
Hi Folks, 
 
I haven’t been in touch as often lately, because much of our advocacy work has been happening behind the 
scenes.  Since today is Giving Tuesday, I thought I’d give you a quick update on some recent highlights. 
 
1) I’ll be giving a presentation at the Woman’s Club of Palo Alto (475 Homer Ave.) next Tuesday (December 
10) from 5:30-6:30pm (doors open and refreshments served at 5pm).  I have a lot of new information to 
share, so I hope you’ll be able to join us. 
 
2) I’ve been giving presentations on SFPUC water supply (things the SFPUC doesn’t like to mention) to a 
number of influential groups, including the Boards of Directors of the Bay Area Water Supply and 
Conservation Agency (BAWSCA) and Valley Water (formerly Santa Clara Valley Water District).  Next 
Thursday (12/12), I’ll be presenting to the SF Planning Commission in the afternoon, and to the San Mateo 
City/County Association of Governments in the evening.  I might schedule a webinar for our supporters at 
some point, so if you’re interested in participating, please let me know. 
 
3) We convinced SF Mayor London Breed’s office to establish a Water Supply Stakeholder Group to share 
information and explore scenarios that would help the SFPUC feel more comfortable supporting the State’s 
co-equal goals of ensuring reliable water supplies AND restoring the greater Bay-Delta ecosystem (including 
the Tuolumne).  We will have four meeting, culminating in February, at which point a report will be prepared 
for the SFPUC Commission. 
 
4) We’ve been reviewing and commenting on Water Supply Assessments (“Show Me the Water”) that are 
required for large development projects, and encouraging better communication between water suppliers 
(such as the SFPUC), and those who approve development projects (planning departments and 
commissions).  Should Bay Area communities continue to approve large commercial projects (jobs have far 
outpaced housing), when we already face a dire housing shortage and our rivers our suffering from over-
allocation?  Again, I’ll be presenting to the SF Planning Commission on 12/12, and SFPUC staff will be 
giving their own presentation at that meeting. 
 
5) Next Tuesday (12/10), the SFPUC Commission will receive a preview of the above-mentioned staff 
presentation.  I encourage you to attend.  If you’re available, please let me know, and I’ll keep you in the 
loop. 
 
6) We’ve been working with our coalition partners to encourage Governor Newsom to become a leader on 
water issues.  There’s a lot of work to be done.  As Governor-elect, Newsom encouraged the State Water 
Board to delay action on the Bay Delta Plan to allow more time for the Voluntary Agreements (which will fail 
in the absence of adequate instream flows) to be developed.  Following the Board’s adoption of the Bay 
Delta Plan last December, Newsom chose not to reappoint Chair Felicia Marcus (a brilliant and diplomatic 
leader) to her seat on the Board.  More recently, the Governor vetoed Senate Bill 1, which would have 
helped protect the State from environmental rollbacks pursued by the Trump Administration.  We hope the 
tide is turning, as the State recently sued the federal government over its biological opinion on the impact of 
fish from increasing Delta water exports.  Unfortunately, at the same time the lawsuit was announced, the 
State Department of Water Resources released a plan that is very similar to the federal government's, so it’s 
unclear how committed Governor Newsom is to basing decisions on the best available science. 
 
TRT has been busy, and we would greatly appreciate your financial support on this Giving Tuesday.  If 
you're so inclined, please visit https://www.tuolumne.org/ways-to-give/donate-2/ 
 
If you have any questions or comments about our work, please let me know. 
 
 
Thanks for being engaged! 
 
 
-Peter 
 
----------------------- 
Peter Drekmeier 	
Policy Director	
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