
(This "My Turn" column originally appeared in the May 27 Pacifica Tribune) 
 

June 6 'Disaster Preparedness Expo' 
should question Pacifica's readiness 

  
San Mateo County's 11th annual Disaster Preparedness Day on Saturday, June 6, should alert 
participants that a major disaster could isolate south Pacifica. 
  
Firstly, consider that Pacificans from Sharp Park northward lay claim to seven of the eight roads 
that access Pacifica: counterclockwise they are Sharp Park Road, Manor Drive, Cypress Street, 
Glencourt Way, Hickey Boulevard, Highway 1, and Skyline Drive via Palmetto Avenue.   
  
But south of Sharp Park -- that is, from Vallemar to Pedro Point -- Pacificans have but one road 
that allows access; for 1.2 miles from Fassler Avenue in Rockaway Beach northward to Westport 
Drive in Sharp Park, Highway 1 is the only option (irrespective of proposed Highway 1 
widening). 
  
Ominously, both directions of Highway 1 in south Pacifica demonstrated near-gridlock barely a 
month ago, Sunday afternoon April 26. 
  
As Pacifican Susan Grandfield wrote in a comment to Pacifica Riptide, "Definitely the worst 
traffic I have ever experienced." 
  
Added Moss Beach resident Carl May also in Pacifica Riptide, "My wife went out about a 
quarter to five to pick up a few items needed for dinner at our local store and reported that our 
world, in both directions, had come to a standstill." 
  
Secondly, most Pacificans have vivid memories of Highway 1 closures at Devils Slide that 
turned Linda Mar into one of the world's longest cul-de-sacs.  If a disaster were to close the Tom 
Lantos tunnel or San Pedro Creek bridge at Pacifica's south rim -- coupled with another Highway 
1 closure, say, in the Vallemar or Rockaway district, some 15,000 south Pacifica residents would 
be stranded: no road in and no road out. 
  
Likely, any disaster strong enough to close the Tom Lantos tunnel also would damage the 
adjacent 1.3 miles Devils Slide Coastal Trail, formerly Highway 1, rendering it unusable as a 
tunnel bypass road. 
  
What to do, what to do?  Far from any long-term and costly proposal to extend Highway 380 
(that links Highways 280 and 101) from San Bruno westward to increase Linda Mar Valley 
access, a paved emergency service road could be created along the Baquiano Trail that runs from 
the end of Fassler Avenue to the Portola Discovery Site atop Sweeney Ridge.  From there, a 
paved service road already exists that connects to San Bruno, with entrance at Sneath Lane. 
  



Given that Pacifica has no east-west access in the five miles that lies between Sharp Park 
Road and the Tom Lantos tunnel -- and with only Highway 1 to accommodate north-south traffic 
-- residents from Vallemar to Pedro Point deserve that emergency access receives more attention 
or else we risk a traffic disaster on top of a natural one.  
___________ 
IF YOU GO:  Disaster Preparedness Day, Saturday, June 6, 2015 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m., San Mateo County Fair.  Arrive before 11 a.m. for free parking and free admission to 
the County Fair.  Emergency authorities from the County’s Office of Emergency Services, 
local fire and law enforcement agencies along with countywide CERT volunteers will 
gather to show and tell how to prepare for disaster.  
__________ 
(Alan Wald is a retired Public Information Officer for the U.S. Postal Service) 
 


