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Pacifica Historical Society 

Dear Everyone.  

Well, here we are tip-toeing back into the real world.  Some of us have had the 
vaccination, and things seem to be opening up slowly in the County, so here we 
go.  We have some virtual tours and presentations in the works and we have been 
blessed with the gift of two estate sales to be held in the next couple of 
months.  We will have education and information for you all, and some much 
needed revenue for our bank accounts.  Ready, set, here we come!  Information 
about upcoming events will be shared with you, both in this newsletter, and with 
email blasts, so you will be well-informed. 

If you have not already done so, please renew your membership.  You will not 
want to miss out on all the exciting new adventures we are about to experience! 

So, get your shots, wear your masks, wash you hands and come see us when you 
are able, either on-line or in person - whichever is more comfortable for you. 

Here's to not making quite so much earth-shattering history in the future! 

Judy Heldberg, President 

                                                                The Editor’s  Message 

Once again we begin a new  year full of events and hopefully, fewer Zoom meetings. As always, the 
Pacifica Historical Society wishes everyone good health and better times. In this edition we’ll focus on 
past and planned events. And we’ll also briefly address the Covid-19 pandemic and wildfires.  As students 
and teachers of history, we are better informed about this historic moment we live, and well equipped to 
see foresee the future...where we may be headed.  

Please let us know if you enjoy the newsletter or have suggestions for improvement. Also, if you would 
like to submit an article, poem, photo or art work for our newsletter, or have historical artifacts you 
would like to donate to us,  please contact us.    

Just to remind you, If you have an email address and access to the Internet and are receiving this news-
letter via postal mail, it is because we don't have your correct email address. Please provide us your 
email address, so you can receive your newsletter with colorful photographs and hyperlinks for videos, 
sound and illustrations. 

The Pacifica Historical Society survives on donations from its membership.  It costs about $100 per day 
just to pay utilities, insurance, postage, etc., while our doors remain closed during the pandemic. 

 

Thank you and Stay Safe, 

Ken Miles, Newsletter Editor 

 
To unsubscribe from receiving this Newsletter,  reply by email or postal mail to the  Editor requesting to  unsubscribe.  

The Editor’s email address is: pac.hist.soc.newsletter@earthlink.net.   

Our postal mailing address: PO Box 752, Pacifica CA 94044 

The Presidents’ Message 
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Nov. 18th  Power Point presentation by Zoom: “Alta California and the Golden Gate, From Prehistoric Times and Colonization, to To-
day” provided by Ken Miles for Daly City Historical Society, invited guests including the HS Board of Directors.  
 
Nov. 24th Issuance of the November PHS newsletter by email and postal mail. 
 
Nov. 27 & 28th “Black Friday Weekend/Christmas Sale at the Little Brown Church/Museum  
 
Dec. 5th A One-Day Panda Express Fundraising Event, planned by Shirlee Gibbs, VP   
 
Dec. 6th Virtual celebration of the Annual PHS Members Christmas Party   
 
Dec. 8th.,  Jan. 12th.,  and  Feb. 9th.      Pacifica Historical Society Virtual Board Meetings  
 
Dec. 19 – Jan. 1st   Pacifica Jack Cheese Holiday Sale, organized by Kathleen Manning 

NOTE:  Kathleen still has great Pacifica Jack Cheese for sale. Call (800) 879-6277 - (650) 359-
5462. 

 
Jan. 9th  A One-Day Panda Express Fundraising Event, planned by Judy Heldberg, President 
 
Jan. 28th Virtual meeting of PHS Board members with Group Four architects on new Civic Center plan 
 
Jan. 30th Reorganization of Little Brown Church/Museum Archive Room, organized by Pat Kremer and assisted by Kathy McGuire, Judy 
Heldberg, Susan Stallard, Carolyn Miller and Ken Miles  
 
 

 

Feb. 22th City of Pacifica and Group Four Study Session on Redesign of Civic Center 

 

Mar. 5-7th Pacifica Historical Society Estate Sale in Pacifica, organized by Shirlee Gibbs (details to be announced later) 

 

Mar. 10th Virtual PowerPoint presentation of “Alta California and the Golden Gate…” Part 2 (Spanish-Mexican Colonization to U.S. 

