
DISCUSSION/COMMENTS ON HALF MOON BAY REVIEW WEBSITE 
 
Factcheck Nov 28, 2017 8:28pm 
Back room shenanigans got her here! She thinks she 
is above the law and government code. Karma! 
 
 
Tyler Durden Nov 28, 2017 7:54pm 
Should we be surprised Ladies and Gentlemen? 
Absolutely not. After all she was fired from her 
previous City Manager job in East Palo Alto 
(somebody can surely provide the link that the 
pathetic Review reporter failed to research). And of 
course let’s not forget the pathetic Old Guard City 
Council (Frazier and Muller led the way) who hired 
Gonzalez anyway despite major red flags. 
From the article:  
“...Some city observers think Gonzalez, who speaks 
Spanish, helped the city mend fences with its Latino 
community. She was hired just weeks after a San 
Mateo County Sheriff’s deputy shot and killed a 
mentally ill Hispanic teenager at Moonridge, just over 
the Half Moon Bay city line....” 
This is what happens when you hire somebody based 
on affirmative action based ethnic diversity goals 
rather than their true underlying qualifications. 
 

 
John Charles Ullom Nov 28, 2017 5:20pm 



In the fall of 2016, Magda Gonzalez was directed by 
Ruddock and Kowalczyk to produce a detailed report 
documenting all of the property the city owned and 
leased. 
In the fall of 2017, a PRA request was filed asking for 
a copy of the report that Gonzalez had been directed 
to create. For reasons unknown, Gonzalez as of then 
had yet to create the inventory report. 
As far as government goes, no big deal. Lots of what 
the electeds direct staff to accomplish is BS. Staff 
knows it. The press knows it. The governed know it. 
And the electeds count on it. Gonzalez should have 
known it too but instead of just fessing up and 
admitting the project had not been accomplished 
Gonzalez directed the City Clerk to provide bogus 
information in response to the request. Gonzalez had 
staff dig up a spreadsheet that was created almost a 
year before she had been directed to produce and 
inventory report. Worse, Gonzalez had her staff 
create a down and dirty list of city properties. The list 
was assembled two days prior to it being provided as 
part of the response. 
When challenged, staff was forced on behalf of 
Magda Gonzalez to assert that the bogus response 
was all that was going to be provided. 
For this reason alone Magda Gonzalez should have 
been immediately fired. Gonzalez routinely and 
casually abuses the reputation of her staff. She 
throws them under the bus when she screws up. She 



has them provide deceptive responses to Public 
Information Requests. Per the reckless manner in 
which Ms. Gonzalez treats her staff, the city is being 
sued by the former City Clerk. 
Ms. Gonzalez is a fine administrator. She has no 
problem going behind the backs of the public and 
certain electeds in order to get what the council 
majority wants. Ms. Gonzalez is not shy about 
stretching the truth when it comes to smoke filled 
backroom shenanigans. Being a lawyer and a damn 
good one apparently, Ms. Gonzalez is not troubled by 
concerns regarding right and wrong. Ms. Gonzalez's 
boundaries are codified in the law. She will do fine in 
the world we currently live in where the smart 
manipulate the ignorant and the strong stick it to the 
weak. 
Heck, Magda was hired by Half Moon Bay less than a 
month after she had been dumped by East Palo Alto 
because she hired a colleague to write a one sided 
report / hit job on a well respected civil servant by the 
name of Carol Lamont. Kowalczyk, Muller, Fraser, 
and the other two got exactly what they wanted when 
they hired Gonzalez. An administrator who fights for 
the objectives of the council majority and has few 
compunctions as to how she goes about doing it. 
 
 
dce Nov 28, 2017 3:38pm 
Gonzalez may speak Spanish, but she didn't work to 



get translation services and newsletters into 
existence- it was the opposite. It was Vice Mayor 
Deborah Penrose who fought with her for six months 
(or more) to get real time translation into City 
meetings and in City newsletters. I remember how 
frustrating and drawn out that process was for Doc 
Penrose. 
Giving Gonzalez credit for it is completely inaccurate. 
 
Welcome to the discussion. 
 
 
 
 
 
	


