 
District-Based Election System.  
 
Council heard from a demographer hired by the City Attorney's firm, who has 
extensive expertise in district-based elections. She recommended that council 
offer input on several issues below.  



 
We identified a "community of interest" as the Asian-American population in the 
northeast corner of Pacifica. This should not be split between districts. Council 
favored a 5-district map over a 4-district map with a an at-large mayor. The 
mayor would a council member selected for 1 year by the council as is done 
currently. Council also favored a map in which all 5 districts touched the ocean. 
Council wished to respect voters' choices by maintaining continuity in office in 
drawing the districts, to the extent possible. These were advisory 
recommendations, so no vote was necessary. 
 
The districts must be of roughly equal population, +/- 10%. In addition to the 
demographers maps, residents may also submit maps, either at the City of 
Pacifica's website, or on a paper map photographed and emailed to 
Pacifica@NDCresearch.com.  
 
Then we came to Items for Consideration 
 
10. Quarterly Investment Report. 
 
This report details the cash and investment accounts of the City. The major 
accounts are as follows: The largest is the general checking account, totaling 
$24.5 million on June 30, 2018. The Roy Davies trust has $3.5 million, and is 
restricted to expenditures on parks. Also, the principal of this fund may be spent 
only with a 4/5 vote of council. These accounts receive 0.10 to 0.15% interest. 
$7.3 million is invested with the Local Agency Investment Account (LAIF), a state 
agency, at about 2.0 percent interest. The bond proceeds intended for the EQ 
basin, currently $14.5 million, are in a money market fund and receive about 
0.6% interest.   
 
Council voted 5-0 to accept the report. 
 
11. Resolution Approving Updates to the City of Pacifica Investment Policy. 
 
The City invests about $7 million in the Local Agency Investment Account (LAIF), 
a state-run agency. In August, the return was about 2.0%. Individual cities can 
not dictate which investments LAIF makes, however the pool does not contain 
direct investments in in tobacco, fossil fuels, or weapons manufacturers. 
 
The Resolution "discourages investments in tobacco, fossil fuel, or weapons 
manufacturing companies". 
 
Council voted 5-0 to approve the Resolution. 
  
We adjourned at  10:15. 
 
John Keener, Mayor 