Statehood) by Ken Miles, sponsored by the Daly City Historical Society, with invitations to others (please send request for invitation   

to pac.hist.soc.newsletter@earthlink.net; details to be announced later to attendees) 

 

A Summary of Past Events Since Early November:  

Future Events 

 

Pat Kremer. Susan Stallard, Carolyn Miller  
and Ken Miles attempting to move the giant  
map case in the Achieves Room 

  

Membership Dues are Due !      The Pacifica Historical Society survives on donations from its 

membership.  It costs about $100 per day just to pay utilities, insurance, postage, etc., while 

our doors remain closed during the pandemic. Sadly, costs have taken a great toll on our re-

serves, and our ability to raise funds have has been  curtailed by Covid-19. We are extremely 

happy and appreciative for members who have donated additional funds to the Pacifica His-

torical Society last year and years before. Some members prepaid membership  in advance 

for two, three or more years of membership. If you have already paid, thank you.   

Our current 2021 annual dues remain unchanged and are $15 for Seniors and Students, $20 

for Individuals and Senior Couples, and $25 Family. Send your check to the Pacifica Historical 

Society, PO Box 752, Pacifica, CA 94044. Please indicate if you are paying for membership  



 4 

 

 

Pacifica Historical Society’s Emeritus Director Marvin Morganti, better known to most of us as 
Marv, passed away quietly on December 12, 2020. He was 97 years old. Marv was a kind and friendly 
person who was one of the founding members of the Historical Society and one of the first key help-
ers in the renovation of the Little Brown Church back in the early 2000s. He helped with tours at 
Sam Mazza’s Castle and worked at rummage sales….always with a friendly smile. 

Marv served in the Navy during World War II and saw action while aboard a light cruiser in the 
South Pacific. He got married after the war and worked for the Laguna Salada Union/Pacifica 
School District until 1980, when he and retired as the District's Assistant Superintendent. A glutton 
for work, he went on to San Francisco State University, where he taught and supervised elementary 
education students in the teaching credential program. He retired from SF State 10 years later.   

Journalist Jean Bartlett interviewed Marv for a Pacifica Tribune article  in July of 2010. She met 
Marv in the parking lot of the city's historic Little Brown Church (now the Pacifica Coastside Muse-
um).  Marv was disguised as one of the community's most beloved residents, the late Rev. Herschel 
Harkins, who served as the Church's pastor from 1943 to 1965. Jean Bartlett wrote an article about 
Marv’s fascinating life, which can be read here : 5ea9c3_8ba0b463b3be4f60a6d3078b5dd7bfbf.pdf 
(filesusr.com). 
 
I first met Marv in late 2017 during the celebration of the 60th Anniversary of the Founding of the 
City of Pacifica.  We were portraying various local historical figures. Marv was once again 
“Reverend Herschel Harkins.”  Marv is pictured below as the Reverend Harkins. I think Marv secret-
ly wanted to be a priest.  I bet he would  have made a good one. You are surely missed by all, Marv!   

                                              

Article submitted by Carolyn Miller and Ken Miles, Photo by  Horace Hinshaw.  

In Remembrance of Marv Morganti   

Donations to Marv Morganti may 
be  sent to the Pacifica Historical 
Society , PO Box 752, Pacifica CA 
94044. Please make the check out to 
the Pacifica Historical Society and 
designate the purpose of the check 
is for Marv Morganti.  Thank You.   

