
ELECTION REFLECTIONS 

I rarely post or write letters anymore because it seems pointless; everyone 
espouses his or her viewpoint and no minds are changed. But I feel compelled 
to offer a few observations on the City Council election, for whatever they’re 
worth.  

1. Smear campaigns end up smearing not only the intended targets, but the 
candidates they are trying to benefit. Like it or not, candidates ONeill, 
Beckmeyer, and Flores (“the SAMCAR candidates”) have been tainted with the 
nastiness and lies in the anti-Keener mailers that were circulated on their 
behalf by independent PACs.  The result:  Everyone loses. If the SAMCAR 
candidates are angry, they should direct their anger at the original 
perpetrators – the independent PACs – not at the voters who are legitimately 
upset (which is, of course, the reaction the smearers wanted).  

2. I have nothing against realtors, and I know many Pacifica realtors who have 
contributed significantly to the wellness and betterment of our community. 
But I oppose the negative tactics of the realtor-connected PACs, and am 
troubled by the exorbitant sums of money they are spending to gain control of 
our city government. In my humble opinion, a vote for the SAMCAR candidates 
is a vote to reward the dirty tricks, and they will continue. The only way to 
deter the smears is to defeat their candidates. 

3.  I personally believe that the three SAMCAR candidates were NOT involved 
in preparing the nasty mailers. But that is beside the point. All three have 
accepted significant donations from real estate PACs, and are campaigning on 
the issues and positions the PACs support. If elected, they can be expected to 
carry out the real estate PAC policies. It is naïve to think that they won’t, no 
matter how “independent” they claim to be. 

4.  Consider this compelling fact: There is virtually universal agreement 
among all City Council candidates and the public that the anti-Keener mailers 
are dishonest, disgraceful, and out of bounds.  I have not seen or heard any 
candidate defend them. To the contrary, the SAMCAR candidates have tried to 
distance themselves from the smears. Unable to defend the indefensible, their 
campaigns and supporters are instead engaging in “Whataboutism” in online 
posts, i.e., attempting to discredit their critics by accusing them of incivility, 
sign destruction, lying, etc. This should be recognized for what it is: an attempt 



to deflect attention from the original bad conduct (the lies and smears) by 
saying “But what about what they did.”   

Whataboutism is a subtle propaganda technique (frequently practiced by 
President Trump). It is defined in Wikipedia as “a variant of the tu 
quoque  logical fallacy that attempts to discredit an opponent's position by 
charging them with hypocrisy without directly refuting or disproving their 
argument…”    

I intend to vote for John Keener and Mary Bier, both of whom have strong 
records of integrity and community involvement, and who are dedicated to 
working on behalf of all Pacificans.  

Dinah Verby 


