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Several New Laws to Take Effect January 
1 

Yee authors new laws on transparency, public health, privacy, 
online voter registration, prevailing wage, consumer 

protection, pipeline safety 
  

  
SACRAMENTO – Several bills authored by Senator Leland Yee 
(D-San Francisco) are set to become law on January 1, 2012. 
These new laws range from ensuring greater transparency at the 
University of California to allowing citizens to register to vote 
online to requiring automatic shutoff valves on natural gas 
pipelines. 
  
“These new laws will increase government transparency, protect 
consumers, safeguard our communities, support working families, 
and get more people involved in our democracy,” said Yee. 
  
Yee’s SB 8 updates the California Public Records Act to include 
auxiliary organizations and foundations that perform government 
functions at the University of California, California State 
University, and California’s community colleges. This will bring 
accountability and transparency to billions of dollars in public 
university funds. 
  



SB 397 allows citizens to register to vote via the internet. Under the 
bill,  citizens will  input  their  voter  information  online  and  the  county 
elections office can use the voter’s signature from the Department of 
Motor Vehicles to verify authenticity. That signature could be matched 
against the voter’s signature at the polling place. Currently, signatures 
at  the  polling  place  are  only  compared  to  the  paper  registration 
signature,  which  potentially  allows  for  greater  occurrences  of 
fraud.   The  Secretary  of  State  will  determine  the  implementation  of 
the new online registration system. 
  
SB 216 will require PG&E and other gas utility companies to 
install automatic and remotely-controlled shutoff valves 
throughout California’s pipelines. The gas pipeline that exploded 
on September 9, 2010 in San Bruno was only equipped with 
manual shutoff valves and without a technician in the vicinity, the 
inferno continued for hours, killing 8 people and destroying 38 
homes.  
  
SB 41 will allow pharmacies to sell sterile syringes to an adult 
without a prescription. The bill is supported by doctors, 
pharmacists, and AIDS prevention advocates.  Currently, 47 states 
allow pharmacists to sell syringes without a prescription. Most 
states amended their laws in light of overwhelming evidence that 
criminalizing access to sterile syringes led drug users to share used 
ones, and that sharing syringes spread HIV, hepatitis B, hepatitis C 
and other blood-borne diseases that can live in a used syringe. 
  
Yee’s SB 602 will require government agencies to seek a court 
order if they wanted to access consumers’ reading records from 
bookstores and online retailers. The law establishes consumer 
protections for book purchases similar to long-established pri vacy 
laws for library records.  
  
SB 869 will protect consumers from fraudulent repair of car 
airbags. Specifically, the bill creates a new crime of $5,000 and/or 



one year in prison for an automotive repair dealer who purports to 
replace a deployed airbag but who in fact fails to fully repair and 
restore it. 
  
SB  136 will ensure workers receive prevailing wages on energy 
service contracts of public agencies. The bill attempts to close a 
loophole in law that allows work to be done without prevailing 
wage on public infrastructure projects offered at so-called “no cost” 
by Energy Service Companies (ESCOs). 
  
In 2011, Yee also passed SCR 56 to declare Firefighter Memorial 
Day and SCR 8 to declare Sunshine Week and highlight efforts to 
increase government transparency. 
  
Despite overwhelming support, Brown vetoed five of Yee’s 
measures this year, including SB 582 to protect the environment by 
requiring large companies to establish a commute benefit program; 
SB 88 to protect the integrity of ballots when using translated 
candidate names; SB 105 to require children to wear helmets while 
skiing and snowboarding; SB 111 to add one’s spoken language to 
the list of protections under the state’s civil rights act; and SB 364 
to claw back tax breaks given to corporations that fail to keep their 
job creation promises. 
Chaptered bills officially become law on January 1, 2012. 
  
As result of Yee’s legislative efforts this session, he was named 
Legislator of the Year by the California Faculty Association and 
the American Psychological Association, and was chosen as the 
recipient of the Phil Burton Badge of Courage Award by the Sierra 
Club. 
  
Since 2003 when Yee first joined the Legislature, he has passe d 
147 bills with 109 chaptered into law. 
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