We’re Looking for A Few Good Volunteers 

We are seeking help with the following projects:    

Website management;  Management of the Membership Files; Book Club Co-

ordinator; Helping with Archives (records, photos, videos/DVDs); or if you wish 

to submit an article for our periodic newsletter.   If interested, please contact 

us by email: pac.hist.soc.newsletter@earthlink.net 

  

https://46d14119-b42d-469c-887f-083db2a10fe7.filesusr.com/ugd/5ea9c3_8ba0b463b3be4f60a6d3078b5dd7bfbf.pdf
https://46d14119-b42d-469c-887f-083db2a10fe7.filesusr.com/ugd/5ea9c3_8ba0b463b3be4f60a6d3078b5dd7bfbf.pdf
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Welcoming New Officers and Members 

Judy Heldberg was elected to serve another year as President of the Pacifica Historical Society (PHS). Pat Kre-

mer, Shirlee Gibbs and Ken Miles are reelected to serve as Vice-presidents for 2021.   Sue Digre,  Laura Del 

Rosso, and Janet Ang joined our Board of Directors. Jan is also our new Treasurer.  Clorinda Compagna,  Mary 

Dougherty, and Diana Zollinger were re-elected as Board Directors. You will be hearing more about our Board 

Directors and Officers  throughout the year. 

An Update on the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 
You may recall I wrote articles in our May, August and November 2020 issues of this Newsletter about history 
of global pandemics and the current COVID-19 pandemic. I wrote a seven and a half page article for the Au-
gust Newsletter titled, “A Historic Review of Epidemics, Pandemics and Preparing for Pandemics. Rev. 2.0”  
which addresses the root causes of pandemics and what we need to do to avoid further epidemics and pan-
demics.  
 
Sadly, the predicted “third wave” of the COVID-19  pandemic is here, still raging across the United States and 
the rest of the world.  A few months ago the U.S. reported 200,000 deaths due to COVID-19, now the toll is 
nearing 490,000 deaths.  According to the CDC, the nation’s life expectancy terms for most Americans has de-
creased by 1 year dur to COVID-19, while  the life expectancy term of Hispanics has decreased by 2 years and 
for Blacks by 3 years.  
 
Unlike the U.S, many countries within the SE Asia and South  Pacific regions, New Zealand and Korea for ex-
ample,  have experienced  very low infection and death rates due to strict adherence to public health shelter-
ing-in-place, social distancing and protective face mask  directives. These countries also conducted Covid-19 
testing and  tracking early on, and maintained tight border controls, quarantining  requirements and travel 
bans to and from countries ravaged by  COVID-19. We must follow suit.  
 
President Biden  assembled a team of top public health advisors to  manage this disease under  a nationwide 
program to stop its spread and eventual elimination. The President’s team of public health officials and the 
Center for Disease Control are working with the vaccine manufacturers to produce enough vaccine to inocu-
late the American population with goals to help other countries as well. The frozen vaccines are being distrib-
uted to the states, which in turn are distributing the vaccines to  county health agencies, qualified medical 
facilities, and  major drugstore chains.  
 
I was able to get a COVID-19 vaccine shot several days ago at Kaiser’s South San Francisco medical facility. I 
called Kaiser’s their “COVID-19 Vaccination Appointment”  phone (833) 574-2273, answered a few questions 
to assure them I was in good health, and within a few minutes was scheduled to visit their vaccination tent 
the next morning.  The vaccine shot was painless but felt somewhat sluggish the next day.         

   

People waiting 20 minutes in line 
for their vaccine shot.  

Kaiser’s friendly staff administer 
vaccine shots. 
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An Update on Wildfires   

          You may have read  the four and a half page article I wrote for the August 2020 Newsletter titled 

“Wildfire , Past and Present, And What We  Can Do”.  The creation of a wildfire requires the following: fuel 

such as dry grass or dead tree  limbs; a source of ignition; oxygen; and strong winds to move burning cinders 

further. The article provides short, medium and long range solutions to prevent and prepare for wildfires to 

be implemented public agencies (federal, state, county and communities),  utility companies, non-

governmental organizations, and private property owners.  

