
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Date: October 30, 2014 

Cypress Grove Management Plan Work Begins October 30 at Fitzgerald Marine Reserve  

Moss Beach, California: Work to improve the health and safety of the Cypress Grove at Fitzgerald 

Marine Reserve is scheduled to begin October 30. This is one of two pilot projects slated to address 

vegetation management needs at the Reserve. The Reserve is a San Mateo County Park. 

Trees identified in the Cypress Grove Management Plan to be removed and trimmed in order to 

reduce hazards will be marked on October 30. At the same time, the project biologist will inspect 

individual trees to determine if bats are present. Tree work will proceed on or after November 10 if a 

tree is found to not contain roosting bats. However, work will not begin if the biologist observes bats 

that have gone into hibernation or if hibernation is anticipated.  In this case, tree care will be 

rescheduled in the spring of 2015.  Surveys will be conducted of other sensitive species known to be 

in the Grove to ensure that appropriate protective steps are taken during the work.  

The Cypress Grove Management Plan seeks to improve the health of the Grove and improve public 

safety. Approximately 1,068 trees, mostly cypress trees, comprise the Grove. In 2013 a team of 

consultants, including a certified arborist, performed an inspection of the Grove to establish a tree 

ranking system. The system identified trees that require care including trimming or removal. Most 

important, trees that pose the greatest hazard are ranked as a priority. Thirty-four trees are dead and 

will be removed due to their location and hazard ranking. An additional 56 trees will be trimmed.  

County staff will be on site and will work closely with arborists to coordinate tree work.   

Trails within the Grove will be closed during project work. The Coastal Trail will be closed 

intermittently depending on where work is occurring. Trail closures will be posted at trail heads and 

on the Parks Department website: www.SMCoParks.org 

San Mateo County Parks manages more than 18,000 acres of parks, preserves, trails and historic 

sites located throughout San Mateo County. 

For more information, please contact: 
Ramona Arechiga, Natural Resources Manager 

TRArechiga@smcgov.org 

(650) 599-1375 Direct Line 

(650) 465-3440 Cell 
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