          The state of California is experiencing a long term drought. Our “wildfire season”  began last year follow-

ing the 10 day fire that was ignited by Fourth of July fireworks near Gilroy, and ended during early January of 

this year with  warm easterly “Diablo Winds” that kicked off wildfires here and there throughout the state.  As 

a long-term resident of Pacifica and an avid hiker, I noticed how over-grown many of our hills and valleys  

have become over time. In Vallemar for example, it is nearly impossible to walk across public and  private  

property due dense dry brush such as  non-native scotch broom, pine trees, eucalyptus trees, and the ground 

covered by broken tree limbs and dry plants. Similar conditions exist in many areas of Pacifica, including Ped-

ro  Point, East Rockaway, East Sharp Park and Linda Mar. Pacifica is a community surrounded and containing 

nearly 70% public and private properties covered with coyote brush, grasses, eucalyptus and pine trees.  

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

            

 Two photos above show coastal treeless hills and valleys of  Half Moon Bay  and Vallemar  during the early 1900s. 

Photo above taken of  public “paper street” and pri-

vate  property in Vallemar overgrown  with 20 foot 

dried scotch broom, brush and   pine trees are are a, 

potential source of fuel for fires. Forty five years ago, 

when I moved to Vallemar, this area was covered with  

annual grasses and a few small plants. 

Headlines: “Montara Wiped Out By Fire. Flaming 

Wall Sweeps inland”.  During November 1929, the 

town of Montara, just south of Pacifica,  was com-

pletely destroyed by wildfire during the midst of the 

Great Depression. Enough time as passed that there 

is no one alive to tell us about this terrible event. 

Can this happen again?   
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Update on Wildfires (Continued)   

          I have communicated my concerns about wildfires and public safety with the City’s Emergency Pre-

paredness and Safety Commission  (EPSC)  and  met with them virtually via their monthly Zoom meetings 

several times during the past 3 or 4  months. I provided the Commission with an abbreviated  report 

adapted from the August Newsletter article, “Wildfire , Past and Present, And What We  Can Do”, as well 

as photos of private and public properties overgrown with weeds that could provide fuel for wildfires.  

Members of the Commission and the City Council liaison person talked about Brisbane, Daly City and South 

San Francisco ‘s weed abatement  ordinances.  

         I researched similar weed abatement ordinances  that rural  counties  such as Lake, Tehama  and 

Sonoma have whereby private property owners are required to clear their properties of dry grass and dead 

tree debris  to reduce the likelihood of fire / wildfire; failure to comply with the ordinance could result in a 

fine, or contractors clearing  the debris and billing property owner, or placing a lien on the property.  It ap-

pears Pacifica does not have any weed abatement ordinances or safety codes that address removal of haz-

ardous weeds and/or dried plant debris from private properties. 

          There is a great need to work with other fire jurisdictions at the local, state and federal levels. The 

“fuel load” of dead trees and bushes must be removed from private and public lands wherever possible. 

There is a need for prescribed burns  and firebreaks near communities.  Now is the time to prepare for the 

2021 wildfire season.                                                

                                           “Local Tribes of the Bay Area”  by  Steve Johnson 

         This is  presentation was produced by Steve Johnson, a PHS Board Director,  which was 
provided to  the San Francisco Tour Guide Guild  last November virtually  via Zoom.  Steve is 
preparing to modify and update the presentation for  high school students.  

         The Pacifica Historical Society appreciates the fine educational work Steve has done for 
the community.  Please click this hyperlink to view Steve’s hour-long  presentation:   

                                        Local Tribes Of The Bay Area by Steve Johnson 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TKguVymSzRo
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Music  Across the Ages   

 Don McLean’s Starry, Starry Night: thttps://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?fr=yhs-avg-securebrowser&ei=UTF-
8&hsimp=yhs-
securebrowser&hspart=avg&param1=e7681158f0274fa785c49154bdabe588&param2=20190723&param3=AVG+Secure+Browser%
7C88.0.7976.152&param4=17%7CUS%7C%
7C1.23.0.675&p=starry+starry+night+don+mclean&type=7125#id=2&vid=0b1692b96159f968c0391cb3959c10d8&action=view 

 Whether you are a surfer or not, you remember hearing The Chantay's “Pipeline”  performed on the Lawrence Welk 

Show during May 1963 ?   Click on this hyperlink:   https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=j09C8clJaXo  

 Maybe you like to revisit the good old 60’s: https://biggeekdad.com/2013/01/the-best-of-times/  

 How about Jitterbug music of the 1940s? : htterbugging (1940s) - Bing video  

Glorious Insults from the Past 

A member of Parliament to Disraeli:  "Sir, you will either die on the gallows or of some unspeakable disease."…."That 
depends, Sir," said Disraeli, "whether I embrace your policies or your mistress." 

 
"He had delusions of adequacy." Walter Kerr 
     
"He has all the virtues I dislike and none of the vices I admire." Winston Churchill 
     
"I have never killed a man, but I have read many obituaries with great pleasure." Clarence Darrow 
    
"He has never been known to use a word that might send a reader to the dictionary."  William Faulkner (about Ernest 
Hemingway) 
   
"Thank you for sending me a copy of your book; I'll waste no time reading it." Moses Hadas 
   
"I didn't attend the funeral, but I sent a nice letter saying I approved of it." Mark Twain  

   
"He has no enemies but is intensely disliked by his friends." Oscar Wilde 

     
"I am enclosing two tickets to the first night of my new play; bring a friend, if you have one. "  George Bernard Shaw to 
Winston Churchill.   Winston Churchill, said in response, "Cannot possibly attend first night, will attend second... if 
there is one."  
 
"I feel so miserable without you; it's almost like having you here." Stephen Bishop 
     
"He is a self-made man and worships his creator." John Bright   
   
"I've just learned about his illness. Let's hope it's nothing trivial." Irvin S. Cobb   
 
"He is not only dull himself; he is the cause of dullness in others." Samuel Johnson   
 
"He is simply a shiver looking for a spine to run up." Paul Keating 

     
"In order to avoid being called a flirt, she always yielded easily.”  Charles, Count Talleyrand 
   
"He loves nature in spite of what it did to him." Forrest Tucker 

 
 "Why do you sit there looking like an envelope without any address on it?" Mark Twain 
     
"His mother should have thrown him away and kept the stork"  Mae West 
     
"Some cause happiness wherever they go; others, whenever they go." Oscar Wilde 
   
"He uses statistics as a drunken man uses lamp-posts... for support rather than illumination. "Andrew Lang  
  
"He has Van Gogh's ear for music." Billy Wilder 

"I've had a perfectly wonderful evening. But I'm afraid this wasn't it."  Groucho Marx    

https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?fr=yhs-avg-securebrowser&ei=UTF-8&hsimp=yhs-securebrowser&hspart=avg&param1=e7681158f0274fa785c49154bdabe588&param2=20190723&param3=AVG+Secure+Browser%7C88.0.7976.152&param4=17%7CUS%7C%7C1.23.0.675&p=starry+starry+nig
https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?fr=yhs-avg-securebrowser&ei=UTF-8&hsimp=yhs-securebrowser&hspart=avg&param1=e7681158f0274fa785c49154bdabe588&param2=20190723&param3=AVG+Secure+Browser%7C88.0.7976.152&param4=17%7CUS%7C%7C1.23.0.675&p=starry+starry+nig
https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?fr=yhs-avg-securebrowser&ei=UTF-8&hsimp=yhs-securebrowser&hspart=avg&param1=e7681158f0274fa785c49154bdabe588&param2=20190723&param3=AVG+Secure+Browser%7C88.0.7976.152&param4=17%7CUS%7C%7C1.23.0.675&p=starry+starry+nig
https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?fr=yhs-avg-securebrowser&ei=UTF-8&hsimp=yhs-securebrowser&hspart=avg&param1=e7681158f0274fa785c49154bdabe588&param2=20190723&param3=AVG+Secure+Browser%7C88.0.7976.152&param4=17%7CUS%7C%7C1.23.0.675&p=starry+starry+nig
https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?fr=yhs-avg-securebrowser&ei=UTF-8&hsimp=yhs-securebrowser&hspart=avg&param1=e7681158f0274fa785c49154bdabe588&param2=20190723&param3=AVG+Secure+Browser%7C88.0.7976.152&param4=17%7CUS%7C%7C1.23.0.675&p=starry+starry+nig
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=j09C8clJaXo
https://biggeekdad.com/2013/01/the-best-of-times/
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=jitterbug+music+1949&docid=608039886657163215&mid=13C55BF4504ACB55826B13C55BF4504ACB55826B&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
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Pacifica Historical Society 

 

Board & Planning Meetings 

The PHS welcomes everyone to join our organization, and join our committees. We hold monthly 
Board Meetings on the second Tuesday of each month, 7 PM, at the Museum. The Planning Com-
mittee for events and activities meets monthly on the first Tuesday of each month, 4 PM, at the 
Museum.  
  

Board of Directors 

Clorinda Campagna, Mary Dougherty, Shirlee Gibbs, Marlene Duschek, Judy Heldberg, Steve 

Johnson, Pat Kremer, Kathy McGuire,  Ken Miles, Carolyn Miller, Erika Rigling, Susan Stallard, 

Melanie Talsky, Diana Zollinger 

 

Pacifica Coastside Museum and Gift Store Hours 

The Museum and Gift Store are open every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, 1 to 4 PM. The 
Museum is free to the public and ADA accessible, and our docents are there to assist you. The 
Gift Store has many nice and inexpensive gifts including one pound blocks of Pacifica Jack 
Cheese to purchase. The Museum may be closed on some holidays.  

 
 

Rental Space and Rummage Sales 

The Pacifica Coastside Museum (aka The Little Brown Church) is a great venue for events and 
revenue generator for the PHS. For rental information please contact Judy Heldberg at 650-359-
6874. The building is available outside museum hours and is an ideal site for meetings, memori-

als, etc.  

 
Great bargains are available at the Museum’s rummage sales usually held during the second  
Fridays and Saturdays of each month. Donated items are welcomed for drop-off on the Thurs-
days before the days of each rummage sale. 

 

Pacifica Historical Society  (A Non-Profit Organization) 

Mailing Address: PO Box 752, Pacifica, CA 94044 

Museum Location: 1850 Francisco Blvd., Pacifica CA 94044 

Phone number: 650-355-1909 

General Email : Info@PacificaHistory.org  

Newsletter Email: Pac.Hist.Soc.Newsletter@earthlink.net   

Please visit our website www.PacificaHistory.org 

Facebook: Search “Pacifica Historical Society” 

Officers: 

President: Judy Heldberg 

VP: Shirlee Gibbs 
VP: Pat Kremer 

VP: Ken Miles 

Secretary: Carolyn Miller 

Treasurer: Melanie Talsky  

 

Emeritus Members 

 

Kathleen Manning 

Jerry Crow 

Marvin Morganti  

Newsletter 

Editor:  Ken Miles,  

Assist. Editor: Carolyn Miller 

 

This Issue: 

Writers: Judy Heldberg,  Carolyn Miller,  

 Ken Miles, Steve Johnson & Jerry Crow 

Photos: Carolyn Miller,  Ken Miles and others  

 

http://www.PacificaHistory.org
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From:    

 Pacifica Historical Society  

 www.PacificaHistory.org 
 PO Box 752, Pacifica, CA 94044 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                     

 

 

 

                                                                                                                            To:  

Place 

First Class Stamp  

Here 

 

Goddess Pacifica, the Goddess of Peace   -   Displayed  at the Coastside Museum  

http://www.PacificaHistory.org

